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University”—University of Technology as an Instance

Yun-Yun Chen
Department of Food and Beverage Services of Tainan University of Technology
t00021@mail.tut.edu.tw

Abstract

In the overall history of the development of the university, the functions of the
university have been adjusted with the social trends at the time. In his book, The Uses of
the University, focusing on the development of American society, Clark Kerr points out
that due to the explosion of knowledge and the changes of social statuses, modern
universities have become a type of “multiversity”, a key site of knowledge industry and
have to walk out from the ivory tower and become a service station for the society.
Kerr’s practical conceptions successfully lead the high education of America to
transform from elite education to civil education and accelerate the industrialization of
the country. They not only overthrow the tradition of the university since the medieval
times but also make multi-developing high education system of America an object of
learning to other countries.

In our country, the high education follows the American ways mainly. Yet, by the
term of “multiversity”, Kerr also means to keep the tradition of academic freedom,
teaching and research focuses besides social services. Our high education, on the one
hand, to meet the social demands, has turned to utility thoughts and practical knowledge
because of the impact of the knowledge economy, differences between academy and
practice and high unemployment rates. Moreover, they transfer the focus of teachings to
the cultivation of vocational abilities. On the other hand, non-academic universities such
as university of technology get involved in the myth of pursuing extraordinary academy.
The uses of the university have lost balance.

This study, taking university of technology as an example, reflects the
vocationalization of education from the viewpoint of “the uses of the university” and
hopefully comes up with potential adaptable methods.

Keywords: the uses of the university, vocationalization of education, university of
technology
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Explore the humanities and social sciences in general education
innovation - From theory to practice the way interpretation

Karen Yi-Chwen Kuo

Tainan University of Technology
t00208@mail.tut.edu.tw

Abstract

Purpose of this paper is to explore Taiwan nearly two decades of reform in
university education, general education courses from the old paradigm of how thinking,
nurtured and transformed for the construction of the new curriculum reform and
discusses general education curriculum reform policies in response to the exploration
and resolved. On motivation, how to view the connotation of general education reform
from the perspective of general education humanities innovative technology, and allow
more forward-looking and challenging Liberal Studies; secondly changing times
background research on the general education curriculum paradigm shift, and research
model, humanities technology oriented scientific research oriented model of inquiry. By
exploring the historical context of the reform of general education, looking from the
exploration program to enhance the practice of obtaining a model curriculum and
teaching reform experience, but also for the general education curriculum to explore
how to create and develop from the plight of education in reform the maximum
performance and teaching. In the research literature to explore and general education
reform, is divided into four spindles were discussed in order to explore the general
education curriculum in the relevant literature and the positioning of university
education and educational reform and development of China's General Education
Practice. First, in order to explore whether the operation of general education reform
must be a comprehensive review of the local improvement or point; secondly to
discover and explore those issues currently Taiwan's representative of general education
reform, analyze the situation from the practical and the ideal functioning of education to
learn through the context of the current situation and the development of knowledge,
such as educational innovation; and finally to explore what role teachers play in the
general education curriculum reform in order to understand the general education
reform and development as a basis for reference only.

Keywords: research model for education reform, curriculum practice
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