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Present-Day’s General Education in Taiwan’s Colleges and Universities:
Problems and Solutions

Jin-Yuan Liu*

Abstract

It has been more than two decades since the implementation of general education program
in the Taiwan’s colleges and universities. Most colleges have now required their undergraduates
to take a certain amount of credits to fulfill the basic requirement for the degree; furthermore,
most institutions have set up relevant units to develop and carry out the program. However, the
purpose and the areas of general education are still far from clear. In order to assess the
effectiveness of general education in the undergraduate programs, the Ministry of Education of
R.0.C (ROCMOE) had conducted a comprehensive survey on general education programs in
most colleges during the year of 1998. Moreover, in the year of 2004, a formal evaluation on
general ‘education had been conducted on seven research-oriented universities. Also, in the
following year’s evaluations on the comprehensive college affairs, the general education was one
the major items in the evaluation list. All of the above have indicated that the ROCMOE has
maintained its concerns on the development of college general education. The objectives of this
article are to report the issues, based upon the observation from the above-mentioned evaluations,
particularly, the results of the year 2004’s evaluation, and then to offer some measures to resolve
the problems. It is hoped that these measures may offer an option or alternative, both in colleges
and universities as well as government, in their future development or policy-making on college
general education.

Keywords: College General Education, Problems and Solutions.
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