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Letter 9 is a letter of recommendation, which Horace recommended
Septimius to Tiberius. In the letter Horace made fun of Septimius in a direct
way by using the word “effrontery,” in order to show that it is Septimius

himself who wanted to be recommended.

Br. Koss: In earlier times, you are not supposed to speak to someone unless
you’re already been introduced. Take “Pride & Prejudice” as example, Mr.
Collins has the nerve to introduce himself to Mr. Darcy, which is completely
unaccepted. An Inferior is never permitted to speak to the superior. That’s

why Septimius would not be allowed to speak directly to Tiberius.

Neil Berstein: Horace here was trying to defend for himself that he was
ordered by Septimius to do so. The effrontery here was to say “I have no
choice, that my friend asked me to,” which also means “take away my native
modesty.” He did so in case Tiberius was not satisfied about Septimius.
There seemed to be similar situation in ancient China that people needed to
go through several layers to approach the emperor, and also need someone to
recommend for him. As a matter of fact, Tiberius is an even harder emperor

for people to approach.

JEI{E % . Augustus also made an effort to appear approachable. I have a

picture of him looking loveless and cold.

Raquel: It might be because if you want to be the ruler, the government has
to come first and you need to control your passion. He finally became Julius
Caesar’s heir and Antony & Cleopatra were pushed aside. So you might need
to see what drives a man. In some way he seems cold, but he became an

excellent ruler. That was the age of the “Roman Peace” for many years.

Patrice: Let’s move on to the next letter which shows the contrast between

town life and country life.



Raquel: I compare this one .10 to 1.14 To the Foreman On My Farm. In this
epistle, Horace put his foreman down by saying himself doesn’t have a brain
and preferred to hang out with his slaves. Another comparison is satire II.2,
when he lived in Hiasinki, he used one of his neighbors as example of frugal
life. He described him as “uneducated and unacademic but strong with moral
fiber.” Another example is II1.6, “Town mouse and country mouse,” which he
explained as a funny satire, mainly about country v.s. city. Here I would like
to talk about the theme in [.10 that is “country life versus city life.” Here he
was writing a letter to Fuscus, who prefers city life, while Horace prefers
country life. Horace used “stream” as example, as being beautiful and
peaceful. In the poem it revealed that Horace is tired of the luxurious life,
because luxury comes with responsibility and stress. Horace explained that
he lived better in the country, since it was not that disturbing. He also tried
to promote the benefits of living in the country. He indicates in the column
of p.192 that city people always think they conquered nature, but nature is
smart and will always come back. Horace told Fuscus that humble men will
have unexpected joy and opportunity. He regards humility as an important
virtue. In the bottom of p.192, Horace used a story of a stag to imply that one
who fearing poverty will lose the liberty. In p.193, Horace used another
metaphor, the “wrong size shoe” to imply the fall of some historical emperor
such as Mark Antony and Cleopatra, one wasted his later life in luxury and
eventually died, while the other being too ambitious, overestimated
themselves. Horace finally asked his friend to be happy with what he had,

control his money well instead of being controlled by his money.

Patrice: Fuscus was like a school teacher, while Horace uses “we” to

represent Roman people and showed he sincerely enjoys country life.

I.11 (2 main points discussed: “forgetting the friends who have already
forgotten you” & “people who raised overseas change not their mind but

their place™)



Brother Koss: There are 5 clear sections in this poem. There are many islands
and city names mentioned here. The first part was mainly about questions to
Bullatius and finally gave comments that “he wouldn’t mind living in these
places.” In the second section, he gave three examples of travelers’ condition.
In the third section, he gave three similes for Rhodes and Mytilene on a good
man’s reputation. In the fourth section, the narrator was making some
statements. Finally, in the fifth section, he made the final statement about the
main points he wants to make. With this poem, we’re very close to the
current century concept of satire. So this is very much a gentle satire on
people who travel, trying to get away from their cares. Horace clearly points
out that cares go with you and it’s the state of mind that is important.
Whether you travel or not, it doesn’t change your state of mind. In this poem,
there are some phrases that attracted me. In the first section, there is a
translation “Forgetting my friends, forgotten by them.” This is suggesting
that we should “forget the friend who has already forgotten you.” On page
195, there are phrases like “reason and sense/ Alone can dispel your worries”
and “with nothing to do/ And no time to do it,” which I couldn’t understand
the meaning here by its translation. In times, translator might have inserted
their interpretation on these works, which explains that we should eventually

go back to read the Latin version.

FEl{8 & : The translation of the points here could be “having forgotten,

forgetful of my friend, that I must forget.” The Latin version might convey

stronger feelings, saying that these people must be forgotten.

Neil: He was suggesting that living in the country might have the possibility

to be forgotten, but that’s the way it is since he enjoys the life there.

Denise: He might be saying that if this is the way to be forgotten, it is a way

to detach oneself.



Brother Koss: The Latin version of the phrase in the last paragraph “reason
and sense/ Alone can dispel your worries” might be suggesting “people who
raised overseas change not their mind but their place.”
[.12
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[.13

Neil: Here Horace was asking Vinius to take the odes to Augustus and
demand him to be careful when carrying them. Horace was at an uneasy
position that he must be cautious of the safety of the odes, thus ordered
Vinius to be watchful of the books. He also reminded him to be careful of the
way he presents them to Augustus, or else he will be humiliated. Horace also
tried to inform him of the social manners by saying in a humorous way,

“Don’t sling the package under your arm like a farmer picking up a lamb!”

I.14



JE|#2%& . The theme of this letter is basically about city v.s. country. Horace
is consistent in favoring country. Some of Horace’s dedication in salutation
seemed tagged on. It is possible that the poem was originally written as a
satire. Here Horace has used some differences in syllables to alter the
grammatical form of this poem. Horace was excited about his affairs in the
farm and also his poetry. Horace was working as a field hand. He had his
farmer as completely out of character as another image that gives this poem
an air of artificiality. The word “hole” in this poem actually means “corner.”

This might have something to do with the translator’s own interpretation.

I.15

Wendy: This poem was written to ask Vala What the weather was like there
down south since Horace was planning to go in the winter. He talks about the
nice weather in the country and also the importance of living in accordance

with the nature.

I.16

Neil: This poem basically deals with the question of “What is a good man?”
Horace doesn’t want people to judge a good man by consulting a
philosopher’s idea. The most essential thing for a well-educated orator is to
become a good man. For an orator in ancient times, to be a good man comes
before the talent of being a good orator. A good orator should first have
excellent character and then he can have the persistence of well speech.
Horace also points out that “you don’t have to be a philosopher to be a good
man.” On the other hand, Horace also talked about the conventional
definition of a good man. He then provided a statement that “The man who
lives in fear is not exactly free.” He suggested that if we want to define what
a good man is, we need to realize what free man means first, since only the
free men can be good. Free man has the right to live up to his will. Take
following the law as example, following the law with wrong reason is as bad
as not following the law. To be a complete good man is to make a complete

moral decision that conform everything. On the other hand, if a good man is



put into conflict, he should be able to stand out and make clear his own
righteousness firmly, regardless of others’ challenge. If confronted injustice,
a good man will still not be threatened because he believes in his own faith
and freedom. If you are wise, you are free; if you are free, when people
challenge your freedom, you always have the freedom to die. Here it reveals

one’s attitude toward freedom and one’s value toward his own life.

Denise: This conventional idea reminded me of one of Confussius’ idea, “F
FIEBEE”. It’s important to examine yourself and your state of mind
especially while you are alone, and under such condition it is more possible
to show that you are a virtuous person. Also, there is another Confussius’
idea, “FB T =3E1E,” the three presets for a person to follow in order to
become a person of integrity. These are courage, compassion, and kindness.
A way to examine if a person is of integrity is to see whether this person is
free from fear and anxiety. With these concepts, a person doesn’t have to be

a scholar or a celebrity to become a good man.

I-17

In this book, there are two instances where he talks about the cynics.
One is the imagery of dog biting, in which he referred to an unknown person
who he thought to be worse than a dog. He also used a couple of Greek words

to depict the one as a vagabond.

I-18

The theme in this poem is basically about “being yourself.” Homer
provided some advice on relationships. On friendship, he suggested that
people should not be too dependent on others. As for marriage, he mentioned
that relationship with people’s own wife is different from that with a mistress,
which we could use Mark Anthony and Cleopatra as a clear comparison.

On living our own life, Horace suggested that we should focus on
moderation rather than weird behavior. He considered that it would be safer

to take the middle road on most things. In the poem, he also mentioned the

10



importance of controlling yourselves. As a human being, we always have
sacred trust on or from others. Even if we get angry or drunk, we should still
be in control. As for manners, we should always get good gold of ourselves.
For example, if we’re having a meal in a king’s banquet, we should definitely
be polite enough. What we also need to notice is that we should not have

trouble speech or dirty speech, in order to show our social manners.

I-20

Here the content is mainly about the introduction to his own book by
Horace himself. He used the story of a slave as a metaphor, who tried to run
away from his master, while the master simply asked him to go and do it and
never come back. He considered his books as an “escaping slave,” since he
knew that there would be serious critics about his books. Horace showed
clear stance in his book that he preferred country life rather than city life and
he kept criticizing those people who lived there. However, even if he knew
that his books might be disliked by people in Rome, it somehow turned out
that they were well accepted there. He thought that even if the books might
disappear at then, they would still be published or treated as good Latin
materials for people at that time. This poem is a special one since mostly

authors don’t “taik to his own books.”

II-1

In this book, he mentioned how sacred Augustus was to the people at
that time. He was worshiped as a God even while he was still alive. On the
other hand, he considered Romans wise, but not always wise about literature.
One other point he tried to mention here was that he thought the poets at that
time could always provide benevolent influence to the society. As a poet
himself, he didn’t care about money and other materials. He also suggested
that poets don’t provide problems to society.

Greek culture was of great importance to him. As far as he was
concerned, even though the Greek were captured at then, their culture

captured others somehow.

11



I1-2

In this part, the editor talks about the structure, diction, phrases, and
allusions towards literature and life. The topic here is mainly commenting on
literature and human behavior. This poem is divided into several sections,
including contents such as Horace’s own education, his poetry, Rome,
poverty, and writers need for more revision on their works. Horace also
provided some description on the city Rome to show his own perception,

both on poverty and literature.

Satire 1

In this satire, Juvenal gives a brief introduction to his own satire. Then,
he talks about his attitude toward money and how it plays its role in the
society and everyone’s life. Juvenal writes in an exquisite way and stands
still to his perspective. In this satire, Juvenal mentioned that writing satire
takes an important part in his life, that it is hard for him not to write satire. In
some way, Juvenal believes that he is always right, while what others’ say
are not trustworthy.

Overall, the first satire stays around the topic “money.” Juvenal wrote
that wealth was the most important God in the society. At that time, people
build towers and altars to worship and ask for peace and love. But how
strange it was when there were no altars for worshiping wealth, since people

regarded wealth the most important thing then.

Satire 2

This satire talks about Juvenal’s idea on homosexuality. In the beginning,
he briefly talks about the concealing situation of homosexuality at that time.
It was definitely an unaccepted thing for most people. However, strangely,
some wives were willing to accept the fact that their husbands have a secret
male lover. Because of the problem of lacking of children, women at that
time accept secretly about their husbands’ male lover as long as their

marriage wasn’t affected seriously, in a word, to make peace of their
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relationship. Juvenal gave his condemnation on homosexuality through a
humorous way in this satire. He showed his mistrust and dislike on those
people. He ridiculed the homosexual relationships and tried to announce to
people the fact that they could not give birth to any children, even though
that was an already-existed fact everyone knew. This somehow showed his
plain knowledge and his narrow perspective, which apparently was inferior

to other masters such as Horace.

Satire 3 & 4
This satire was written for an old friend leaving Rome. Juvenal

complained about the practical society of Rome, where things forced those
who do not have money to leave. It was hard for those poor people to live in
this kind of city. Everyone respected none but rich people. It happens that
rich people take bribe in order to survive in this kind of society. Juvenal also
noted that Rome was a city far more expensive than any other city to live. He
concluded with the sickness people get after living in Rome, mostly mental
illness.

Juvenal described that rich people sometimes are like monsters in the
city, and they are never humble. He suggested that they are the ones bringing

problems not only to themselves but also to the city.

Satire §

In this poem, Juvenal raised different topics through discussing what
happened during a dinner banquet. He mentioned that people would soon
become like a slave if we agreed to do anything just for food. Juvenal poked
fun on one of his friends who was being invited to the banquet with other
rich and royal people. He considered his friend hungry for food and thus
might become nothing but a beggar, who sacrificed himself to deal with
those wealthier people. Then he talked about the problem of slaves by telling
what happened during the banquet. After the dinner started, he first discusses
self-control. When a man was really hungry, it could be ridiculous if he still

pretends he could wait another while before everyone can eat together. He
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even used a fish as a metaphor, which was like a slave waited to be served, as
well as his friend. Throughout the whole poem, Juvenal utilized different
kinds of foods to compare the ridicule of people pretending to act the way

they do not normally act.

Satire 6

There are several topics within this poem, including social morality,
human nature, adultery, and homosexuality. Juvenal rather focuses on the
chaotic relationships between men and women here and criticized women’s
wrong behavior a lot. For example, extra marriages, when people marry their
own relatives or anyone in their family. In such city full of criminal acts,
Juvenal discussed the original sin of human beings and how easy it would be
for us to do crime. From reading this poem, readers might be able to consider
themselves lucky to live in the contemporary, since what happened in Rome

could be unacceptable nowadays.

Satire 7
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Satire 9
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Everyone prays for something, the passages here explain why and what
we shouldn’t pray for. This satire talks about the 5 or 6 things we pursue all
the while but might cause us troubles. The first one is riches, or wealth.
There are troubles that come with trouble. The second one is power, in which
he uses the example of Seganaes, a roman who dealt greatly with power but
caused himself with a lot of trouble. The third one is eloquence. People at
that time expect themselves to be eloquent, like Cicero. Then it’s military
success, such as Hannibal, who tried to conquer Rome. Then in the satire, he
depicted that most people pray to live longer. However, once people live
longer, they get to see more people pass away. Next, he deals with beauty,
since people expect their children to be good-looking, for example, Naevolus
in satire 9, who was beautiful but eventually caused himself a lot trouble.
Finally, in the conclusion part, he pointed out what we should pray for after
mentioning things we shouldn’t. He suggested that God gives us what we
want, since he knows what we want. Apart from the things mentioned, he
also considers that we could pray for a healthy life. What’s more, in the
satire, he listed several reasons why we should pray for braveness. He
suggested that we should pray for a heart that doesn’t fear death, and is able
to endure suffering. If we tried to be brave and great, we are able to achieve
the life we pray for. To sum up, we must understand that we need to be good
if we want to live a good life.

After reading this satire, group members started thinking what Juvenal’s
religious belief is. As far as Brother Koss is concerned, Juvenal was not yet a
Christian. He knew and believed that God will arrange our life, but we

shouldn’t just let him do that.

Satire 11

This satire mainly talks about the importance of living a good, simple
life style. Many people at that time seek political power, but neglect the
importance of the simplicity of life. Juvenal uses people’s appetite as a
metaphor, in which we try to be demanding on eating delicious food, but we

end up realizing what we really want are some simple foods. There are a lot
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of symbols in this satire used to indicate how people pursue power and
quality life but forgot to be simple, for example, artisan, politician, food, and
employment. Juvenal tends to say things in extreme. What he was trying to
point out in this satire is, if people are living a wealthy life, they demand
their quality of living and things look good enough; but if people are living a
poor life but still try to live fancy, it would be the most ridiculous thing. He
was saying that we shouldn’t live above our social status, what we need is to
learn to live modestly. In addition, we should also learn to control our
appetite, not just in eating, but also our pursuit for power, money, and other

material things.

Satire 12

In this satire, there is some confusion on the first person and second
person narrative point of view that makes it difficult to read. There is also
parallel writing strategy about the Gods and the Goddesses. Here Juvenal
uses a lot of symbols such as ship, thundering, and sea, to describe the living
condition of people at that time. They were able to contribute their religious
sincerity to Gods hoping they could have money and wealth back. Human
sacrifice was also a big issue in this satire. He uses lambs and sheep to
indicate how people sacrifice to Gods just to pursue the possible wealth and
happiness. Under such poor condition of society, Juvenal leads us to find
who the survivor is through a tempest. In this poem, he uses the symbol of a
ship struggling in a tempest, with slaves and victims on it. Through the heavy
storm, people died or being thrown down at sea by the wind, but there were
still survivors who tried hard to keep their lives. The case is the same for the
society at that time. Even though most people were struggling for their living
and were definitely having a hard time, there were still people who worked

hard and bore the pain and lived on.
i~ BRI

WRGAIRT E P © #EHH ZAIGATET ARIIER » BB AR AR R A E RT3
wr R SOERE - BIEEM - WA DURGERF AAYTERARRGAES © EHEE &

17



AlEm L E T RAR B R -

HaAay RSN ¢ AT R EUS - it - BB LERT S - REST
Femrr AT 2R E GRS - BB BRI He » BRTEEREEK - Bk
BBy - ARG RFHEE TR AR E R U I ROE A - S
EIRFRY AR -

W LS AT R FLA SO + AT B A S B RO RRGR - ERE RS IR
O REARRE - BREERE IR F AT RS - BN N AEHAT A\ BB A
ERFRITNERER AR (AT IR EH S  hEKEE
PR TREkE] - SREFE AR FRORIFES -

Tt R - BXBERR - BEREFEAT I AMER  WHRHEHER - A
HEACHIRS R BB ER -

AaRTRE SRR AE BB R S Bt e BIansR I - 15 - R - sl
HJE 5% NS R LR S B A T 58 I B AR - B TH IR KFE
RERFRVINEE ORI EREE T EE) » #RRIRE Horace » {B{EFEHI G
FET R - Horace thLIRYIZREER N E » EHEARALIRAREMNE
A S - BFIHERBEAES - it §EE - BRETEEIS RS
SHRAETEERIER R -

AC IS B AT - RFISER RS H RIS E R an /A B 5
LR LS EERPOREG RIS E S AR /530y
R[FIRE > 3 BEARKE TR A -

N~ HEEERENEET

EERBEIHE T BE  EEESNETN/ EARWNSH+ (EASH
TARBEHDEE) - HRNERERSEBNREER  FESEH HEAEN
HRE EadR - RIRF R SRR R s R B P A 2 2 R A S R R B v~ DUR
RENMPES L =R -

5 TI@INp B FIBIRRLL T Re ) B —RAZ P EFIR AR g h
TR BGHEARE LR — A - SR EERN IR TR I A EF
RIS AT F SR SOE LA R %S » R B PTRE S S B AR B A B 5
BERMAE -

RGN\ LRERNEE RS (HEERBREN2ELER -
EERICRRE RSN - DU S e SR B THREAE - E— RS 3R
TBAHE L) -

18



e BCEES

RBEGEEEEBERT R LA EEE AL - FrEsiEE R
FE AR R B PIRH - RS LIRHREMRHEERENER

&

+- mERE

SFEERA - R
A AL T RS

PR | RN | AWSEAK|  BASEAR sragyE
O szage B2A B1A WS
WSO8 | 10k ZIA A (B LA

Z1A)

[

20






