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1. (1)
I intend to remind myself of my past foulnesses and carnal
corruptions...

B E A BN A

What does the term “carnal corruptions” refer to? Actions motivated by
sexual desires? Actions out of sensational desires?

What was corrupted, sensation, soul?

... so that I may love you...

It is from love of your love that I make the act of recollection.

What is love? Agape (giving love)? Eros (desiring love)?

The recalling of my wicked ways is bitter in my memory...

Did Augustine find bitterness when he acts in those wicked ways?

... so that you may be sweet to me...

... a sweetness touched by no deception, a sweetness serene and
content.

Does it imply that there is some sweetness touched by deception,
sweetness not serene or content?

God’s love is true sweetness.

Genuine sweetness is serene.

You gathered me together from the state of disintegration in which I
had been fruitlessly divided. I turn from unity in you to be lost in
multiplicity.

How is a sinner disintegrated or divided?

One can recover or find unity only in God.

... I was burning to find satisfaction in hellish pleasures.

What are hellish pleasures? erotic adventures

In what sense are those pleasures hellish? Do they lead to hell, or are they
themselves hell?

Are erotic adventures themselves hellish, or does indulgence in erotic

2
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adventures hellish?

... I became putrid, by pleasing myself and by being ambitious to win
human approval.

Sinners believe that pleasing themselves and seeking human approval are
sweet. But they are not genuine sweetness.

ii. (2)

The single desire that dominated my search for delight was simply to
love and to be loved.

Is love the ultimate motivation for all our actions?

But no restraint was imposed by the exchange of mind with mind,
which marks the brightly lit pathway of friendship.

Can, and if so, how can, exchange of mind with mind, or friendship,
impose restraint on our pursuits of love (or erotic adventures)?

Are sexual pursuits necessarily isolated from exchange of mind with
mind?

Mind? Heart? Soul?

The bubbling impulses of puberty befogged and obscured my heart
so that it cannot see the difference between love’s serenity and lust’s
darkness.

Can one see the difference if one is freed from impulses?

Is it one’s fault to fail to see the difference?

Confusion of the two things boiled within me. It seized hold of my
youthful weakness sweeping through me through the precipitous
rocks of desire to submerge me in a whirlpool of vice.

Your wrath was heavy upon me and I was unaware of it.

What God’s wrath consists of?

I had become deafened by the clanking chain of my mortal
condition ,

the penalty of my pride.

mortal condition: the condition can lead to death

What condition? confusion, sexual lust and hellish pleasures,
submergence in whirlpool of vice?

3

What is pride?

Does God punish one by making him unaware of his wrath, or does
penalty just mean consequence?

I traveled very far from you, and you did not stop me.
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God’s wrath also consists of not stopping one from sinning?

Could God have stopped us from further sinning? If so, how?

Why does God refrain from stopping us?

How slow I was to find my joy!

... I'travelled much further away from you into more and more
sterile things productive of unhappiness, proud in my self-pity,
incapable of rest in my exhaustion.

More sterile things? More sexual intercourses, or other pursuits of
desires?

ii. (3)

If only someone could have imposed restraint on my disorder. That
would have transformed to good purpose the fleeting experiences of
beauty in these lowest things, and fixed limits to indulgence in their
charms.

There are beauty and charms in sexual intercourse (and other pursuits of
desire), perhaps at least in sexual union intended to procreate children.
Sexual union can be good while indulgence in sexual intercourse is bad.
Then the stormy waves of my youth would have finally broken on the
shore of marriage.

Marriage helps?

I could not have been wholly content to confine sexual union to acts
intended to procreate children, as your law prescribes. For you shape
the propagation of our mortal race, imposing your gentle hand to
soften the brambles which were excluded from your paradise.

For? What causal connection?

How can propagation of the human race (or marriage or sexual union?)
soften the brambles?

4

Your omnipotence is never away from us, even when we are far away
from you.

Alternatively, I ought to have paid more vigilant heed to the voice
from your clouds...

Alternatively from what? Marriage?

It is good for a man not to touch a woman.

Had I paid careful attention to these sayings and “become a eunuch
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven”, I would have been happier
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finding fulfilment in your embraces.

Marriage can be good but it is better not to have marriage?

One who comes into marriage forsakes some kind or degree happiness in
God?

1. (4)

1 exceeded all the bounds set by vour law, and did not escape yvour
chastisement — indeed no mortal can do so. For you were always with
me, mercifully punishing me, touching with a bitter taste all my illicit
pleasures.

God's chastisement: bitter taste accompanying illicit pleasures

God punishes us by making us unaware of his wrath, but also punishes us
by making us feel bitter? Why?
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ii. (4)
I exceeded all the bounds set by your law, and did not escape your
chastisement — indeed no mortal can do so. For you were always with
me, mercifully punishing me, touching with a bitter taste all my illicit
pleasures.
God’s chastisement: bitter taste accompanying illicit pleasures
God punishes us by making us unaware of his wrath, but also punishes us
by making us feel bitter? Why?

Your intention was that I should seek delights unspoilt by disgust,
and that, in my quest where I could achieve this, I should discover it
to be in nothing except you Lord, nothing but you.

God adds disgust to hellish pleasures so that one may find delights
without disgust in God?

What is true delight? Why can’t we discern true delight (God has to add
disgust to fake delights)? Is it because of God’s penalty?

You fashion pain to be a lesson, you strike to heal...
God punishes us in order us to direct us to genuine happiness.

I gave myself totally to it in acts allowed by shameful humanity but
under your laws illicit.

iii. (5)

And why do I include this episode? It is that I and any one of my
readers may reflect on the great depth from which we have to cry to
you. Nothing is nearer to your ears than a confessing heart and a life
grounded in faith.

... this same father did not care what character before you I was
developing, or how chaste I was so long as I possessed a cultured
tongue — though my culture really meant a desert unculivated by you,
God.
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iii. (6)
His [Augustine’s father’s] delight was that of the intoxication which

makes the world oblivious of you, its Creator, and to love your
creation instead of you. He was drunk with the invisible wine of his .
perverse will directed downwards to inferior things.

But in my mother’s heart you had already begun your temple and the
beginning of your holy habitation.

iii. (7)

Wretch that I am, do I dare to say that you, my God, were silent
when in reality I was traveling farther away from you? Was it in this
sense that you kept silent to me? Then whose words were they but
yours which you were chanting in my ears through my mother, your
faithful servant?

In what sense?

. in the secret of my conscience I recall the memory of her
admonition delivered with vehement anxiety...
they were your warnings and I did not realize it.

Among my peer greup I was ashamed not to be equally guilty of
shameful behaviour when I heard them boasting of their exual
exploits. ... they derive pleasure not merely from the lust of the act
but also from the admiration it evoked.

iii. (8)

Mother’s hope

iv. (9)

I wanted to carry out an act of theft and did so, driven by no kind of
need other than my inner lack of any sense of, or feeling for, justice...

My desire was to enjoy not what I sought by stealing but merely the
excitement of thieving and the doing of what was wrong.

iv. (10)
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... sin is committed for the sake of all these things and others of this
kind when, in consequence of an immoderate yrge towards those
things which are at the bottom end of the scale of good, we abandon
the higher and supreme goods, that is you, Lord God, and your truth

and your law.

vi. (14)

So the soul fornucates when it is turned away from you and seeks
outside you the pure and clear intentions which are not to be found
except by returning to you. In their perverted way all humanity
imitates you. Yet they put themselves at a distance from you and exalt
themselves against you.

Was I acting like a prisoner with restricted liberty who does without
punishment what is not permitted, thereby making an assertion of
possessing a dim resemblance to omnipotence?

viii. (16)

What fruit had I... in these things which... above all in that theft I
love nothing but the theft itself? The theft itself was a nothing, and
for that reason I was the more miserable. Yet had I been alone I
would not have done it... Therefore my love in that act was to be
associated with the gang in whose company I did it. Does it follow
that I loved something other than the theft? No, nothing in reality
because association with the gang is also a nothing... But my pleasure
was not in the pears; it was in the crime itself, done in association
with a sinful group.

In what sense is association with the gang a nothing?
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Book Three : From sixteen to eighteen

I-III  First Days at Carthage
I Comes to Carthage : in love with love: “a cauldron of illicit loves”
II Passion for stage plays: pity superficial and real
IIT “ An act worthy of the fruits of death; a student of Rhetoric; the eversores

*  spiritual disintegration: pear-stealing—Iloving—Tfalse images—philosophical
dualism—deceiving innocent people——not only searching for himself but also
searching for God

* be in love with loving (but not something substantial)
the love of stealing (a love of nothing)—the love of loving (love for the deeper
nothingness)—the love of loving is more fundamental (fundamental
predicament)—permit Augustine fall into a bottomless pit

* loving is the inversion of restless heart - remain unsatisfied
finite--infinite structure of consciousness
fornication is a symbol of our attempt to turn away from God by returning to the
absolute nothingness
something has a soul—inspire his love—stimulate interaction other people is a
persistent force that animate him.

Bodily metaphor ascribed to the soul—bring the soul and the body together
(only bodily connection—separation—Tlose contact with his soul and with the
souls of other people --transition from sins the body to sins of the soul)

The body is not sinful in itself, but becomes corrupt as it falls away from God ;
soul makes the corruption possible

II.

* the theater is filled with images—he distance himself from the theater

* Counterfeit version of life and counterfeit solution to the problems

* the more pleasure—the less free

* in responding to the unreal suffering on stage, we experience grief without mercy

*  feel sorrow of others make mercy possible—grief—compassion—Ilove of
friendship—real compassion (from God)

* enjoyment & joy—should not love sorrow for satisfaction but with charity—the
kind of love to the other

* God is the ground of love—he manifest love and mercy without ever experiencing

SOITOW.
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* counterfeit compassion--epistemic level—ontological distance between the center of
his soul and fictional contents of consciousness
Compassion—from knowing to willing—from surface to beneath
Deepest compassion for others is transformed charity—from knowing and willing to
being
[I
*  Unfriendly friendship—difference between pear-stealing episode and
Wreckers—negative direction &absolute negativity—come face to face with
nonbeing.
IV-V Cicero and the Bible
* nineteen: his father has been dead for two years
* another father—God
* Cicero’s book—not style but substance—the love of wisdom—fourteen years
* the style and substance of the bible
* He refuses to commit himself to Cicero because the name of Christ is not in his
book?—Why?
* he cannot penetrate the substance of the bible’s text—Why?
* what is the difference between the substance of Cicero’s work and the substance
of the Bible?
Cicero—Stoic &Skeptic—philosophical wisdom

Biblical wisdom—confidence in the power of the God

VI—X: Joins the Manichees

* Manichee: understand the cosmos, deliver people from the power of evil—attract
Augustine at both practical and theoretical level

* Manichee allows its adherents to approach the moral dimension of life as if they
were spectators,turning away from the problem of freedom and avoiding
responsibility for their own action.

* the dualism to which he commits himself reflect the positive and negative
dimension of his earlier experience. In.infancy—original innocence stands
alongside original sin; in childhood—natural exuberance stands opposed to
burdensome restriction; in adolescence—the journey away from God is
counterbalanced by the wish to go back home.

* two kinds of images: represent the object (phantasiae)& represent nothing
(phantasmae, product of the productive imagination that do not correspond to
anything at all, fantastic and false)

* reject the Manichees dotrine that God is identified with bodies in the heavens

rather than with the creative source of existence
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