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BEEAEEE Jacques Derrida, The Animal That Therefore I Am, Chapter3-4
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Chapter 3
Derrida 120: It poses the idea of an animal characterized by an incapacity to pretend

to pretend or to erase its traces, an incapacity that makes it unable to be a “subject,”

that is to say, “subject of the signifier.”

Subject of the signifier

... it is from the Other that the subject receives even the message that he emits.

Van Haute: The human being as a being of needs (/\) cannot express its needs other
than through language. For in order to satisfy needs we require the help of the Other,
who will herself immediately interpret the utterances of the child in terms of the order
of signifiers. When a child cries, the mother says, “She must be hungry,” “She needs a
fresh diaper,” or “She is unhappy.”. . . Lacan compares the pre-linguistic subject that
inscribes itself in language to a fisherman, who casts a fishing-line (the vector /\$)
into the world of language (SS’) and, as it were, “catches” a signifier (“the fish it

hooks™)

H A
Diagram of the “quilting point” (point de capiton),

the “elementary cell” of Lacan’s “Graph of Desire.”



1 A Schema It

S(O): the punctuation, in which signification ends as a finished product (meaning
supplied by the Other and about the Other)

O: the locus of the treasure trove of signifiers

Sign-> Signifier (the break between the object and the sign)

“the dog goes meow, the cat goes woof-woof,” . . . the child, by disconnecting the
thing from its cry, raises the sign to the function of the signifier and reality to the
sophistics of signification, and in his contempt for verisimilitude, makes necessary the

verification of multiple objectifications of the same thing. (Ecrits 682)

1. The opposition between animal coding and human language
Animal/Man
Index/Signifier



Code/Language

Reaction/Response

Evans 25: Codes are the province of animal communication, not of intersubjective
communication. Whereas the elements of a language are SIGIFIERS, the elements of
a code are indices. The fundamental difference is that there is a fixed bi-univocal
(one-to-one) relationship between an index and its referent, whereas there is no such
relationship between a signifier and a referent or between a signifier and a signified.
Because of the bi-univocal relation of indices and referents, codes lack what Lacan
regards as the fundamental feature of human languages: the potential for ambiguity
and equivocation.

See p.123; 172(notel: animal-machine); 173(note 9)
2. The animal will never be, as man is, “prey to language.”
See p.121

£ TR WIS HIRE T A B SR - D MR T A Rl B
FEEMEESRP SRS PRI RANBYEAREE  BEER
SRR R AR NERAR (1991 125) T {EE B T T RSt -
FHREUEREBSEE, (1991: 126) » FIRNESHIA " ERSHIERER ) ©
"R ST HIEIR ) RERARIERAAE

The experiment of the inverted bouquet

TEEIERTE R L B - AR - AIERE RO T eI AR R A R AREE BT AT



Ay BEMRERE S (FEVEE AR R L RHEL T ) & RN Eh g6
FTLABESfE R XA % > GG E FRIEIES (1991:
77-78) - DrFAF| FIE e B SR Fs Loty -+ BAEEREARYE » FTalfsE— e RIE
BElEEY - P EGHEREYNIES - RO —ERER - ST EnE
REGA DR ER B AAEE - BEBREFYG EEERREDY
YIREITE SRR E % A THEEE ERNGE  GREEEmEREAC
FBRNEE  MEEFEGNERZREE T » ME A T TRER L E £ R FE
(1991: 138)—filiN R EHERFAR RS RIS ST HIEA > MR AT DABS R,
#(2002: 5) - FTLAMBIEERAERE SR £ EERERE "2k, &
B B EATRHER T BETRE | BEREIYIFTE REVPE S (SGEESH
HIfRE)  (BRMATTTLAE A BIREIFE (HERFE) - kU AER PN
(go-between) » {EMFERMERIES (1991: 138) -

B ANE BB REHR TR RSR5RE R AR SRR
BRERH - S LA R DARR I 88 RO R I ER BA

Schema with two mirrors

IRAERT—EE R - TRATEINEGMAEEEEER (Rt EEEE
BREUTE R EARRTEIEAYAS & e BIR 2 (RIS ZE (parallax ) S22 » BLIL
BHR T REEEIMSEBALIS (1991 78) » HEREEINA—FEFEDE - e
A0 —{EEFTN 0 B S S MIE S th ] DIE RICHREER S AT msEhn
REf (1991: 124-125) ; AR X BEATRER RV R ICE SR ER AN B2
H » BECRIA SRR - HAJEERR - RGER R A TTRE R HAG B B/ - BT
A E SR BRSSP ] U B e A S AR R MRS E
FERIER - KETESESEEGREAN TEBE TULURERBAN
AF R FHHERHE B A DAE M AT W B e IR ER T 8



& (1991: 41) —RETHFTRERZIRIEG: - RIELIRITILER - THRAIHR
(regulation ) LB SZHFIAFHTHIIAS (symbolic connection) R THI S F-HI B I2K
ELrduey 28 R B A% - AT BRI E R A B R | TRINSE —E B e
"WeABRTEAREE /& | (Brousse 1996: 121) » fEE REE R - T
BE RS ? R GER A RRE T BACIEAE 7 S ENTEELER
RGN - FERPRGHVERE , (1991 141) s 52 » BATELIE "R,
HURKEE - EE AT SR TR LR " REtR BEGE | HUBM
gRRIER - WREZLIRIARSHE N - (ERE - (BXHH - BEE
7 REGEHEY AERAEKER  FREEZ) - (GEItEHRE
T 65 (2007 % 3 H%E) : 67-116° )

3. feint vs. deception of speech (pretend to pretend)

See pp.127-29

p.130:

See Ecrits 120 (Derrida, p.174 notel4)

Let us note first the critique to which it is necessary to submit the confused idea that
many decent people endorse: that crime involves an eruption of “instincts” that breaks
down the “barrier” constituted by the moral forces of intimidation. . . . But if instinct
does, in fact, signify man’s indisputable animal nature, it is not at all clear why this
animal nature should be less docile when it is embodied in a reasonable

being. . . .man’s ferocity toward his semblable exceeds everything animals are capable
of, and that carnivores themselves recoil in horror at the threat man poses to nature as
a whole. But this very cruelty implies humanity. It targets a semblable, even in [cases
in which the cruelty more directly targets] a being from another species.(“A

Theoretical Introduction to the Functions of Psychoanalysis in Criminology”)

Derrida’s deconstructive reading:



1. Seep. 125

Cf. Merleau-Ponty

*It is the body which “catches” and “comprehends” movement. The cultivation of
habits is indeed the grasping of a significance, but it is the motor grasping of a motor
significance. A woman may, without any calculation, keep a safe distance between the
feather in her hat and the things which might break it off. She feels where the feather
is just as we feel where our hand is. . . To get used to a hat, a car or a stick is to be
transplanted into them, or conversely, to incorporate them into the bulk of our own
body. Habit expresses our power of dilating our being in the world, or changing our
existence by appropriating fresh instruments. It is the body which “understands” in

the cultivation of habit.

2. See p.122, p.128, p.132

3. See pp.133-36

p. 134
cf. Ecrits 460:
... The anima, like a rubber band, snaps back to the animus and the animus to the
animal, who between S and a maintains considerably closer “foreign relations” with
its Umwelt than our own, without our being able to say, moreover, that its relation
with the Other is nil, but simply that we only ever see it in sporadic sketches of
Neurosis.
AR SRR MIRASEE S P - B e R sl TR s

7o SEHER 2 REEHIREE (a feint or a feint of afeint) ? HifE " AT HIREHER
sEEb AR R — TR B AIAEREE - NEE  AHROH - (Bt R FRAER - FrErIR
85 FEZSFEMELE . BETHROCBT e ERERELE

(reposited) » PRI AT EEMEEIMBEE | (Derrida 2003: 135) o ERR
RIS DRI DI S Z R R R . (136) —RELRER T HKi
fo - T EAAE B MM 1SS AR R B - B LRt G E AR
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"1@#HHI7TEY ) (supplementary move) (136) - HEEEIGEE TR EH
By B ERES PRI MEEA RS U REEE R EE DRSS
st — HHEZKES - ARt 2 A LML E " Rt E | E— R
JER - EAZERILFR - REFHEEGREYRIRERR T OMtEE &k, 1
EST » HOPELABERAYRE S SG R K @ 7 N BN IR R A TASEHY -

DR BT AR ASEER T REE ) HIRED) - (bR RIASEREAE ) W HERE S tLE A
FEHAMEAVE RN | MRS REIEIHESE - SGLEBMREEE
w > WRIEERE DB G 7 S BRI I L R LAY « SRANEAERTHEL - fIM
BERN "EE WERiHEEKHER T R AEESE R —EE TR
) —F RENER - BYIR RESCRAEREIKER - FER AR B AR
FEAETFRRTREY T SRBSTESKER | (strategic pretense)  (2003: 130) - BENEHEMIER -
BRI S » ASEBYIRIHEREE T < FrUAE R MER BRI ASHRERS: - B E
BT DA 7 HES AR T DUS AR GRS HIAES] (reflexive
power) EREHEHCHEENIRKER{ARIEE (Derrida 2003: 130) - ZH7#E
DI NEEA RIS - (FERE - Bk (T i) NERESEE : 2
BRECEYBRSIEE - (hA202) 2008 43 A5%)

Chapter 4

Derrida 142: Heidegger posits that the structure of the “as such” is refused to the

animal

Heidegger 66-67: Attunement is not some being that appears in the soul as an
experience, but the way of our being there with one another. . . .Attunements are ways
of being-there of Da-sein, and thus ways of being away. An attunement is a way, not
merely a form or a mode, but a way—in the sense of a melody that does not merely
hover over the so-called proper being at hand of man, but that sets the tone for such
being, i.e., attunes and determines the manner and way of his being. . . .attunement is
a fundamental manner, the fundamental way in which Dasein is a Dasein. . . .

Attunements are the fundamental ways in which we find ourselves disposed in such

11



and such a way. Attunements are the “how” according to which one is such and such a

way.

Heidegger 196: If poverty implies deprivation then the thesis that “the animal is poor
in world” means something like “the animal is deprived of world,” “the animal has no
world”. . . . Poverty in world implies a deprivation of world. Worldlessness on the
other hand is constitutive of the stone in the sense that the stone cannot even be

deprived of something like world.

W~ AR ARR

BT+ —RAEEY - FHRIAARIENY Timaeus B 69A-79E » BRI S
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Hh—R o RIS ER R =R BB R o [EHIERERD - Timaeus HIZIRE
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=R FRIEE B R N T RRIE » 2k8 TR, rEEFRIEEE A
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