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Introduction

It would be convenient indeed if such a contentious issue as the relationship
between population and resources could be discussed in some ethically neutral
manner. In recent years scientific investigations into this relationship have
multiplied greatly in number and sophistication. But the plethora of scientific
investigation has not reduced contentiousness; rather, it has increased it. We
can venture three possible explanations for this state of affairs: (1) science is
not ethically neutral; (2) there are serious defects in the scientific methods
used to consider the population-resources problem; or (3) some people are
irrational and fail to understand and accept scientifically established results.
All of these explanations may turn out to be true, but we can afford to
proffer none of them without substantial qualification. The last explanation
would require, for example, a careful analysis of the concept of rationality
before it could be sustained (Godelier, 1972). The second explanation would
require a careful investigation of the capacities and limitations of a whole
battery of scientific methods, techniques, and tools, together with careful
evaluation of available data, before it could be judged correct or incorrect. In
this paper, however, I shall focus on the first explanation and seek to show
that the lack of ethical neutrality in science affects each and every attempt at
‘rational” scientific discussion of the population—resources relationship. I shall
further endeavor to show how the adoption of certain kinds of scientific
methods inevitably leads to certain kinds of substantive conclusions which, in
turn, can have profound political implications.

. The ethical neutrality assumption &5 /g TEAER

Il. Malthus, Thomas Robert (1766-1834 EERMEEY » A CSHIEE)

lll. Ricardo, David (1772-1823 HEFERKHEES )

IV. Marx, Karl (1818-1883)

V. Methodology and the Population-Resources Relation H:EREL A —

=g/l
VI. The Political Implications of Population-Resources Theory A [1—&¥E
HERHIBUA R

VII. Conclusions #53f

— ~ Harvey, D. 1974b. What kind of geography for what kind of public
policy? Transaction of British Geographers 63:18-24
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The evolution of the discipline, in terms both of its aims and its professional

organization, must be seen as an adaptation to external conditions, particularly
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to the development of the corporate state with its emphasis on the 'national
interest'. The corporate state forces education to be seen purely as investment
in manpower and academic research becomes subservient to the state and is
used to preserve and strengthen the status quo. There is here a potential
conflict with the academic's sense of moral obligation, but in practice the
conflict is resolved by the parochialism and elitism of the humanistic tradition.
To help to move away from the corporate state and towards the 'incorporated
state' in which men can control the social conditions of their own existence,
geographers need to address their efforts towards understanding the tension
between the humanistic tradition and the pervasive needs of the corporate
state and thereby to learn how to exploit the contradictions within the corporate
state itself.

GEOGRAPHY AND MORAL OBLIGATION (¥R ERR S EE 7S
THE MORAL OBLIGATION OF GEOGRAPHERS HBFH A B E/EZEFE
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“...social inquiry into the value of raw and transformed matter,
human and otherwise, extends his earlier formulations of urban
social justice via a broadening of the socio-geographical to
encompass nonhuman subject-matter. Harvey shows how the
contrasting formulations of the particular and universal, place and
space, justice and difference, work through different social ecologies
and argues for a relational dialectical understanding of socio-spatial
process as a basis for comprehending environmental conflict and
forging potential alliance. Environment becomes not simply a
background to social action but necessarily constructive of it,
whether the actor is a global corporation, its spatially fragmented
workforce or a movement for environmental justice.” (Matless 1997,
pp.394-395)

Noel Castree £ Derek Gregory 2 2006 #REEHFKAY David Harvey: A Critical
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”On the one hand, I develop a general theory, but on the other hand,
I need to feel this rootedness in something going on in my own
backyard.”
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Theoretical innovation so often comes out of the collision
between different lines of force. In a friction of this kind, one should
never altogether give up one’s starting point — ideas will only catch fire

if the original elements are not completely absorbed in the new ones.
(2001: 9)

David Harvey: A Critical Reader —E %K EE] » 41 Mellisa Wright
LA”Differences that Matter” (pp. 80-101)—727 » 23 M #=HE | {FHIEENZERH
B & SIS A E 2214 Sharon Zukin RISREAEEHEN i35 EEAYRAIE T 55 David
Harvey on Cities” (pp. 102-120) ; Eric Sheppard RILIH B B ¥ /A RS RIIFRTEE 22 R
HIFGE 2K Emdt " David Harvey and Dialectical Space-time” (pp. 121-141) ; Bob Jessop
it Harvey $ffAZefi] BERFREIAYAHEIMES: » ~Spatial Fixes, Temporal Fixes, and
Spatio-Temporal Fixes” (pp. 142-166) ; Nancy Hartsock [L—%5 3 25" Globalization
and Primitive Accumulation”5J5y Harvey ¥fAEEEARYE & T 25 EEL © Bruce
Braun >{”"Towards a New Earth and a New Humanity: Nature, Ontology, Politics”5s
af Harvey {Fih ¥ 4E SLARERTE A SO & P& BUA R T SR B B B0E
b TR B3RS - 53 Nigel Thrift» Cindi Katz Bd Noel Castree 5126 Harvey
RS W2 S ERE R SR RN R R E AR TER
TR ATRERY » TEW L) 2T E RS BB B St iR EE 2 T » Hp e
BEEGAPERITRE - EAEE » Harvey HCLI—30"Space as a Keyword” 5
BT TZER ) —ER SRR U E BRI S LA R B
AR BRI PREIERRIR T - BREERE S TR IR M B -

Harvey WU+ 2B A E(EMEZEIA - it & LE NS HT4E « BHE
PHROGTE] ~ Z2REI SRt B LB G R BRI BB ARG, - MR e AR » SRR
HER M AUt GRBR BRI - WEENEERSE S aERE

28





