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Introduction In supporting the agendas of modernity,

* Hew b prachos lemmism m conlomporary glohal lemmists MSTECOEN G and fail to resist
comdions:? Westem hegemonics.

= How g div Femmimeat work across caltural drvsles'? If the world is currently HI.I'IIl.'II:In_Il.l ]‘i:.'

* What kimds of feminist practices I.'II!;:.'I"I.'.! ilwanie= [IiI.IIHI'|:I'I1|.:-.'.I.'J| 'L'l-'i"l_"'l"i'u: Iill_k"" and cultural
that resist or question |||,H|._..-|-,i|:|-- aFyVininelnes, ||||:.'|I||||:: leamnn st |1r._'||_'1|.,}|_='1.

* How do wo mnderstamd the production and within these structures becomes imperative

recoplion of dnverses fomimsms within a framewaork The essays in the collection atiempt fo
of tranenavional social'coleral eeonomie dey IJ:‘l'l|1 a multinational and multilocatvonal
movemends T 2= 1) approach to questions 1|:|'|::L-|||i|:r i3
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* Mapping Postmodern Moves * Postmodernism can be read as part of the
= The sesthetic effects of postmodemmism vs opcrations of iransmalional culture; as the
the histoncal siation of postmodemityi4) cultural expression of what Inderpal Grewal
* Postmodemity is an immenscly powerlul and describes as “scattered hegemonies,” which
nzeful concepiion that gives us an are the effects of mobile capital as well as
opporiunity to analy ze the way that a culiure the multiple subjectivities that replace the
of l1'|l.‘:-|'J.l."HIII3. 15 |:I|I.h:|.|l\'_'l_'lj in diverse [ocations E|1I|'||:'r|.":|:|| Wil 5I.I|.'l'iL‘1'.Zl. (T
and how these culivral productions ane 1 3
circulated, distributed, received, and even
commaodified.(5)
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= Syncretism (7] Models predicated upon binary oppositons
L cannol move us oul of the paradigms of
L colonial discourse, nor can they provide us

with accuratc maps of social relabions m
postmodermity. Examining the key terms
“postcolonial ™ and “iransnationnl” provides a
ramework for moving beyond cenier-
periphery models in the postmodern critique
of miodermity (%)

] sl Al ' I {5
1;.": o B U REL T

Transnational Structures of Cultural
Exchange

The workd-system theory of cemier-peniphery
Global-local binary oppositon

Any view of the relations between cenier and
periphery (ar global and local) that views the
direciion of influence, echnology, and
knowledge as onc-way 15 nod only ethno-or
Eurcceniric, therelfore, bul imaccurate.i 1.2

10
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* We use the term “transnational” to problematize a
purely locational politics of global-local or center-
periphery in favor of what Mattelart sees as the
lines cutting across them.(13)

“Postcolonial” can serve as a term that positions
cultural production in the fields of transnational
economic relations and diasporic identity
constructions. It is particularly useful in projects
that delineate fields of reception in the West.
Critiques of Western reception can deconstruct the
aesthetic and political mystiques that govern the
marketing and distribution of cultural artifacts from
the “Third World™.(15)

op
v

The relationship between “transnational”,
“postcolonial,” “center-periphery,” and “diaspora”
in contemporary usage can be found in the way
modermity masks particularities in favor of the
appearance of universal categories. In theorizing
transnational feminist practices we are suggesting
not only that communities are much more multiply
organized than the conventional usages of these
terms have implied, but that gender is crucially
linked to the primary terms and concepts that
strucutre and inform the cconomic and cultural
theories of postmodernity. (17)

v R L B e
S vnan

How to link diverse feminisms without
requiring either equivalence or a master
theory? How to make these links without
replicating cultural and economic
hegemony?(19)

Feminists can begin to map these scattered
hegemonies and link diverse local practices
to formulate a transnational set of
solidarities.(19)

SR
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* Postcolonial diasporas also clearly
problematize the center-periphery model,
since they reflect the transnational
circulation of populations. Complex
analyses of diasporas help us to understand
the relationship between movements of
people and the mobility of information and
capital in the world today.(16)

Homi Bhabha’s theories

A 51 M B
T LN

Postmodernism and Transnational Feminist
Practices

What is often left out of these U.S.-focused debates
are other complex categories of identity and
affiliation that apply to non-U.S. cultures and
situations. U.S. feminists often have to be
reminded that all peoples of the world are not
solely constructed by the trinity of race-sex-class:
for that matter, other categories also enter into the
issues of subject formation both within and outside
the orders of the United States, requiring more
nuanced and complex theories of social relations.

1‘5’ FHIT IR i o
’ -

In calling for transnational alliances, our
purpose is to acknowledge the different
forms that feminisms take and the different
practices that can be seen as feminist
movements.(20)
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The Women Against Fundamentalisim group
The Women Living Under Muslim Laws
The Asian Women's Shelter

All three of the groups we have discussed
acknowledge differences in women's lives as
well as links between transnational power
structures. Emphasizing a variety of cultural
hegemonies, they are neither homogenizing
nor relativistic in their use of the category
“woman.”(27)

+' 2 LB e
S

The first section, “Gender. Nation, and
Crtiques of Modemity™ problematizes the
relationship between feminism and
nationalism, asking how feminist practices
can exist outside certain master narratives.
The second section. ~Global-Colonal
Limits.” points toward feminist practices that
acknowledge the scattered hegemonies that
intersect discourses of gender. (28)

12
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* Given contemporary global conditions,
transnational feminist practices will emerge
only through questioning the conditions of
postmodernity. Rather than attempt to
account for or definitively circumscribe
either “theory” or “practice.” the essays in
this collection engage political and narrative
strategies as they proliferate in transnational
cultures.(28)
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Kaplan, Caren. "The Politics of Location as Transnational Feminist Critical Practice."
Scattered Hegemonies. Eds. Inderpal Grewal and Caren Kaplan. 4™ edition. Minnesota:
University of Minnesota Press, 1994. 137-152.

1. Introduction (137-139)

2. Western Feminist Theory in Transit: Rich’s Politics of Location (139-141)

3. Transnational Reception: The Limits and Possibilities of Location (141-144)

4. Western Feminist Literary Criticism: The Politics of Location as a Poetics of Relativism
(144-148)

5. Theorizing Feminist Transnational Practices as Critiques of Location (148-150)

Adrienne Rich in the 1980’s:
"politics of location" (Kaplan 138)

Nancy Miller in 1991:
"poetics of location" (Kaplan 145)

Robert J. Stoller (1925-1991)

concepts sex gender
meaning biological property socio-cultural identification
categories male/female masculine/feminine

gender = Sexualitit/sexualité (sexuality)

identification: "Psychological process whereby the subject assimilates an aspect, property or
attribute of the other and is transformed, wholly or partially, after the model the other
provides. It is by means of a series of identifications that the personality is constituted and
specified." (Laplanche et Pontalis 187/205)

core gender identity
"One’s gender identity is so unstable that it can be easily dispensed with and a new one
created at will". (Stoller 28)

aufheben: 1. to raise, to hold, to lift up

2. to annul, to abolish, to destroy, to cancel, to suspend
3. to keep, to save, to preserve (Inwood 283)

21
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déconstruction (deconstruction) <— Aufhebung (sublation) < aufheben (to sublate) (Hegel
113)
v

justice

"Therefore we must proceed using a double gesture, according to a unity that is both
systematic and in and of itself divided, a double writing, that is, a writing that is in and of
itself multiple, what I called, in /z double séance,’ a double science. On the other hand, we
must traverse a phase of overturning. To do justice to this necessity is to recognize that in a
classical philosophical opposition we are not dealing with the peaceful coexistence of a
vis-a—vis, but rather with a violent hierarchy. One of the two governs the other (axiologically,
logically, etc.), or has the upper hand. To deconstruct the opposition, first of all is to overturn
the hierarchy at a given moment. To overlook this phase of overturning is to forget the
conflictual and subordinating structure of opposition.” (Derrida 56-57/41)

"What I am describing is the transition from a failed idea or possibility of filiation to a kind
of compensatory order that, whether it is a party, an institution, a culture, a set of beliefs, or
even a world-vision, provides men and women with a new form of relationship, which I have

been calling affiliation but which is also a new system". (Said 19)

reception = hermeneutics: 1. comprehension
2. interpretation
3. application (Jaup 16-17)
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Reader: Kai-ling Liu
January 25, 2008

Transnational Women’s Studies Group

Caren Kaplan and Inderpal Grewal, “Transnaitonal Practices and interdisciplinary
Feminist Scholarship: Refiguring Women’s and Gender Studies,” Women's Studies on
Its Own: A Next Wave Reader in Institutional Change. Durhan, NC: Duke UP, 2002.
66-81.

Women’s studies and knowledge production

--women’s studies in the academy as a discipline

--women’s studies as an interdisciplinary field

--Both disciplinary and interdisciplinary practices “have histories, and they are
produced in particular places and in specific times to support hegemonic projects”
(68).
----“Disciplines have created dominant consensus through the creation of
boundaries between different kinds of subjects and bodies of knowledge so that the
boundaries themselves become reified and legitimated. They have produced their
own subjects tha reproduced their own practices” (68).
----“[T]he emergence of interdisciplinary projects has sought disciplinary-like
status in the process of institutionalization and thus have fallen into similar

dynamics” (69).

Women’s Studies Inernationalism: Maintaining Divisions Between Area Studies and

American Studies

--cf. American studies (69)
----a 1930s Marxist effort to oppose capitalism
----backlash of the Cold War as American exceptionalism
----the whiteness of American studies
----the emergence of ethnic studies
----“So both area studies and American studies as we know them today are Cold
War productions generated to manage and negotiate the tensions hat arose
after World War II and during decolonization worldwide—that is, in
distinction to the emergence of other nationalisms. Thus, the racialized
nationalism of U.S. American studies comes to stand for the democratic
genericism of the Western superpowers” (69).
----comparative work in area studies an din American studies remains bound by t
he nation-state (70)
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“Most women’s Studies departments retained a U.S. framework even in area and
development studies” (70).
--the “Women in Development” paradigm
“[T]he sustainable-development model attempts to address globalized inequities.
Within this context, we have witnessed the rise of a global feminist movement
[. .. ]. For the most part, despite a rise in the stated discourse in ‘international’
and ‘global’ Women’s Studies, U.S. agendas of nation and imperialism still
pervade the curriculum and research” (71).
--the “women of color” paradigm

----the problematic object of study: the “Third World woman” (71)

----“Both ‘Third World woman’ as an object of study and ‘woman of color’ as
political projects have had great salience in struggles for civil rights,
decolonization, anti-racism, and progressive coalition politics in many
contexts [. . .]” (71).

----“However, at a certain point, both of these concepts have come to represent
the homogenized figure of racialized and sexualized difference” (71).

The “Women in Development” project and the “women of color” project lead to
global feminism which by “[r]eifying the subject of feminism as ‘woman’ leads to
new forms of globalization and cosmopolitanism” (72).

We need to study both forms of nationalism and internationalism in terms of the
“legacies and histories of modernist knowledge production in late capitalism” (73), as

they “generate and undergird our disciplinary and interdisciplinary practices” (73).

From International to Transnational: Reconfiguring Women'’s Studies

Survey of current critical practices which help analyze “the legacy of development

and modernization in academic knowledge production” (73)

--Transnational practices interpret, analyze, and address “circuits that are produced by
problematic political, economic, and social phenomena” (73) such as “information,
capital, and labor” (73).

--“Internationalism as a concept is based on existing configurations of nation-states as
discrete and sovereign entities” (73).

--Critical internationalism: Banjamin Lee (74); Chen Kuan-Hsin (74)

--Cosmopolitanism: “The legacy of cultural nationalism can be discerned within US
multiculturalism as it creates a diversity of cultures that are ethnically and racially
distinct. US multiculturalism has generated discourses of diversity that create
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notions of the local within its theorizing of difference (74). Critiques (74-75)
--Transnational feminist practices: emphasizing “circuits of culture and capital, and it

is these circuits that link patriarchies, colonialism, cosmopolitahisms racisms, and

feminisms” (75).

----linkage approach / relational approach (76).

Reconfiguring Women’s Studies Pedagogy: Teaching Introduction to Women’s

Studies

Critique of current introductory women’s studies courses have to be critiqued because
“the legacy of the Cold War and its geopolitics remains mostly unexamined in relation
to the field of Women’s Studies™ (77).

The trajectories along which introductory women’s studies courses are
--cultural feminism (77)

--intersectional approach (78)

--the American domestic focus of cultural feminism (78)
--development / global feminism (78)

Transnational feminist critical approaches

--critiquing boundaries (79)

--focusing on complicity and conflict as well as alliance and commonality (79-80)
--critiquing the “natural” and “common sense” (80)

--deconstructing the divide between “high” and “low” culture (80)

Examples:
--Female genital surgeries (80)
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