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CHAPTER ¢

I sence Absolutely Considered

mology. The potency that corresponds to being and is actuated by
it is, a8 has been seen, the thing itself or the thing's nature.
'l‘.l- technical name given to thing or nature in the function of proper
gpotency to being is essence. The term is derived in a rather peculiar
Sachion from the Latin infinitive esse, “to be.” As is the case with so
pmany other metaphysical terms, its use in the technical senmse requires
stonsiderable clucidation. The morphology of the word “essence,” indeed,
pecially misleading in view of what it has come traditionally to ex-
5. A non-existent participle essens is presupposed as though formed
the infinitive esse, like patiens from pati, and is given the ending of
|| a.bsl:m.t noun in the form essentis. In English, this word appears as
essence.” According to its form it should mean the very nature of being,
hat 15, beingness, if such a derivative were permissible in English. But
'T nint of fact it was coined to translate the Greek term ousia, a word
Arnistotelian logic was wsed to denote the subject of predication.
logical context ousia was regularly and without difficulty translated
nce,” Its alternate translation “essence,” consequently, became
casily cstablished in the sense of the subject of being, the potency
ETICE.
rphologically, then, “essence”™ should denote existential act; but
ncally in traditional use it has come to mean the opposite entitative
g, thelpntmcy to being. Only when used of subsistent being does
: toincide with existence, and then only in virtue of the absclute
Y there of mature and being. In all other instances it sets up a
st with| existence. The nwmhul-ugr of the term, accordingly, should
=|"B'!l to influence its accepted meaning. The :t'_l.rmu-luﬂ SETVES,
nect it with being, and to show that it is treated in meta-
from viewpoint of being.* The term describes nature or thing
ncy fo being, in spite of its incongruous morphology.
i dicitor  secandum nudpﬂ'm:l:mclmhb:tma—u
udmwt:hnbmghmﬂ:mufmm St Thomas, De Ente,
Lromelin, p, 4.15-16); tr. Maurer, p. 28, On the criging of techmical

a {ens) and emence and existence, see E. Gilson, “Notes sar le
de [TEte,” Mediscval Stodies, VIIT (1946), 150-158.
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Fssence as Nature. Sensible things, the only direct objects of huoman

cognition, are all individual as they exist in them-
sebves in the real world. But they are known by the intellect in abstraction
from their designation in a particular matter. So abstracted they are still
composed of matter and form, but lack designation in definite dimensions
that could be pointed to with the finger? In this way they are conceptual-
ized with a content of matter and form in general, but not in particular.
They abstract from any indication by which they could be marked off
or designated as it were by the finger in dimensions of length, breadth,
thickness, and at a particular time. In so abstracting from the particular
they abstract from place and time, and exhibit their natures under an
aspect that is found in all the individuals and that is timeless. So ab-
stracted, the nature when considered as a potency to its being is called
the thing's essence,

When the essence is abstracted with precision, it does not fully coincide
with the thing. As will be remembered," “precision” in that comnection
is taken in its etymological signification of “cutting off.” The term is
rather awkward in this meaning so remote from its ordinary English use;
but a technical name is requited for the type of abstraction denoted by
the original Latin word, and it & the best available. Since the essence
abstracted in that way prescinds from or excludes the individuality, it
represents only a part of the thing. It and the individuality go together
to compose the thing, as parts. Since a part is not predicated of a whole,
the essence when abstracted with precision cannot be predicated of the
thing. You cannot say that a man is his humanity, any more than you
can say that he is his arm, as already noted, Rather, he has his humanity
and he has his arm. In this sense, then, a thing is not its own essence,
but has its essence. Its essence is not itself, but one of its principles, when
the essence is abstracted with precision.

Essence as Thing. But the essence can also be abstracted without pre- :

cision.* Abstracted in this second way it excludes

#Om the history of this way of indicating the individual, see Marie-Dominiqoe
Roland-Cosselin, Le "De Ente of Egentia™ de 5. Thomas d'Aquin, reprint [Paris,
1948), pp. 11, m, 1; 5B-60, For Arstotle, the oniversal includes both matber and
form in general. Ses Metaph., T B 1033b24-26; 10, 1035m27-31; 11, 1037a5-10.
“ .. man of animal & the compound of both taken umiversmally” — ibid., 103Tab-T;
Oixfard tr, 2 See above, Chapter 4, n. 13,

# “And this s why we sometimes find the word essence predicated of a thing (for
nw&ﬁsnn:hujmm] and sometimes denied (a3 when we
that Socrates’ essence is not Socrates).” St Thomas, De Ente, o 1l (ed R
Comelin), p. 23.4-7; tr. Maurer, p, 38, On the way in which "being” or “existent”
h&uﬂdlﬂmﬂﬂimmum precision from the individual, see 5t Thomas,
er,, JKI, 4, ad 4m; 5T, 111, 55, 4, ad Im.
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nothing in the thing, but contains the individual designation implicitly
and indeterminately. S0 considered it can be predicated of the thing in
complete identity, even though it itself focuses the mind's consideration
only on the nature that is common and timeless. A man, therefore, is his
¢ own essence when the essence is abstracted without precision. Essence
. and thing are here identical. It is equally correct to say that the essence
. gxists or that the thing exists, when the abstraction of essence does not
 prescind from individuation,

Essence as Common.

ESSENCE ABSOLUTELY CONSIDERED

The essence can exist in reality and in the human
intellect. In reality it exists in individuals, as hu-
4 “manity éxists in millions of meén. The fame essence, humanity, is found
" geparately in every ome of these many individualg, It is common to them
~  all. The same essence, moreover, can exist in your intellect or in the intel
- lect of anyone else who thinks of it. In this cognitional existence it is no
- longer individual but specific. It is the universal species “man,” or human
¢ mnature in its universality, As a universal, it represents all individual men
*' in the one concept. It has a unity of its own as universal, just as in any
" particular man it has a unity that is individual. Of itself, however, the
£ tssence can have no unity. If it had of itself the unity of an individual,
* it would always be that individual. If humanity had of itself the individual

~umity of Plato, all humanity would be united in the individuality of the
- one Greek philosopher and could not be found as an essence or nature
i in‘any other individual. Correspondingly, if the essence had of itself the
¢ allembracing unity of 2 universal, it could never be found in a plusality
* of individuals. But the same essence is found in many individoals and in
. the universal concept. It is common to all. Tt is & common nature®

;h‘lﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂﬂ fl'mn Being. But how can an essence have no unity? Unity
follows upon being as a transcendental prop-
_ﬂ'cr If the essence in itself entirely lacks unity, it must entirely lack
' being. ﬁahasalrcaﬂ‘j' been seen,* every finite nature abstracts from being
E.E;ﬂm exprestion “common mature” i used Frequently by St Thomas, marely by

'_ tus, to designate the essence that is individual in real things and
. umiverml in the mind. The doctine that the common natare is formally distinct
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without prescinding from it. Does this mean that a finite essence is of
itself totally devoid of being? The answer has to be affirmative. If the
essence of itself contained any being whatsoever, it would come under
the control of the first principle of demonstration, the principle of being.
It would be a unit in itself, cut off from thoroughgoing identity with
anything else. It would be just itself. Yet the essence of man is identified
as a whole with Caesar, with Pompey, with Mark Antony, with Raphael,
with Paderewski, and with every other individual man that ever lived or
has been thought of. The whole esence is found in every individual.
Caesar was a man, Pompey was a man, and so on. Each is the essence
man, when the essence is abstracted without precision. If the essence
“man’”’ had any being of its own as an essence, it wonld not allow predica-

tion of anything but itself. “Man is man” would be the one permissible 8
predication.” Only an essence completely devoid of being can be predi- 3§

cated of many individuals in thoroughgoing identity with each,

This means that there is no “essential being” that would be either really

or conccptually distinct from existence® The only “essential being” is
existence, Of itself a finite essence is nothing.® All its being, therefore,

comes to it from its efficient cause, from outside itself. When it is said
to receive being, or to enter into composition with being, it is not thereby
imagined to have already, of itself, enough being to function as a pre-
supposed subject or component. It is not presupposed as already there ©

TOn The topic of ientioa] predioation, see Plabs, Sph, I5IAL, It i stibuicd
by Aristotle (Metsph., 4 29, 10i4b32-34) to Antisthenes, On the problems en-
countered in predicating the whole nature of each individml, see Flato, Prm,, 131408

8 In the long Schalastic combroversy om the distinction hefween esence and exist-
enee, 'I:c;i:u:.iu[_; nbnl_:l: two years after the desth of St Thomas, ERRETICE. WS |.|;|1ﬂ-|:|'1_,

existentiae actualis). Suarez (Disp. Metaph., XXXI, 4, 4-6; ed. Vivds, XXVI, 23

136b) showed conclusively that there was no real distinction between the two. In J
secking to establish 3 conceptosl distinction, Suvarez (ibid,, &, 13-14; pp. 246a-250b) 3
actmal exsbence were the terms He
showed to be really identical, while nenactual essence was the term he establishedst
i n:h.ﬂm.ﬂnthhtngﬁc,#[,t}m"mc

Mumber of Terms in the Soereman Discusson on Emence snd Being" The Modém:S
Sehoolman, XXXIV (1957), 147-191; J. Ghmez Caffarena, "Sentido de b Coont
Ser y Esencia en Swarez,” Pensamiento, XV (1959, 135-154. s
where the entitative |
g whatsoever the cssence mayi
. IF the exprestion esse exsentiae i bo be wsed, the distinction of 5t Thomas will
ﬁhmlﬁzmlnﬂﬂmmu-lﬂmﬂmhﬂmqmthemf

had to change the termms. Actual essenés and
gy comceptually distinet from

de
conkroversy doea not toach the docirine of 53
distinction falls betwesn the essence and any

entitatively distinet from it. The only being af the essence is existence,
#= . so thet whatever aspect of being anything has, it hes only from Godg

Solut: ed, Mandonmet, 1, 946, CE: “Therefore, necessarily, i wounld be ascondin
bo ik2 awn nature 8 non-being, unkess it had being from God." Ihid_ 4. 1, q, 1, &

ad 2m in contr,; ed, Mandonnet, I1, 38,

fi

i
the deliciency of being is from itself” St Thomas, In II Sent, d. 37, q. 1, & 234

E |
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in itself, waiting to receive a further act or perfection of existence, or to
z;:“mm a ucwﬂm:_:npuﬁj:iun- If it were already there, it would nlln-adr
exist.™ A further “existential being” could not confer upon it an existence
it :lrmdy h.':d,qand_m would be superfluous and impossible. Rather, the
existential act is prior to the essence, and endows it with all the being it
| possesses. The caused existential act has to involve its own limiting princi-
* ple, a principle other than itself, a principle whose entire being it does not
presuppase but mntcn How can it be received into something that is not
| already there to receive it? How can it enter into composition with some-
. thing which as yet has no being? The answer to such questions lies in the
i ;::é:rntr of existential act. If the subject or the other component already
= 'n_nﬁn,;._t'hm ‘l"'I:l.IIld be no room for that pricrity. The whole function
k. :n.-.-telnhal act &5 to make the essence be. Its only role is to make jts
1 zmm:b]nct 1}:!, to mnﬁ:r being upon the limiting principle with which it
4 pus;d n pnonty to that participation of the nature of being
i mﬂll'ﬂlllh eicient causality, absolutely no being is there. An essence can
et nnfhﬁr_lg whatsoever of its own, except in the unique case of the
_.ammszng- ing itself, whose essence is subsistent being and not partici-
i oun of Particular Instances. nﬂiugﬂn finite essence is totally devoid
§o _ ing, what becomes of the
Flﬁ.:it 4 rose is etermally a Eﬂwn whether or not a rose ever uim:“:
'i.'hemr or in human cognition? The individual of a Species presupposes
il the common nature nf t!"-i species as its ground, and human cognition
| presupposes the real individuals from which it abstracts the aniversal
i Every individual Fosc, therefore, is a particularization of a certain pl:mt
;a‘utu::, and every individual man is a particularization of human nabure.
e t Emm essence @dwhﬁly_ has its special priority to its instances,
4 I!;."  that prionity involve being? Does it require that the essence
. ::E any way, pnior to its reception in an individual in reality or in
h:m in the mind? On the contrary, that priotity abstracts from al]
& being. If Ehl.‘.lmm_runn essence had any being of its own, it could not be
e of the m:T::u'ld_mls and the universal, as is required when it receives
-~ cxistence in reality or in the mind. Its priotity of community and time.
Slessness, rather, demands that it have no being at all of fts own
4 10 This appeeach el pre-existenne clignge :
;:'.' philosophy, mm"‘hﬂ"‘ difficalty in ﬂa‘::é.ﬂ.i'; haow w .
ol S0 i el P e e e
O below, 5. 20. The much used example of the rase goes huck b0 b fp o
e losses on
-t WWWM? Medieval Philosophers, ed, Richard H&m [Mew
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Yet does this not give an essence that lacks being priority to being, it
being is found only in individuals or in cognition? And how can a rose be
a flower eternally, if prior to the individuals and cognition it has no being
whatsoever? Has the common essence itself any prior ground, a ground
that involves being and so could ensure the absolute priority of being?
The considerations that have already emerged from the investigation of
the first efficient cause show there is such a prior ground of fimite essence.
The first canse creates through free choice, not through necessity of na-
tare, It has to know and choose what it creates. This means that the
essences of all things exist eternally in its knowledge, There the essences
have being, but their being is the being of the first cause. There they are
not creatures, but the creative essence In this way the essences as they
exist in the first cause are the ground of the commen essences that abstract
from all being. The common essence in its tum is the ground of the
individuated nature; and the individuated nature as well as the nature
absolutely considered is the ground of the universal that exists in human
cognition.'* Being remains absolutely prior to essence, and timelessness
is assured to the common essence withoot requiring that it have any being
as such, A rose is eternally a flower because the abiding ground of its
essence is the eternal knowledge of it in the hrst cause. IF it did not exist
in some individual, therefore, or in some knowledge, it would not at all be
even a fower. It would coincide with nothing. Because in itself it has no
being, it can exist by the divine being, by real created being and by cog-
nitional being, The divine being is prior to it in every respect, while in
the order of formal causality it itself is prior to the other two ways of
being.

Formal Cansality. Ewen though an essence just in itself s completely

devoid of being, and 5o is actually nothing, neverthe-
less its potentiality distinguishes it from utter nothingness. Though actu-
ally nothing it is able to be something in reality, for it is able to receive
real existential act. It is a potency to real existence, while nothingness,
conceived as a nature, has no potency to real existence. Essence, there-

™ becanse before it has being, it i mothing, except perhaps in the dntellect
of the coeator, where it i3 not a cresture, but the crestive esence” St Thomas, De
Fot., IT1, 5, ad 2m.

9% _ hence the first consideration of any csused mature whatsoever is as it '.

exists im the divine intellect; the scond considerstion iz of the nabare itself absolisbely;
the third ss it has being in the things themselves or in the sngelic mind; the fourth
#3 it has being in our understanding. . . . the diviee understanding is the reason of
the nsture comsidered absolutely and in simgulars; and the natare el comsidersd
absolutely and in singulars is the reson of the heman o ing, and in a certain
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fore, is properdly a potency to real existence, not just to cognitional exist-
ence, Accordingly, negations like nothingness, contradictions like a square
circle, and privations like blindness, are not essences. They can receive
cognitional being, but not real being'® They cannot exist in the real
world, but only in the constructions of human reason. Human reason can
Eﬂh: the positive notion of being, negate it, and so set up the notion

nuthingnm“ as though it were an cssence. Similarly, reason can take
the notion of sight in a man, retain the subject but deny the form and
set up in place of the form of sight its privation. In this way the privation
blindness is conceived as though it itself were a form and so an accidental
:::mu:. But properly, an essence has to have a positive formal aspect of
its own.

On account of this formal aspect the essence determines the existential
act. It exercises formal cansality in its regard. In natural philosophy, form
nnlm?um-n to determine as act. It is the act of a2 matter, and as act
determines the matter. But in regard to existential act, form determines
1_:|n'|!'_l.r as potency.’ It is the potency that limits the existential act, and
in so limiting it determines it to the existence of a tree, a stome, or
whatever the essence happens to be. Because it determines only as po-
tency, the essence does not have to have any actuality in priority to the
reception of its existential act. For this reason it is able to determine and
limit without requiring any actuality in pricrity to being. As the subject
nl.'le:qsm it calls for no prior being of its own, and as the determining
principle of existence it demands no actuality, It receives its actuality
from the existential act it determines.

In the order of formal causality, then, essence determines being, and
the form of the thing is in this sense the cause of the thing's being. The
Fﬁqeqtmmufihheingisuhinﬁttuit,butth:hmnlﬂmh
intrinsic, As formally cavsed by the essence, its being may be said to
flow from the essence and to follow upon the essence. In this way every
nature is essentially a being'® because an essence is of its very notion a
potency to being and formally demands being. This formal requirement,
of course; is not enough to make anything be, The efficient causality of an

W 5ee 5t Thomas, De Ende, L . i
e et e
] no essence. Similarly pervatbons, relations of remson, and secomd in-

tentions as . do mot have essemce. On relations of beloew

T any re af reason, sec . Chapber
14 “Hence being is not determined by anything el in th bency is dieter-

ﬁ by an act, but mtber & an act by o pabency,”™ 5t T;;'TL:E Pn:,'vu, v
"“:,.’mmmmmn being.” §t Thomas, De W

Ct. ibid,, 1, arg. 1; 5T, L 6, 3, arg. 2. : Gk
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agent has to make that formal causality actual.** But in any production of
being, even in creation, the agent has to function through | the formal
causality of the essence its efficient causality brings into being.* That is
the only way it can produce finite being, and all caused being is finite. A
fnite essence, therefore, though of itself it is nothing, is nevertheless
different from nothingness. It is 2 potency to real being, while nothingness
i5 no such potency. Without existential act, finite essence |is nothing,
Yet it is able to be actuated existentially, and in that very actuation it
functions as formal cause. It is here the formal cause, not of a potency
like matter, but of an act that is other than itself. It can never prescind
from being, for in its very notion it is a cause of existential act, not
efficiently, but formally, Although an essence does not include real being,

it nevertheless does not exclude it. Nothingness, on the contrary, excludes
real being.

Absolute Consideration. But if finite essence of itself is nothing, how

can it be known as such? If a nature as commen
has no being whatsoever, how can it be spoken about and treated of
metaphysically? The preceding paragraphs have as a matter of fact been
discussing it and wsing it as a subject of predication. Clearly it cannot be
known directly. If it is of itself nothing, it cannot in itself play the role
of an object of cognition. It can be attained directly only where it exists, [t
exists in real individuals and in the universal that is brought into being
in the mind. These may be known immediately, the individuals by direct
perception, the universal by reflexion. Comparing the various existences
of an essence, say humanity, the intellect sees that the essence of itself is
not bound to cognitional existence nor to existence in any real individual,
It can be in the one or in the other indifferently. There is nothing in
humanity that requires it to be present in any particular individual or in
any universal cognition. Since no one of these existences is necessary for
it, it may be considered as freed from them all. This is called essence in
its absolute consideration. It is only a consideration, not a way of being.
It is the result of a difficult reasoning process, and not an object of direct
perception. Its referents are the real individuals and the univesal. In
strict language the essence absolutely considered is mot an “it” in the

W, ., being of itself upon the form of @ creature, prespposing, however,
the infux of Cod.” §t ST, 1, 104, 1, ad m,
w4 ., God produces natural being i us through crestion, with mo efficient

:
E
:
a
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sense of a subject able to receive predication, for it is not a being. Therapy,
accordin be practiced in its usec.

The MIEMtS?EMM of cousse, is what is predicated of
each individual® It alone is able to be predicated, because of itself it
abstracts from any being that would keep it 'I.Inittﬂ_mth one snb}nt.'tlan.ﬁ
exclude it from others. Yet as directly known in any instance, it &
known as existent. The copuola, expressing its hﬂng.l pn_:mdtﬁ it. The
common nature “man” is known in the particular app]lJm!I:mm: John is a
man,” “Panl is a man,” and 50 on. In the universal it is given cognitional
existence 25 3 subject of predication, as “Man is mortal.” These uses
presuppose that the mature “man” is common. If the nature were not
commeon, it could not be predicated in those ways nor '|:|-E: mn?uw:d uhs
universal. But that implicit community does not manifest directly the
lack of being it involves. This is brought to light only by carcful meta-
metaphysicians. For its explanation in logic, individuality and m:mu;hr.]r
suffice. The third or absolute consideration is from the viewpoint of being,
and is proper to the metaphysician. It is the conclusion of a demonstra-
tion, and not a direct perception. In it essence abstracts from individual,
unﬁﬁhm thu:,gris individual when existent in reality, umlm'ul when
existent in the human intellect, but common and not :mh:nt when
considered absolutely, Essence as commen nature, essence in its :h:.ﬂlutc
consideration, and essence as contrasted with existence coincide. All

- of man thus ahatracts from every act
dehh;E;Efi?mmhm from it, And it s the

natare comsidered that we predicate of all individual beings.” De Ente,
d ‘:i p. 168=11: tr. Maurer, p. 40. CE ibid, II, pp.

i
i’
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three denote the essence that may be brought into being by existential act,
either in reality or in cognition. Becanse it is completely devaid of being,
the essence so considered is able to be common to many indjviduals and
to the universal, and leave all being whatsoever on the “existence” side of
the “existence-essence™ couplet. But becanse the essence is in itself not
directly knowable, its distinction from its being cannot be directly repre-
sented in cognition. One can only reason that the distinction has to
be there. i

L}

Entitative Principles. In essence, the second of the two entitative prin-

ciples of beings 5 found. Metaphysics aims to
investigate beings insofar as they are beings, To understand them from
the viewpoint of being, it has to explain them in the light of their
entitative principles. It iolates these prineiples as being and essence. To-
gether these constitute finite realities. MNeither of the two entitative
principles can be represented by the human mind as just in itself. The
origin ¢f human cognition lies in sensible things, and all other knowable
objects have to be represented by the mind in their light. Sensible things
are composite, known simultaneously in their essence by simple appre-
hension and in their being by judgment. Every other knowable object,
accordingly, has to be represented as something that is, The two entitative
principles are no exception, The first, being, is shown to exist as a
nature in the first efficient cause of things, and as an act that is not a
nature in all things else. As an existential act that is not a nature it has
to involve its own limitation, an essence that is other than itself. In this
way it confers being upon a man, a mountain, or a star, Strictly, what exists
is not the existential act itself, but the limiting essence that has being in
virtue of the existential act. The limitation is not a negative cutting off of
further being, but a positive thing like the man or the star, A limitation
of being is a thing that exists,

To be tnderstood at all, then, essence has to be approached from the
viewpaint of existence. OF itself it s nothing and so cannot make itself
ntelligible, 1f it is proposed in itself as the starting point of its own
cxplanation, it leads to hopeless tangles. It would have to be considered
as already there and so enjoying some kind of being in itself, while waiting
to receive another kind of being called existence. But the possession of
any being at all in its own nature would prevent predication and render
superfluous and impossible the reception of the alleged existential being.
To ask how that which is not can receive an act if it is not already there
to receive it, or how it can enter into real composition if it does not
already have being of its own, is to set up essence as a fully constituted
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starting point in its own right. Regarded as a mif—m@ph‘l:ad nature instead
of a principle that has its being and its intelligibility from an act other
than itself, it occasions insoluble problems. But when it is given t]u: status
of mere potency to being, it is conceived as a principle that has its 't:ﬂr-:g
and its intelligibility from its existential act. Made actual by existence, it
has a specific intelligibility showing what the thing is, in contradistinction

to- the intelligibility in the jndgment that the thing exists. In this way it
- functions as a positive “mtelligible opposite™™ of being.

In the light of these two opposite principles, being and essence, finite
things lic open to metaphysical investigation. Continued therapy, how.
ever, has to be practiced, since finite existence is urmrmdlably rcpm&m_tﬂd
as “something,” even though in itself it & not a reality nor a thing.

E Correspondingly, finite essence is represented as though it were a thing in

22 [y this being hat an intelligitde opposite, ramely essence. Sidney Hook,
"The Cuest E?'B:in:.' * Proceedings of the XIth International Congress of Phrjm-
ophy {Amsterdem and Lowvain, 1953), XIV, 18, would "banish the term _EEl:ll'IIE'
from the vocabulary of phiosophy,” because he finds no sach epposte for it. “In
ordinary discourse every significant word has an intelligible opposite. Being, huwﬂtr
ay an 2l inclesive dtﬁm does mot seem to possess an intelligible appesite. Ihid.
Yet the intelligibility what a thing iz seems ﬂb‘l‘_ll:ll.l'.ll}' d.lﬂtl:_'ul! from the inbelligi-
bility expressed in the jodgment that if exists, as is apparent in the ﬂ:u_1|:|h _Df ?l
Thomas that you mn know what a phoenix i without knowing whether it exists in
seality, The two are opposite in the full semse of the opposition betweem act and
potency, even though the actus] intelligibility of essence is brought about by exist-
ence. The opposition between them from this viewpoint does not at all mesn that a
ereated essence has enough achuality of itself to be intelligibde, while it needs a soper-
added act to exist in reality. “Esscntial being," distinet from existence, would confes
this intelligibility of its own upon emence, 35 may be seen for mstance in Geiles of
Rome (ca. 1247-1316): "For we say that a created mature, Il'thuu!nh it is of suflicient
sctuglity to be undemstood in itself, 5 oot of sufbcent :-tthu_]nlr o cxist im lhﬁ
real world, unless an achaality that is cemmonly called ‘being” is superadded to it
Quodl, ¥, 3 (Louvain, 1646}, p. 273, Giles seems to have been the first knovwm
writer to plice & real distinction between cssential being and existential being, and
to imsist that they are two differsnt realibes. On the nni:nil:: t'he nmlmﬂ-l-urb:

regndmg  the el distinction between sSsence a cxsstence, fee I
ﬂnﬂ:ﬂt “Lis  Premitres I}m;m la Distinction Réelle enkre IEum:t e
UExistence 1276-1287." Revue iste, XY |:1'5|lﬂl. T41=T65: I'. Famlns, “Les
Disputes d'Henri de Gand et de Gilles de Rome sur b meidon de 'Essence et de
I'Existence,” Archives d'Histoire Doctrinale et Littéraire d'u_Mnrm“AF_. XV-XVI1I
;J'HI:I-HH], 323-358, On the introduction of the doctrine of “smential l:lnnll"
into the Thomistic tradition, see Meorman | Wells, “Caprealus oa Em_nﬁfrand Exis-
tence,” The Modern Schoolman, XXXVHI (19607, 1-24. "Essential being may lﬂ‘.l_::-
wise appear in modern philosophy, eg: “And though 2 term may cease to exist, it
canmot cease bo be: it s still am entity . . " Bertrand H.ma::!'l’hcﬁnmphnf
Mathemstics [Cambridge, IW}}_dp. -'1-'.'|'=. }m, +-!.Ir'1j.3]. CE: “Again every berm i
immatable and indestroctible ™ Ihid., p. 44 (Do, : ;

In comteast to megation, the postive chancter of essence is described br 5t Thomas:
"Mothing however is found afirmatively asserbed in absolute fashion in the cawe of
every being, except ity essence, according to which it & smid to be” De Ver, I e
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itself, Yet without its being it cannot function at all as a direct object
of intellection, Both principles, accordingly, have to be represented as
existentially actuated realities, even when one is considered in opposition
te the other, But the necessity of representing each in union with the
other should not be the occasion of allowing any being to finite essence
just in itself, nor of thinking that finite existence just in itself is a thing
or a reality. Every finite reality has to be constituted of both principles.
Résumé, FEssence is the proper potency to being. When abstracted with-

out precision, it coincides with the thing that exists, and is
predicated of the thing in thoroughgoing identity, This is possible because
essence abstracts from all being. In its absolute consideration, essence is
prior to its existent instances as found in reality and in created intelli-
gences, but is subsequent to its existence in the divine mind, Through
formal causality it specifies its existential act. In this way it is the second of
the two entitative principles of finite things.
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CHAPTER 10

Substance

Divisions of Essence. Often the word “essence” is used in express con-

trast to the accidental. The essence of comfort
might be considered by someone, for example, to consist in informality,
with other requirements more or less accidental to it. In philosophical

E- usage, however, every real accident has its own essence. Size, color, time,

place, and so on, present distinct objects of simple apprehension, over and

- above the nature they modify. That nature remains the same nature while
* changing in such accidents, A man remaing the same man as his color

changes from white to a deep tan with the course of the summer's sun.
The color is an accidental essence that changes while the nature it
qualifies remains the same. Every accident, accordingly, is in its own way
an essence. Nevertheless, the use of “essence” in contrast to the accidental

©  is not without its ground. Accidents arc always modifications of some other
& cssence.There is always a more basic essence prior to an accidental
" essence. The divisions of essence, therefore, will not be univocal but will
¢ follow an order in which one type of essence will be basic and primary.
¢ The other types will have reference to it as its modifications. This con-

dition grounds predication through reference® while the proportional rela-

tion that every essence has to its proper existential act establishes analogy
4. among the various types of essence.

The divisions exhibited in these ways by essence are called categories

¢ or predicaments. The terms are borrowed from logic, In Greek, “category”
& meant first a) legal accusation, then the broader notion of something
¢ ‘asserted or said of anything, and finally in the Arstotclian logic it took
¢ on the technical signification of a predicate. It became traditional in the
£ sense of 2 column of predicates one placed over the other until the highest
& ‘was reached. “Man" was predicated of Socrates, “animal” of “man,”

L “living thmg"‘l of “animal,” and so on in ever widening range until the

© 1 “But substaice s 2 being sbeclutely and through il and al kinds ocher than
" substance are in a certain respect and
| Metaph., lect. 1 (ed. CathalaSpiazsi) no. 1248, CE ibid, nes. 1247-1259, and In
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through substance,” 5t Thomas, In VIT
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