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Feminist Suspicions (187-91)

1.

Some feminists were “worried about the models and images of machines,
assemblages, planes, forces, energies, and connections advocated; suspicious
regarding their use of manifestly misogynist writers like Henry Miller and D. H.
Lawrences: critical of an apparently phallic drive to plug things, make
connections, link with things”... “They have paid lip service to feminist interests
in their advocacy of the process of becoming marginal or becoming-woman as
part of their challenge to totalizing procedure.”

The task: “whether in fact such reservations and suspicions are warranted
regarding what Deleuze and Guattari call their “rhizomatics,” and whether
indeed rhizomatics may provide a powerful ally and theoretical resource for
feminist challenges to the domination of philosophical paradigms, methods, and
presumptions that have governed the history of Western thought and have
perpetuated, rationalized, and legitimated the erasure of women and women’s
contributions from cultural, sexual, and theoretical life.”

“Insofar as feminist theory and Deleuzian rhizomatics share a common
target—the reversal of Platomism—a reversal that problematizes the opposition,
so integral to Western thought, between the ideal and the real, the original and
the copy, the conceptual and the material, and, ultimately, between man and
woman, it may in fact turn out that a (provisional, guarded) alliance may be of
great strategic value.”

“Tt will be necessary to outline a number of their central concepts and images
that may be of relevance to feminists, especially those concerned with bodies,
sexualities, pleasures, and desire—the Body without Organs, the desiring
machine, becoming-woman; and those of more general methodological relevance
such as the notions of rhizomatics, cartography, intensities, speed, planes.”

Feminist Conjunctions (191-97)

5.

“In the first place, like a number of their contemporaries, Deleuze and Guattari
challenge and displace the centrality and pervasiveness of the structure of binary
logic that has exerted a domination in Western philosophy since the time of Plato.
Not only do they seek out alternatives with which to contest or bypass the
metaphysical bases of Western philosophy (which Derrida terms “logocentrism™:
the necessary presumption of givenness or presence); they seek to position
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traditional metaphysical identities and theoretical models in a context that
renders them merely effects or surface phenomena within a broader or differently
conceived ontology or metaphysics.”

The question of difference : “A difference capable of being understood outside
the dominance or regime of the One, the self-same, the imaginary play of mirrors
and doubles, the structure of binary pairs in which what is different can be
understood only as a variation or negation of identity. Deleuze claims to
conceptualized difference in terms beyond the four “illusions” of representation:
identity, opposition, analogy, and resemblance. In conceptualizing a difference in
and of itself, a difference that is not subordinated to identity or the same, Deleuze
and Guattari invoke two forms of energy and alignment: the processes of
becoming and the notion of multiplicity, a becoming beyond the logic,
constraints, and confines of being, and a multiplicity beyond the merely doubling
or multicentering of proliferating subjects:”

“A Multiplicity has neither subject nor object, only determinations, magnitudes
and dimensions that cannot increase in number without the multiplicity changing
in nature.”

“A multiplicity is not a pluralized notion of identity (identity multiplied by n
locations), but is rather an ever-changing, nontotalizable collectivity, an
assemblage defined, not by its abiding identity or principle of sameness over
time, but through its capacity to undergo permutations and transformations, that
is, its dimensionality: “Multiplicities are defined by the outside: by the abstract
line, the line of flight or deterritorialization according to which they change in
nature and connections with other multiplicities.”

The notion of becoming: “While the notion of becoming has proved an
enormously fertile ground for a surprisingly large number of post-Nietzschean
thinkers—Derrida, Irigaray, and Levinas, to name but a few—it has functioned to
provide nonteleological notions of direction, movement, and process.”

Deleuze and Guattari’s understanding of micropolitices, their affirmation of
localized, concret, nonrepresentative struggles, struggles without leaders, without
hierarchical organizations, without a clear-cut program or blue-print for social
change, without definitive goals and ends, confirms, and indeed, borrows form
already existing forms of feminist political struggle, even if it rarely
acknowledges this connection.

The notion of the body: “Deleuze and Guattari’s notion of the body as a
discontinuous, nontoalized series of processes, organs, flows, energies, corporeal
substances and incorporeal events, intensities, and durations may be of great
relevance to those feminists attempting to reconceived bodies, especially
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women’s bodies, outside of the binary polarizations imposed on the body by the
mind/body, nature/culture, subject/object, and interior/exterior oppositions.”
“They link organs and biological processes to material objects and social
practices while refusing to subordinate the body to a unity and homogeneity
provided either by the body’s subordination to consciousness or to organic
organization. Following Spinoza, the body is regarded neither as a locus for a
conscious subject nor as an organically determined object; instead, like the book
itself, the body is analyzed and assessed more in terms of what it can do, the
things it can perform, the linkages it established, the transformations it undergoes,
the machinic connections it forms with other bodies, what it can link with, and
how it can proliferate its capacities—a rare, affirmative understanding of the
body.”

“Spinoza’s question: what is a body capable of? What affects is it capable of?
Affects are becomings: sometimes they weaken us to the extent they diminish
our strength of action and decompose our relations (sadness), sometimes they
makes us stronger through augmenting our force, and making us enter into a
vaster and higher individual (joy.) Spinoza never ceases to be astonished at the
body: not having a body, but at what the body is capable of. Bodies are not
defined by their genus and species, nor by their organs and functions, but by
what they can do, the affects they are capable of, in passion as in action.”

“The notion of the Body without Organs (BwO) will be explored in more detail
later in this paper, but at least at first glance, feminist theorists need to devise
alternative accounts of corporeality that go beyond the confines of the mind/body
polarization if women’s specificity is to be rethought, and the domination of
phallocentric representation is to be overcome.”

The notion of desire: “Deleuze and Guattari provide notions of the body
alternative to those usually dominant in Western thought, so too, they have
reconsidered the notion of desire in active and affirmative terms...hence, the
enigmatic and perpétual question of woman’s desire: what does woman want?).
instead of understanding desire as a lack or a hole in being, desire is understood
by Deleuze—again following Spinoza and Nietzsche—as immanent, as positive
and productive, a fundamental, full, and creative relation.”

“Desire must transform itself into signification: for Lacan, it is the lack
constitutive of desire that propels the subject into the order of signification,
which, in its furn, marks the subject with a lack impossible to fill (this is the
advent of demand from the order of the Real).”

For Deleuze and Guattari, “Desire does not take for itself a particular object
whose attainment it requires; rather, it aims at nothing in particular above and
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beyond its own proliferation or self-expression. It assembles things out of
singularities, and it breaks down things, assemblages, into their singularities: “if
desire produces, its product is real. If desire is productive, it can be so in reality,
and of reality”. As production, desire does not provide blueprints, models, ideals,
or goals. Rather, it experiments; it makes; it is fundamentally aleatory; it is
bricolage.”

A postmodern ethics: “Deleuze and Guattari resurrect the question of the
centrality of ethics, of the encounter with otherness in a way that may prove
highly pertinent to feminist attempts to rethink relations between the mainstream
and the margins, between dominant and subordinated groups, oppressor and
oppressed, self and other, as well as between and within subjects...Deleuze and
Guattari are participants in what might be described as the advent of a
“postmodem ethics,” an ethics posed in the light of the dissolution of both the
rational, judging subject and the contract-based, liberal accounts of the
individual’s allegiance to the social community. In the wake of Spinoza’s
understanding of ethics, ethics is conceived of as the capacity for action and
passion, activity and passivity.”

“Unlike Levinasian ethics, which is still modeled on a subject-to-subject,
self-to-other, relation, the relation of a being respected in its autonomy from the
other, as a necessarily independent autonomous being—the culmination and final
flowering of a phenomenological notion of the subject—Deleuze and Guattari in
no way privilege the human, autonomous, sovereign subject; the independent
other; or the bonds of communication and representation between them...They
are concerned more with what psychoanalysis calls “partial objects,” organs,
processes, and flows, which show no respect for the autonomy of the subject.”
“All individuals exist in Nature as on a plane of consistence whose entire figure,
variable at each moment they go to cofnpose. They affect one another insofar as
the relation that constjtutes each individual forms a degree of power [puissance],
a power of being affected. Everything in the universe is encounters, happy or
unhappy encounters “ (Deleuze and Parnet 74).

Rhizomatics, Muutiplicity, and Beocming (197-200)

21.

22,

The notions of rhizome, assemblage, machine, desire, multiplicity, becoming,
and the Body without Organs...

The subject: “In Deleuze and Guattari’s work, the subject is not an “entity” or
thing, or a relation between mind (interior) and body (exterior). Instead, it must
be understood as a series of flows, energies, movements, and capacities, a series
of fragments or segments capable of being linked together in ways other than
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those that congeal it into an identity...They are multiplicities of (more or less)
temporary aliments of segments. They do not represent that real; they are the real.
They constitute, without distinction, individual, collective, and social reality.
Desire does not create permanent multiplicities, which would produce what is
stable, self-identical, the same. It experiments rather than standardizes,
producing ever-new alignments, linkages, and connections.”

Deleuze and Guattar “refuse the domination of linguistic/literary/semiological
models, which all seek some kind of hidden depth underneath a manifest surface.
Rather, they are interested precisely in connections and in interrelations that are
never hidden, connections, between not a text and its meaning, but, say, a text
and other objects, a text and its outside.”

“Writing,” they suggest, has “nothing to do with signifying. It has to do with
surveying, mapping, even realms that are yet to come.”

The rhizome: “The rhizome is reducible neither to the One nor the multiple...It
is not a multiple derived form the One, or to which the One is added (n+1). It is
not composed not of units but of dimensions, or rather, directions in motion. It
has neither beginning nor end, but always a middle. ..from which it grows and
which it overspills. It constitutes liner multiplicities with #» diminutions having
neither subject nor object...and from which the One is always subtracted
(n-1)...Unlike a structure, which is defined by a set of points and positions, with
binary relations between points and biunivocal relationships between the
positions, the rhizome is made only of lines: lines of segmentarity and
stratification as its dimensions...the rhizome is made only of lines: lines of
segmentarity and stratification as its dimensions. ... The rhizome operates by
variation, expansion, conquest, capture, offshoots...The rhizome is acentered,
non-hierarchical, non-signifying system” (Deleuze and Guattai, 1987 21).

“The rhizome is altogether different, a map and not a tracing. The orchid does
not reproduce the tracings of the wasp; it forms a map with the wasp, in a
rhizome. What distiﬁguishes the map from the tracing is that it is entirely
oriented toward an experimentation in contact with the real. The map does not
reproduce an unconscious closed in upon itself; it constructs the

unconscious. ..the map is open and connectable in all of its dimensions; it is
detachable, reversible, susceptible to constant modification. It can be torn,
reverse, adapted to any kind of mounting, reworked by an individual, group or
social formation... a map has multiple entryWays, as opposed to the tracing,
which always comes back “to the same,” the map has to do with performance,
whereas the tracing always involves an alleged “competence” ... the tracing
should always be put back on the map” (Delueze and Guattari 1987, 12).



27.

Lee6

Rhizomatics: “Rhizomatics, then, is a name for a method and an objective: it
names a decentered set of linkages between things, relations, processes,
intensities, speeds or slowness, flows—proliferations of surface connections. In
this sense, Rhizomatics is opposed to hermeneutics, psychoanalysis, and
semiotics, each of which seeks, in its different way, to link an object (a text, a
subject, a sign) with a hidden depth or latency-sense, the unconscious, the
signified. Rhizomatics is a form of pragmatics: it is concerned within what can
be done; how texts, concepts and S}lbjects can be put to work, made to do things,
make new linkages.”

Bodies Without Organs and Becomings...(200)

28.

29.

30.

31.

“In relying on a Spinozist conception of the univocity of being, in which all
things, regardless of their type, have the same ontogoical status, the BwO refers
indistinguishably to human, animal, textual, sociocultural, and physical
bodies”...Deleuze and Guattari “invoke Antonin Artaud’s conception of the
Body without Organs. This is the body disinvested of all fantasies, images, and
projections, a body without a psychinal interior, without internal cohesion or
latent significance.”

“The BwO causes intensities to pass: it produces and distributes them in a
spatium that is itself intensive, lacking extension...it is non-stratified, unformed,
intense matter. ..that is why we treat the BwO as the full egg before the extension
of the organism and the organization of the organs, before the formation of
strata” (Deleuze and Guattari 1987, 153).

“The body without Organs does not oppose or reject organs, but rather is
opposed to the structure or organization of the body, insofar as it is stratified,
regulated, ordered, and functional; insofar as it is subordinated to the exigencies
of property and propriety. It is the body before and in excess of the coalescence
of its intensities and their sedimentation into meaningful, functional, organized,
transcendent totalities, which constitute the unification of the subject and of
signification. Deleuze and Guattari regard the Body without Organs as a limit; a
tendency; a becoming that resists centralized organization or meaningful
investment; a point or process to which all bodies, through their stratifications,
tend; a becoming that resists the processes of overcoding and organization
according to the three great strata or identities it opposes: the union of the
organism, the unification of the subject, and the structure of significance. The
BwO resists any equation with a notion of identity or property: “The BwO is
never yours or mine. It is always a body.”

“While being neither a place nor a plane, a scene, or a fantasy, the BwO is a field
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for the production, circulation, and intensification of desire, the locus of the
immanence of desire. Although it is the field for the circulation of intensities, and
although it induces deterritorializations, lines of flights, and movements of
becoming, the ability to sustain itself is the condition that seems to be missing in
the empty BwO. There must, it seems, be a minimal level of cohesion and
integration in the BwO in order to prevent its obliteration: there must be smail
pockets of subjectivity and signification left in order for the BwO’s survival in
the face of the onslaughts of power and reality.”

“The Body without Organs is the filed of becomings...Becomings are always
molecular, traversing and realigning molar “unities”: “If we consider the great
binary aggregates, such as the sexes or classes, it is evident that they also cross
over into molecular assemblages of a different nature, and that there is a double
reciprocal dependency between them. For the two sexes imply a multiplicity of
molecular combinations bringing into play not only the man in the woman and
the woman in the man, but the relation of each to the animal, the plant, etc.: a
thousand tiny sexes” (Deleuze and Guattari 1987, 213).

Three types of lines: “Deleuze makes a distinction between three types of “lines”
relevant to understanding the nexus between the individual and the social: First,
there is the rigidly segmented line, the line that divides, orders, hierarchizes, and
regulates social relations through binary codes, creating the oppositions between
sexes, classes, and races, and dividing the real into subjects and objects. Second,
there is a more fluid, molecular line, which forms connections and relations
beyond the rigidity of the molar line...And third, there is more nomadic line, not
always clearly distinguishable from the molecular line, which moves beyond
givens segments to destinations unknown in advance, lines of flight, mutations
even quantum leaps.”

“The process of becoming-woman—for both men and women—consists in the
releasing of minoritarian fragments or particles of “sexuality” (sexuality no
longer functioningkon the level of the unified, generalized organization of the
sexed body), lines of flights, which break down and seep into binary
aggregations.”

If the Bbdy without Organs never “belongs” to a subject, nor functions simply as
an object, if it is never “yours” or “mine,” but simply a Body without Organs,
then becomings, by contrast, are never generic, never intermediate; they are
always becoming-somethings. '

“Becomings are always specific movements, specific forms of motions and rest,
speed and slowness, points and flows of intensity: they are always a multiplicity,
the movement of transformation from one “thing” to another that in no way
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resembles it...becomings, and especially becoming-animal, involve a mediating
third term, a relation to something else, neither human nor animal, to which the
subject relates, and through which relation it enters into connections with the
animal.

“Although all becomings are already molecular, including becoming-woman, it
must be said that all becomings begin with and pass through becoming-woman.
It is the key to all other becomings...Becoming-woman disengages the segments
and constraints of the molar identity in order to reinvest and be able to use other
particles, flows, speeds, and intensities of the Body without Organs.”

“Writing should produce a becoming-woman as atoms of womanhood capable of
crossing and impregnating an entire social field, and of contaminating men, of
sweeping them up in that becoming... In writing, they become-women.”
Deleuze and Guattari describe all processes of becoming as “minoritarian” and
molecular, rather than as majoritarian and molar. The minority is not a
quantitative concept: it refers only to molecular processes, while the majority
refers to the great divisions of groups in terms of prevailing power relations:
“Majority implies a state of domination, not the reverse...it is perhaps the special
situation of women in relation to the man-standard that accounts for the fact that
becomings, being mnoritarian, always pass though a becoming-woman. It is
important not to confuse “minoritarian,” as becoming or process, with a
“minority” as an aggregate or a state...There is no becoming-man because man
is the molar entity par excellence, whereas becoming are molecular” (Deleuze
and Guattari 1987, 291-92).

“Becoming-woman means going beyond identity and subjectivity, fragmenting
and freeing up lines of lights, “liberating” a thousand tiny sexes that identity
subsumes under the One.”

“If becoming-woman is the first quantum, or molecular segment with the
becoming-animal that link up with it coming next, what are they all rushing
toward? Without a doubt, toward becoming-imperceptible. The imperceptible is
the immanent end of becoming, its cosmic formula” (Deleuze and Guattari 1987,
279).

“Indiscernibility, imperceptibility, and impersonality remain the end points of
becoming, their immanent direction or internal impetus, the freeing of absolutely
minuscule microintensities to the nth degree. Establishing an identity as a
woman is thus only setting the stage for the process of becoming-woman;
becoming-woman is the condition of human-becomings; and human becomings,
in turn, must deterritorialize and become-animal.”

Deleuze and Guattari “render women’s becoming, their subversions, and their



Lee9

minoritarian and marginal struggles subordinate to a movement toward
imperceptibility, which could, in effect amount to a political obliteration or
marginalization of women’s struggles.”
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The Question of Becoming-Woman

Braidotti, Rosi. “Toward a New Normadism: Feminist Deleuzian Tracks; or
Metaphysics and Metabolism.” Gilles Deleuze and the Theater of Philosophy. Ed.
Constantin V. Boundas & Dorothea Olkowski. New York: Routledge, 1994. 159-86.

Deleuze and Feminist Thought (159-62)

® Sexual difference and the concept of becoming

--“feminist theory” not in a monolithic mode, but in Deleuze’s sense of the
problematic one.

--“political practice of sexual difference”: it refers both a political practice and
discursive filed marked by a specific set of methodological and epistemological
premises.

--“Feminist thought is the movement that makes sexual difference operative, through
the strategy of fighting for the social equality of the sexes. Feminism is the

question. .. Feminism is about not to restoring another memory, but rather installing a
countermelody, that is to say, to paraphrase Foucault, a critical genealogy...feminist
theory...as the activity aimed at articulating the questions of individual gendered
identity with issues related to political subjectivity, connecting them with the
problems of knowledge and epistemological legitimating.”

® Desire

--“The notion of desire in this configuration is not a prescriptive one: the desire to
become and to speak as female feminist subjects does not entail the specific content of
women’s speech. What is being empowered is women’s entitlement to speak, not the
propositional content of their utterance. What I want to emphasize is women’s desire
to become, not a specific for their becoming.”

--“The feminism of sexual difference should be read as emphasizing the political
importance of desire as opposed to the will, and as stressing the role of desire in the
constitution of the subject.”

® The body

--“Rethinking the body as primary situation is the starting point for the
epistemological side of the ‘politics of location,” which aims at grounding the
discourses produced by female feminists in a network of local, i.e., very specific
condition (sex, race, class)

--“The body...is to be understood neither a biological nor a sociological category, but
rather as a point of overlap between the physical, the symbolic, and the material social
conditions.”

® The feminist subject

10



Lee 11

--“The female feminist subject thus defined is one of the terms in a process that
should not and cannot be streamlined into a liner, teleological form of subjectivity: it
is rather a site of intersection of subject desire with social transformation”

--“The feminist subject of knowledge...is an intensive, multiple subject, functioning

in a net of interconnections. . .it is thizomatic, embodied, and therefore, perfectly
artificial; as an artifact it is machinic, complex, endowed with multiple capacities for

interconnectedness in the impersonal mode. It is abstract and perfectly, operational
I_e_a:l.”

® Feminist thought and Rhizomatic thinking
--The first issue: “what counts as human in a posthumanist world.”
--The second issue: “the vision of subjectivity.”

Rhizomatic Thinking (163-67)

® The body

--“The body is not an essence, let alone a biological substance. It is a play of forces, a
surface of intensities: pure simulacra without originals. Deleuze is therefore of great
help to feminists because he deessentializes the body, sexuality, and sexed identities.
The embodied subject is a term in a process of intersecting forces (affects),
spatiotemporal variables that are characterized by the mobility, changeability, and
transitory nature.”

--Thinking: “thinking is for Deleuze not the expression of in-depth interiority, or the
enactment of transcendental models; it is a way of establishing connections among a

multiplicity of impersonal forces.”
® “Slave morality”

--Lacan’s negative vision of desire, his metaphysical notion of the unconscious, and

his emphasis on castration and repression.

--“the notions of desire as negativity and the unconscious as a neometaphysical
container of deep ‘inner’ truth”

® Difference

--“What Deleuze aims to is the affirmation of difference in terms of a multiplicity of
possible difference; difference as the positivity of differences...the unconscious not as
the deep container of the subject with his/her consciousness.”

® Nomadic subjectivity

--“The rejection of the principle of adequation to and identification with a
phallo-logocentric image of thought lies at the heart of the nomadic vision of
subjectivity...the new, postmetaphysical figuration of the subject.”

--Thinking: “Thinking can be critical if by critical we mean the active, assertive
process of inventing images of thought...Thinking is about change and

11
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transformation.”

--the political dimension: “The emphasis on ‘becoming,’ against the static nature of
being, is therefore also a way of reaching for the standpoint of the exploited and
excluded.”

® The notion of rhizome

--“the noition of an idea as a line of intensity, marking a certain degree or variation in
intensity...For Deleuze, ideas are events, lines that point human thought toward new
horizons. An idea is that which carries the affirmative power of life to a higher
degree.”

--For Deleuze, thoughts is made of sense and values: it is the force, or level of
intensity , that fixes the value of an idea, not its adequation to a preestablished
normative model...it expresses the force, the activity of the thinking process in terms
of a topology of forces (Nietzsche) or an ethology of passions (Spinoza). In other
words, Deleuze’s rhizomatic style brings to the fore the affective foundations of the
thinking process.”

--Deleuze’s redefinition of ideas as nomadic forms of thought offers us a theoretical
defense against all mental and theoretical codifications...

The Paradoxes of Materialsim (168-75)

® The problematic of sexual difference

[Strategic essentialism (Hélene Cixous & Luce Irigaray)]

--(Irigaray’s critique) “the dispersal of sexuality into a generalized ‘becoming’ results
in undermining the feminist claims to a redefinition of the female subject.”

--Central to her [Irigaray] projects is the quest for an alternative female genealogy, to
be accomplished by immersion into the maternal imagery. For Irigaray this take the
form of exploration of images that represent the female experience of proximity to the
mother’s body, and the sense of a female humanity and of a female divinity.”
--“Deleuze gets caught in the contradiction of postulating a general
‘becoming-woman’ that fails to take into account the historical and epistemological
specificity of the female feminist standpoint.”

--[Braidotti’s defense] “the ‘body’ as theoretical zopos is an attempt to overcome the
classical mind-body dualism of Cartesian origins, in order to think anew the structure
of the thinking subject. The body is then an interface, a threshold, a filed of
intersecting material and symbolic forces. The body is a surface where multiple codes
(race, sex, class, age, etc.) are inscribed; it is a ling.p' istic construction that capitalizes

on energies of a heterogeneous, discontinuous, and unconscious nature. The body,
which, for de Beauvoir, was one’s primary ‘situation’ in reality, is now seen as a

situated self, as embodied positioning of the self.”
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--to sum up: 1. “‘woman’ thus marks the possibility of an-other system of
representation.” 2. “woman’ is the anchoring point from which, through strategically
motivated repetitions, new definitions and representations can emerge. It is an active
process of becoming. 3. sexual difference requiring the opening out toward issues of
transcendence and universality.

[Neomaterialists, Monique Wittig & Judith Butler]

--Wittig’s assumption: “the official disxourse on sexuality is today only the discourse
of psychoanalysis that builds on the a priori and idealist concept of sexual difference,
a concept that historically participates in the general discourse of domination”...”for
us there are, it seems, not one or two sexes but many, as many sexes as there are
individuals {cf. Deleuze and Guattari’s notion of “polysexuality”]

--“Wittig innovates on the classic sex/gender distinction and rejects the emphasis that
both Cixous and Irigaray place on what they carefully define as ‘female homosexual
libidinal economy’ and the specificity of feminine writing that goes with it.

--Wittig emphasizes the need to free female sexuality from its subjugation to the
signifier ‘woman.’ In her view ‘woman’ as the privileged other of patriarchal
imaginary is an idealized construction of the same order as the Phallus: it is
man-made notion, ideologically contaminated and untrustworthy. Wittig radicalizes de
Beauvoir’s point about the constructed nature of femininity. She proposed that we
dismiss the signifier ‘woman’ as epistemologically and politically inadequate and
suggests that we replace it with the category of ‘lesbian.’ The lesbian is not a woman
because a lesbian has subtracted herself from identity that based on the phallus.”
--“Butler emphasizes the fact that for Wittig ‘gender’ is not a substantive reality, but
rather an activity; she then proceeds to reinterpret Wittig’s notion of ‘gender’ as a

performative utterance that constructs categories such as ‘sex,” ‘woman,’ ‘man,’
‘nature’ for the specifically political purpose of reproducing compulsory
heterosexuality. Gender is the process by which women are marked off as ‘the female
sex,” men are conflated with the universal, and both of them are subjugated to the
institution (in Foucault’s sense) of compulsory heterosexuality.

--“Wittig reiterates her rejection of anything specifically feminine, let alone une
écriture ﬁ’eminine. She argues: ‘[W]oman cannot be associated with writing’; because
‘woman’ is an imaginary formation and not a concrete reality, she is the enemy’s old
brand-mark, which now some relish as a long-lost and hard-won attire.”

--the question: “How then can a feminist woman ekpress notions of a general human
value?”...Wittig proposes the category of minority subject (suject

minoritaire). . .similar to Deleuz’s defense of devenir minoritaire [becoming-minority]
--Deleuze’s post-Lacanian reading of the subject as a libidinal entity, in constant
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displacement in language, situates desire not only as a positive force, but also as the
point of vanishing of the willful, conscious self. This differs radically from any
prepsychoanalytic definition of sexuality as self-determination by the individual

subject, and of desire as the ideological transcription and internalization of social
code.”

--“Feminists tend to mistake volition for desire, or rather to work with radically
opposed definition of desire: on the one hand, desire as the death of the sovereign
subject, on the other, desire as the willful affirmation of a politically conscious one.”
--two different strategies of deconstruction of traditional femininity: 1) “extreme
sexualization through embodied female subjectivity: Irigaray’s ‘transcendence via
radical immanence’; 2) ‘rejection of femininity in favor of a position of ‘beyond
gender.”

--two paradoxes: ‘one in the quest for a new gendered universal (strategic essentialism)
and one in the move beyond gender, toward a third sex position (lesbian
neomaterialsim)”

Speaking Nomadically; or Feminist Figurations (175-82)

--“the new quest_feminist figurations, that is to say, ways of representing feminst
forms of knowledge that are not caught in a mimetic relation to dominant scientific
discourse.”

--“The rhizomatic mode is crucial to feminism: It rests on a new interconnection
between the lived experience (life) and the activity of the critical, theoretical mind,
with its baggage of phallo-logocentric premise. .. Feminism, in so far as it has drawn
up the parameters for an-other speaking stance, has also redefined the relation
between thought and life, splitting open the conventions of rational
discourse...body/mind, passive/active, night/day, feminine/masculine, theory/practice,
nature/culture, inside/outside, etc. What is at stake in the feminist project is the
redefinition of what thinking, though, and especially theory actually mean.”

--“the term ‘transdisciplinary’ is a rather adequate one in describing the new

rhizomatic mode in feminism. It means going in between different discursive fields,
passing through diverse spheres of intellectual discourse. The feminist theoretician
today can only be ‘in transit,” moving on, passing through, creating connections where
things were previously disconnected or seems unrelated, where there seemed to be
‘noting to see.” In transit, moving, displacing—this is the grain o hysteria without
which there is no theorization at all. In a feminist bontext, ‘transdisciplinary’ also
implies the effort to move on to the invention of new ways of relating, of building

footbridges between notions. The epistemic nomadism I am advocating can only work,

in fact, if it is properly situated, securely anchored in the ‘in-between’ zones.”
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--the case of Donna Haraway...two noteworthy points: 1) “Haraway analyzes the
contemporary scientific revolution in more radical terms than Foucault does’; 2) “the
Foucauldian diagrams of power describe what we have already ceased to be; like all
cartography, they act a posteriori, and therefore fail to account for the situation here
and now.”.. . Haraway argues that “women have been cannibalized by the new
technologies; they have disappeared from the field of visible social agents.”
--“Drawing her conclusion from the notion of identity as a site of difference, Haraway
reminds us that feminists in the nineties must replace naive belief in global sisterhood

or more strategic alliance based on common interests, with a new kind of politics,
based on temporary and mobile coalitions and therefore on affinity...Haraway calls
for a kind of feminist politics that could embrace ‘partial, contradictory, permanently
unclosed constructions of personal and collective selves.””

--“Figurations also entail a discursive ethics...Criticisms must be conjugated in a
nonreactive mode, a creative gesture, so as to avoid the Oedipal plot of
phallo-logocentric theory.

--“Haraway proposes a new figuration for feminist subjectivity: the cyborg. As a
hybrid, or body-machine, the cyborg is a connection-making entity: it is a figure of
interrelationality, receptivity, and global communication that deliberately blurs
categorical distinctions (human/machine, nature/culture, male/female,
Oedipal/non-Oedipal).” It is a way of thinking specificity without falling into
relativism...Moreover, the body in the cyborg model is neither physical nor

mechanical—nor is it only textual. It is rather a counterparadigm for the interaction
between the inner and the external reality. It is a modern reading not only of the body,

not only of machines, but rather of what goes on between them.” As a new powerful

replacement of the mind/body debate, the cyborg is a postmetaphysical construct.”
--“metaphysics is not an abstract construction—it is a political ontology...The
classical dualism body/soul is not simply a gesture of separation and of hierarchical
coding; it is also a theory about their interaction, about how they hand together. It is a
proposition... ‘the cyborg is our ontology; it gives us our politics’...the definition and
the political viability of technological form of materialism as a paradigm for a
rhizomatic subjectivity.”

--“the project of becoming-subject of women, a view of feminist subjectivity as
multiplicity and process, as well as the kind of texts feminists produce...Figurations
are not pretty metaphors: they are politically informed maps...They are relational

images; they are rhizomes.”

--these new figurations...the new nomadism of our historical condition...before
feminists relinquish the signifier ‘woman,” we need to repossess it, to revisit its
multifaceted complexities.. .this is the starting point.”
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--“Identity is not the same thing as subjectivity: One is also and primarily the subject
of one’s own unconscious.”

--“transformation can only be achieved through deessentialized embodiment or
strategically reessentialized embodiment—by working through the multi-layered
structures of one’s embodied self.”

--“Difference is not the effect of willpower, but the result of many, of endless,
repetitions.” |

--“the cartography of the female embodied subject, just like Foucault’s diagrams of
power, is_always already the trace of what no longer is the case. As such it needs to be
started all over again, constantly. In the repetition of the cartographic gesture there
lies the potential for opening up new angles of vision, new itineraries. Nomadism is
therefore neither a rhetorical gesture nor a mere figure of speech, but a political and
epistemological necessity of critical theory at the end of this century.”
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