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Imagining Western life in China
A Study of the Life of Missionary Children in Early Twentieth Century China

Chang Ching-Yin National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Most studies of Protestant missionaries have highlighted ‘the importance of adult
missionaries, while the role of missionary children has been ignored, relatively speaking. The
aim of this article is to attempt to explore the lives of missionary children living in China in the
early part of the twentieth century. We take a multi-faceted approach to our research, exploring

the issues, outlined in the following paragraphs.

The first of these issues is the question of how missionary parents prevented their children
from being assimilated into Chinese culture, becoming “little Chinese”. While most
missionary children led a typically English life, studying at the Chefoo Schools for further
education in England, a certain number of missionary children decided to return to China after

they graduated from British universities.
The central focus of this article attempts to shift the focus of the roles of the missionaries

away from viewing them as the agents of imperialism, in favor of placing greater emphasis on

their roles in families, as well as examining their relationships with their children.

keywords: missionary children ,the Chefoo Schools, the cultural accommodation
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