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Postcolonial Women’s Literature and Cinema
Fall 2003
Pin-chia Feng

Course description:

What is postcolonial women’s literature and cinema? This question of
definition is the central problematic we will work with in this class. The main
objective of the course is therefore to investigate postcolonial and feminist
issues as represented in literary and filmic productions by women. Our
trajectory of exploration will start from the (post)colonial India, move to the
Black diaspora of the neo-colonial United States and the Caribbean and then
circle back to our own island nation and the issues of the Chinese diaspora.
Along the way we will cover postcolonial theories, feminist film theories, and
theories of diaspora.

Class Readings:

Class Reader and selected films

Roy, Arundhati. God of Small Things.

Brodber, Erna. Myal.

B3 % - (k%) (TheLost Daughter of Happiness) -
BHE - (AE) -

kR (HH) o

Requirements:

Class attendance and participation 25%

Reading/ film logs (1 page): graduate 4; undergraduate 2—handed in on
Wednesdays 20%

Oral presentation 20%

Final paper (in English, double-spaced): graduate 12-15 pages; undergraduate
6-8 pages 35%

Schedule:

9/18 Introduction to postcolonial literatures and postcolonial studies

9/25 India Film: Earth; A ppadurai

10/2 Film: Fire; Naficy“Accented Cinema”

10/9 God of Small Things; Friedman

10/16 Films: India Cabaret, Sdlaam Bombay; Arora, L awrence, Freydberg
10/23 Film: M onsoon Wedding; Johnston, Mulvey, Gaines
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10/30 The Black Diaspora Film: Mississippi M asala; Hesse

11/6 Film: Daughter of the Dust; Mellencamp, Erhart

11/10 Professor San Juan: “Pos-9/11 Reflections on M ulticulturalism and
Racism in the U.S.”

11/11 Professor San Juan: “Problems in the Project of M apping
Globalization”

11/13 Film: Eve’s Bayou; Gibson-Hudson, Stubbs, Naficy “Transnational
Cinema”

11/27 Caribbean Myal

12/4 Film: Sugar Cane Alley; Pajaczkowska, Givanni, Conde

12/11 cultural studies lecture series (1:30-5:00 PM)

12/18 The Chinese Diaspora Films: Double Happiness, {0 4/ig) ; (3

£) . (ANE)
12/25 HK and Taiwan Film (&2 #kI1R) ;8 £3% % (3:00-5:00 PM)
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Arora, Poonam. “The Production of Third World Subjects for First World
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