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The End
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China Exacutes Briton Despite Appeals
By [T Bl nsrniges: (e [, P Maw York Times

s SHANGHA] — A British man comvicted
of drug smuggling was executed in
China early Tuesday, despite appeals
for clemency on the grounds of mental
Ilness from his family, human rights
groups and Prirme Minister Gardon
Brown of Britain,

= The man, Akmal Shadkh, 53, was
eoacuted by lethal injection in the far
weshtern region of Xinjiang, where ha
had been convicted in 2008 of entering
the country carrying a suitcase stuffed
with herain, according to Xinhua,
China’s official news agency.

.

« In a statement, Mr. Brown said he
condemned the execution “in the
strongest terms® and that he was
"appalled” that the court had not
granted clemency to Mr. Shaikh, who
family members said had a history of
mental liness.

€+

= The British foreign secretary, David
Miliband, also condemned the execution,
and Britain summoned the Chinese
ambassador in London, Fu Ying, to

express its putrage,

b



» “The U.K. is completely opposed to the use of
the death penalty in all circumstances,” Mr.
Miliband said in a statement. “However I also
deeply regret the fact that our specific
concerns about the individual in this case
were not taken into consideration, despite
repeated calis by the prime minister,
ministerial colleagues and me.”

s Mr. Shaikh’s daughter, Leilla Horsnell,
was quoted by the BBC as saying she
was “shocked and disappointed that the
execution went ahead with no regards
to my dad’s mental health problems,
and I struggle to understand how this is
justice.”

= British officials had pressed the Chinese
courts to consider Mr. Shaikh’s history
of mental disturbance and to allow an
independent evaluation of his mental
state. But China’s highest court, the
Supreme People’s Court, rejected a last-
minute appeal from the family and
British officials and allowed the
execution to go ahead as scheduled.

» Two of Mr. Shaikh's cousins, Soohail
and Nasir Shaikh, who traveled to China
to visit him in prison and make a last-
minute plea for clemency, said they
were “astonished at suggestions that
Akmal himself should have provided
evidence of his own fragile state of
mind,” according to the BBC.

» China defended its handling of the case
at a regularly scheduled press
conference at the Foreign Ministry in
Beijing saying that criticisms were.,
“groundless,” and “China expressed its
resolute opposition” to them, said Jiang
Yu, a spokeswoman for the Foreign
Ministry, according to the English-
language report on Xinhua.

» In a statement released after the execution
on Tuesday, the court called drug crimes
*serious criminal offenses” that deserved
severe punishment.

= The court also said that Chinese criminal law
stipulates that everyone is equal before the
law and that no one is permitted to
“transgress the law"— an indication that the
government would not grant leniency to a
foreign citizen.




» The case had drawn international concern,
with some human rights groups staging
rotests in support of Mr. Shaikh, a former
ondon minicab driver.
= Human rights groups say Mr. Shaikh was the
first European to be executed in China in
more than 50 years. The last time was 1951,
when an Italian was shot alongside a
Japanese man after being convicted of
involvement in what Beijing said was a plot to

assassinate Mao Zedong and other top
Chinese officials.

= On Tuesday, China's state-run news
media accused Western news outlets of
“politicizing” the execution and said
Chinese government officials had
already determined that there was
insufficient evidence that Mr. Shaikh
had suffered from mental health
problems.

= In a statement released Tuesday, the
Supreme People’s Court said officials from the
British Embassy in China and a British
organization had asked that Mr. Shaikh be
examined for mental iliness. But the court
contended that “the documents they provided
could not prove he had mental disorder nor
did members of his family have a history of
mental disease.”

» The Chinese ambassador's meeting in London
was described by Ivan Lewis, a British
Foreign Office minister, a “difficult
conversation,” the BBC reported. Mr. Lewis
said he told the ambassador that “China had
failed in its basic human rights
responsibilities.”

» Chinese officials say Mr. Shaikh was caught in
2007 carrying 8.3 pounds of heroin in a

suitcase on a flight from Tajikistan to Xinjiang.

= Chinese law applies the death penalty to
anyone found guilty of smuggling 50 grams,
or 1.8 ounces, of illicit drugs.

= The execution came just days after a Beijing
court sentenced Liu Xiaobo, one of China’s
best-known dissidents, to 11 years in prison
for subversion. That case also attracted
widespread international attention, with
human rights groups and some Western
governments expressing great dismay.

= The execution of Mr. Shaikh on Tuesday
brings to a close a case that initially
went to trial in October 2008, when Mr.
Shaikh was sentenced to death after
the court met for just 30 minutes in
Urumgi, the capital of Xinjiang.




= Jerome A. Cohen, a professor emeritus at
New York University School of Law and a
specialist in Chinese law, wrote last week in
the Hong Kong-based South China Morning
Post that the Chinese courts had ignored their
own laws in the case. He said Chinese law
*exempts from criminal responsibility
someone unable to recognize or control his
misconduct.”
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one-child policy
Case study: China

* Inthe late 1970s, the Chinese
government introduced a number of
measures to reduce the country's
birth rate and slow the population
growth rate. The most important of
the new measures was a one-child
policy, which decreed that couples in
China could only have one child.
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* In 1950 the rate of population
change in China was 1.9% each year.,
If this doesn't sound high, consider
that a growth rate of only 3% will
cause the population of a country to
double in less than 24 years!

* Previous Chinese governments had
encouraged people to have a lot of
children to increase the country's
workforce. But by the 1970s the
government realised that current
rates of population growth would
soon become unsustainable.
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The one-child policy

+ The one-child policy, established in 1979,
meant that each couple was allowed just
one child.

« Benefits, including access to education,
childcare and health care, were offered to
families that followed this rule.

» Those who had more than one child didn't
receive these benefits and were fined.
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+ The one-child policy was keenly resisted m\
rural areas, where i1t was traditional to -
have large families The one-child policy
has been enforced strictly in urban areas,
but remote rural areas have been harder
to control.

Many people claim that some women, who
became pregnant after they had already
had a child,'were forced to have an
abortion and many women were forcibly
sterilised. There appears to be evidence to
back up these claims.
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Impact of the policy

+ The birth rate in China has fallen since
1979, and the rate of population growth is
now 0.7%. However there have béen
negative impacts too.

+ Due to a traditional preference for boys,
large numbers of female babies have
ended up homeless or in orphanages, and in
some cases killed. In 2000, it was reported
that 90% of foetuses aborted in China
were female.
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hew problems

- As aresult, the gender balance of
the Chinese population has become
distorted. Today it is thought that
men outnumber women by more than
60 million,

<

Long-term implications

« China's one-child policy has been somewhat
relaxed in recent years. Couples can now
aﬁply to have a second child if their first
child is a girl, or if both parents are
themselves only-children.

+ While China's population is now rising more
slowly, it still has a very large total
population (1.3 billion in 2008) and China
faces new problems:
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new problems

* 1.The falling birth rate is leading to a
rise in the relative number of elderly
people.

+ 2. There are fewer people of working
age to support the growing number of
elderly dependants. In the future
China could have an ageing population.
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Action Alert! Congress Can Stop Same-Sex
Marriage in D.C. — But Will They Even Try?
Friday, December 18, 2009 at 12:00 AM

EhIDRas SRRy
AN &%&Q i
by S

%1 e The District of Columbia Council Dec. 15 completed
passage of legislation that permits same-sex couples
in the district to marry. Assuming Mayor Adrian Fenty
signs it before Christmas — and he's promised that
he will - Congress will have until roughly the end of
January to either reject this nonsense or allow it to
happen by its inaction. Though clearly the U.S.
House and Senate don't want to deal with this issue,
it is about to drop in their laps.

¢ Click here to tell your Member of Congress and U.S.
Senators you expect them to vote on this important
issue.

+3 e The D.C. Council has been debating the same-sex

2 marriage issue for most of this year, and earlier
S passed a bill recognizing same-sex unions
puitad solemnized in jurisdictions where they legal. It's
unclear when homosexual and lesbian couples could
begin to marry in the district if the bill survives the
legislative review period.

o 3

=
k; %&ﬁ

o The federal Defense of Marriage Act, of course,
defines marriage exclusively as the union of one
man and one woman, but that wasn’t part of the
debate when Council took its most recent vote.
President Barack Obama has publicly announced his
intention to seek a repeal of that law, and
homosexual activists, though having their dream
candidate elected to the highest office in the land a
little more than a year ago, are publicly agitating that
he hasn’t done enough for them.

e I's tempting for values voters to throw their collective

; hands up in the air and decide that marriage is no
longer worth fighting for at the federal level. What
keeps us from fgiving into that temptation is this: the
vast majority of people in this nation still believe in
what marriage is: a God-ordained institution that
doesn’t need mankind’s revision. Just this fall, three
liberal states — Maine, New York and New Jersey ~
turned back efforts to re-define marriage because
the people didn’t want it to happen. We believe
marriage is worth fighting for, and we'li continue to
use this space to advocate for it.
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Columbia remains to be seen. Previous attempts to
put the issue to a public vote have been frustrated,
because the district's board has decided that it would
violate its Human Rights Act. But our colleagues at
the National Organization for Marriage have vowed
to continue legal efforts to permit D.C. citizens to
vote, and we applaud their tenacity and commitment
to what's right.

¢ [n the meantime, there is an avenue that the law
prescribes for nulnfymg a bad law (and this one’s a
dead-skunk-in-the-road stinker): congressional review.
Because the District of Columbia is federal land, not
part of any state, Congress has the tht to approve or
reject any Ieglslatlon e D.C. Council passes. In our
view, they should eliminate this nod to the whims of the
moment and uphold DOMA, a law passed during the
Clinton Administration. Congress sat on its collective
hands earlier this year when the D.C. Council voted to
recognize same-sex marriages performed in other
jurisdictions, and we should encourage them not to
make that same mistake again.

Join us in urging our elected leaders to
support marriage! Click here to tell your
Member of Congress and U.S. Senators you
expect them to vote on this important issue.
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City’s Schools Share Their Space, and Bitterness

JENNIFER MEDINA November 29, 2009 New York Times

m Suzanne Tecza had spent a year
redesigning the library at Middle School
126 in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, including
colorful new furniture and elaborate murals
of leafy trees. So when her principal
decided this year to give the space to the
charter high schools that share the
building, Ms. Tecza was furious.

“It's not fair to our students,” she said of the decision,
which gives the charter students access to the room for
most of the day. “It's depriving them of a fully functioning
library, something they deserve.”

= [n Red Hook, Brooklyn, teachers at Public School 15
said they avoid walking their students past rooms being
used by the PAVE Academy Charter School, fearing that
they wilt envy those students for their sparkling-clean
classrooms and computers. On the Lower East Side, the
Girls Preparatory Charter School was forced to tum
away 50 students it had hoped o accept because it was
unable to find more room in the Public School 188
building.

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg has made charter
schools one of his third-term priorities, and that
means that in New York, battles and resentment
over space — already a way of life — will
become even more common. He and his
schools chancellor, Joel I. Klein, have allowed
nearly two-thirds of the city's 99 charter schools
to move into public schoo! buildings, officials
expect two dozen charter schools to open next
fall, and the mayor has said he will push the
Legislature to allow him to add 100 more in the
next four years.

n In Harlem, parents have chafed and picketed against an
expanding charter school network, the Harlem Success
Academy, which is housed in several public schoois. In
Brownsville, Brooklyn, a plan to close a failing
elementary school and let a charter take over the
building was shelved after a lawsuit. At P.S. 15, teachers
and parents were furious about plans for PAVE to
expand next year, after having been told the school
would be gone by the end of this academic year. Several
hundred parents filled a middle school auditorium in
Marine Park, Brooklyn, in the spring to rail against a
proposal to house the new Hebrew Language Academy
there. The school eventually found a home in a yeshiva.
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m Charter schools, privately run but publicly
financed, are generally nonunion, freeing
them from labor restrictions. They have
gained traction with their promise of
innovative teaching methods and more
flexible work rules for teachers. Arne
Duncan, President Obama’s education
secretary, has told states that they must
remove impediments to charter schools as
a condition of winning so-called Race to
the Top grants.

" AR

= In New York, as in most states, charter schools
receive no money for construction, forcing them
to raise millions on their own — or find a willing
host. In other cities, where charters are only
begrudgingly accepted by public school officials,
tensions between public and charter schools
sharing a building would be unheard of, because
the charters are ?orced to find their own homes.

= But Mr. Bloomberg has embraced them. In his
speech last week on his third-term education
oals, Mr. Bloomberg called on the Legislature
o lift the state’s limit on charter schools. He also
called on Albany to provide money for charter
school facilities, even threatening to sue the
state if it did not.

.
= E—

4 .
= in the meantime, Mr, Kiein has aggressively
eased the way for charter schools, citing their
popularity — most have far more :(afplicants than
seats. “There are so many talented people out

there, and | want them to come to New York,” Mr.

Klein said in an interview. “Why would we want
to put up barriers to that?”

» Todd Ziebarth, the vice president of policy for
the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools,
called support like Mr. Klein's “extremely rare.”

= “In starting a new school, gou are also launching
a small business,” Mr. Ziebarth said. “Space is
the most difficult and challenging thing to think
about and figure out.”

" R
» Despite its constraints, Girls Prep is eager to expand, so
city officials are proposing to move it or a small special
education program into another building, possibly P.S.
20 or P.S. 184, the dual-language Shuang Wen School.
s This month, more than 500 people packed into the P.S.
20 auditorium on the Lower East Side to complain about
the proposals. Hundreds of parents rallied outside,
shouting “Save our schooll” over the buzz of traffic on
Essex Street.
None of the schools, it seemed, had the more than 20
classrooms that Girls Prep needed. “Nobody wants to
give up the space we have fought so hard for,” said Ann
Lupardi, a Shuang Wen parent. *These are science labs
and art rooms that we helped find the money to get
because we think they are essential.”

F— =

= Miriam Lewis Raccah, who oversees Girls Prep, said
charter operators are not {ooking for fights but are
enthusiastically trying to create successful schools in
areas that have lagged for years.

= “Nobody wants to give up a school that's part of a
neighborhood’s identity,” she said. “The reality is that

there is still a need for better schools, and the question is:

Where are we going to go? It's not as if we're creating
new kids.”

s Officials estimate that over all, the city’s schools are 80
percent full. But figures vary widely school to school, with
some bursting while others have as many as a dozen
classrooms not being used for teaching. Even
determining how many rooms are free is contentious —
most schools use open space for activities like dance,
tutoring and computers — but Education Department
officials often treat those rooms as “underutilized space”
to allow another school to come in.

wh

= Schools that share space often have other tensions just
below the surface. In some cases, as in Brownsville and
Harlem, the regular public school has not performed well
and has seen enroliments shrink while parents flock to
the charter on the other side of the building. Charter
schools that have had success raising private donations
have new desks and computers to show for it. And most
charter school teaching staffs are not unionized, giving
them vastly different work rules and pay scales.

= Sometimes life inside the schools simply resembles life
in New York Cit* with mismatched neighbors learning to
tolerate each other. In the P.S. 16 building in
Williamsburg, the public elementary school uses the gym
most of the day while Williamsburg Collegiate, a charter
middle school in the building, waits untii the late
afternoon. And when the charter school expanded to
ninth grade this year, there was little fuss, just a move
into four more classrooms.

2_/7
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a AtM.S. 126, despite the librarian’s dismay, the principal,
Rosemary Ochoa, has worked out what she considers a
viable plan with the Witliamsburg Charter High School

and its two small spinoffs, which also occupy the building.

The charters get the library for most of the day, and Ms.
Tecza is expected to travel to individual classrooms to
teach the public students library skills.

= In Red Hook, Spencer Robertson, PAVE's founder, said
he expected to stay in P.S. 15 for two more years
because his plans for a new building fell through. He
said that while community meetings about the school
have often erupted in shouts, “they’ve been a very good
neighbor in general, and we don’t even know there’s a
conflict most days.”

= "But the issue of space really plays on that emotional
level,” he said. “Everything is about ‘they are taking your
space’ even if it's not clear who ‘they’ are.”
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>> Reading philosophy
>> Thinking philosophy

>> Doing philosophy

Lewis Vaughn, Doing Ethics:

Moral Reasoning And Comtemporary Issues
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