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Chap. I. The Author gives some account of himself and family. His first inducements
to travel. He is shipwrecked, and swims for his life, gets safe on shore in the country
of LILLIPUT, is made a prisoner, and carried up the country.
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| attempted to rise, but was not able to stir; for, as | happened to lie on my back, |
found my arms and legs were strongly fastened on each side to the ground; and my
hair, which was long and thick, tied down in the same manner. | likewise felt several
slender ligatures across my body, from my arm-pits to my thighs. 1 could only look
upwards; the sun began to grow hot, and the light offended my eyes.
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When the inventory was read over to the Emperor, he directed me, although in
very gentle terms, to deliver up the several particulars. He first called for my scimitar,
which I took out, scabbard and all. In the mean time he ordered three thousand of his
choicest troops (who then attended him) to surround me at a distance, with their bows
and arrows just ready to discharge: but I did not observe it, for my eyes were wholly
fixed upon his Majesty. He then desired me to draw my scimitar, which, although it
had got some rust by the sea-water, was in most parts exceeding bright. 1 did so, and
immediately all the troops gave a shout between terror and surprise; for the sun shone
clear, and the reflection dazzled their eyes as | waved the scimitar to and fro in my
hand.
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