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---. The Five People You Meet in Heaven.

---. For One More Day.

Chen, Pauline. The Final Exam: A Surgeon s Reflection on Morality.

Dickens, Charles. The Bleak House.

---. Hard Times.

Haggard, H. Rider. She.

---. King Solomon s Mine.

Kluun, Ray. Love Life.

---. The Widower.

McEwan, lan. Amsterdam.

Pausche, Randy. The Last Lecture.

Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein.

Stevenson, Robert Louis. Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

---. Treasure Island.

Stoker, Brian. Dracula.

Porter, Roy. Blood and Guts. A Short History of Medicine. New York and London: W.
W. Norton & Company; Reprint edition, 2004.

Wells, H. G. The War of the World.

Movies:

Frankenstein. Dir. James Whale. 1931.

WIT.

RENT - The Musical (Original Broadway Cast)
The Diving Bell and Butterfly

The War of the World

(=) #3434

w2 ,g‘% :
Ackerknecht, Erwin H. A Short History of Medicine. The Johns Hopkins University Press; 2nd

Edition, 1982.

Ackroyd, Peter. London: the Biography. London: Vintage, 2001.
Aleman, Jesse and Shelley Streeby. Empire and the Literature of Sensation: An Anthology of

Nineteenth-Century Popular Fiction. New Brunswick, New Jersey and London: Rutgers
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University Press, 2007.

Amigoni, David. Colonies, Cults and Evolution: Literature, Science and Culturein
Nineteenth-Century Writing. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

Arata, Stephen D. “The Occidental Tourist: Dracula and the Anxiety of Reverse Colonization.”
Victorian Sudies (Summer 1990): 621-45.

Armstrong, Nancy. Desire and Domestic Fiction: A Political History of the Novel. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1987.

Arnold, David. Colonizing the Body: Sate Medicine and Epidemic Disease in Nineteenth Century
India. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993.

Aronowitz, Robert A. Making Sense of IlIness. Science, Society, and Disease. Cambridge and New
York: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Auerbach, Nina. Our Vampires, Ourselves. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995.

Bakhtin, Mikhail. Rabelais and His World. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1984.

Baldick, Chris. In Frankenstein’s Shadow: Myth, Monstrosity, and Nineteen-Century W iting.
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987.

Baldwin, Peter. Contagion and the Sate in Europe, 1830-1930. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1999.

Bailin, Miriam. The Sckroomin Victorian Fiction: The Art of Being Ill. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1994.

Barnes, David S. The Making of a Social Disease: Tuberculosisin Nineteenth Century France.
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995.

Bashford, Alison. Imperial Hygiene: A Critical History of Colonialism, Nationalism and Public
Health. Handsmills: Palgrave, 2004.

Bivins, Roberta E. and John V. Pickstone. Eds. Medicine, Madness and Social History: Essaysin
Honour of Roy Porter. Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.

Bloom, Samuel William. The Word as Scalpel : a History of Medical Sociology. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2002.

Boon, Marcus. The Road of Excess: A History of Writers on Drugs. Cambridge, M assachusetts and
London: Harvard University Press, 2002.

Bronfen, Elisabeth. Over Her Dead Body: Death, Femininity and the Aesthetic. New York:
Routledge, 1992.

Browner, Stephanie P. Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctorsin
Nineteenth-Century America. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2005.

Bunson, Matthew. The Vampire Encyclopedia. New York: Gramercy Books, 1993.

Burney, lan. Bodies of Evidence: Medicine and the Palitics of the English Inquest, 1830-1926.
Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, 2000.

Bynum, W. F. Science and the Practice of Medicine in the Nineteenth Century. Cambridge and
New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994.
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Cadwell, Janis McLarren. Literature and Medicine in Nineteenth-Century Britain: From Mary
WbllIstonecraft to George Eliot. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004.

Carlino, Andrea. Books of the Body: Anatomical Ritual and Renaissance Learning. Chicago and
London: The University of Chicago Press, 1999.

Chen, Chung-jen. “Morphine or Cocaine? Sherlock Holmes and the Construction of Masculinity.”
To be presented at the 2007 Literary London Conference, Westminister University, July 2007.

---. “Rerouting Resistance: Rethinking Violence and Bombs”
To be presented at the Conference of Rerouting Postcolonia, Northampton University, July

2007

---. “Jack the Ripper in East End London”

Presented at the Conference of Medical Humanitarianism and Socia Transformation, Taipei

Medical University, March 2007

---. “Into a Theory of the Gift: Marcel Mauss and the Gift Economy”
Presented at the Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities, Jan 2007.

---. “The Ripper Fascination”
Presented at the Literary London 2006 international conference, July 2006.

Christ, Carol T., and John O. Jordan, eds. Victorian Literature and the Victorian Visual
Imagination. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995.

Courtwright, David T. Forces of Habit: Drugs and the Making of the Modern World.
Cambridge, Massachusetts and London: Harvard University Press, 2001.

Couser, G Thomas. Recovering Bodies: IlIness, Disability, and Life Writing. Madison: University
of Wisconsin Press, 1997.

Cunningham, Andrew. The Anatomical Renaissance: The Resurrection of the Anatomical Projects
of the Ancients. Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1997.

Dalby, Richard. Ed. Vampire Sories. New York: Gramercy Books, 1992.

Davenport-Hines, Richard. The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global History of Narcotics. New York and
London: Norton, 2002.

Dench, Geoff, Kate Gavron and Michael Young. The New East End: Kinship, Race andConflict.
London: Profile Books, 2006.

Digby, Anne. Making a Medical Living: Doctors and Patients in the English Market for Medicine,
1720-1911. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994.

Durbach, Nadja. Bodily Matters. The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853-1907. Durham
and London: Duke University Press, 2005.

During, Simon. Foucault and Literature: Towards a Genealogy of Writing. London and New York:
Routledge, 1992.

Edwards, Griffith. Matters of Substance: Drugs: |s Legalization the Right Answer-Or the

Wrong Question? London: Penguin Books, 2004.
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Engel, Federic. The Condition of the Working Class in England. Trans. W. O. Henderson and
W. H. Chaloner. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1958.

Epstein, JuliaL. Altered Conditions: Disease, Medicine, and Sorytelling. New York: Routledge,
1995.

Eyler, John M. Sr Arthur Newsholme and Sate Medicine, 1885-1935. Cambridge and London:
Cambridge University, 1997.

Eysell, Joanne. A Medical Companion to Dickens’s Fiction. Europaischer Verlag der
Wissenschaften: Peter Lang, 2005.

Flanders, Judith. The Victorian House: Domestic Life from Childbirth to Deathbed. London:
Harper Perennial, 2003.

Foucault, Michel. Madness and Civilization: A History of Insanity in the Age of Reason. New
York: Vintage, 1965.

---. The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human Sciences. New York: Vintage, 1970.

--. The Archaeol ogy of Knowledge and the Discourse on Language. New York: Pantheon Books,
1972.

. Abnormal: Lectures at the Colélge de France 1974-1975. New York: Picador, 2003.

---. Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews & Other Writings 1972-1977. Ed. Colin Gordon.
New York: Pantheon Books, 1980.
---. The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An Introduction. New York: Vintage, 1980.

---. “Society Must Be Defended: Lectures at the Collége de France, 1975-1976. New York:
Picador, 2003.

---. The Hermeneutics of the Subject: Lectures at the College de France, 1981-1982. New York:
Picador, 2004.

---. Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the College de France, 1977-1978. New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.

---. Ethics: Qubjectivity and Truth. Vol. I. London: Penguin Books, 1997.
---. Aesthetics, Method, and Epistemology. Vol. 11. London: Penguin Books, 1998

—-——. Power. Ed. James D. Faubion. Trans. Robert Hurley et al. London: Penguin Books, 2000.

---. Mental Illness and Psychology. Berkeley and London: University of California Press, 1987.
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---. Psychiatric Power: Lectures at the Collége de France, 1973-1974. New York: Picador, 2006.

---. |, Pierre Riviére, Having Saughtered My Mother, My Sster, and My Brother. Lincoln and
London: University of Nebraska Press, 1982.

Furst, Lilian R. ed. Medical Progress and Social Reality: A Reader in Nineteenth-Century
Medicine and Literature. New York: State University of New York Press, 2000.

Gilbert, Pamela K. Disease, Desire and the Body in Victorian Women s Popular Novels.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.

---. Mapping the Victorian Social Body. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2004.

---. The Citizen s Body: Desire, Health, and the Social in Victorian England. Colombus: The Ohio
State University Press, 2007.

---, ed. Imagined Londons. New York: State University of New York Press, 2002.
Glinert, Ed. East End Chronicles. London: Allen Lane, 2005.
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Question: Read and compare the concept of Jeremy Bentham's utilitarian and the enactment of
the Anatomy Act of 1832, in what sesne are these two works (concepts) correlate with each
other? Do they function as a intrareflective or interreflective twin of 1deas? How do these two
corelate to the text (about the learning of human anatomy and descriptions of anatomy) in Mary
Shelley's _Frankenstrin_?

You may refer to on-line entries of these items on wikipedia on

Act of Anatomy of 1832 on http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatomy Act_1832
Jeremy Bentham on http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeremy Bentham
utilitarian on http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utilitarian

Answer:

The monstrous figure of Frankenstein reflected an atmosphere of fear and revulsion among
people in the early 1800s. Unlike the Hippocratic era, when little was known about the
human anatomy and physiology, two hundred years ago it was the advent of the rapid
modern medicine development. Doctors, artists, and scientists vigorously dissected the
bodies of criminals, or the executed. People began to realize the secret to our bodily
function—that is, to look into what went wrong inside our body—and by somewhat
“mechanical” procedure we would be able to win the battle. However, this concept was
barely acceptable. People feared to offend God by discovering the secrets of the God made;
or, people feared what would have come next after we human beings have gained enough
knowledge but haven’t gained enough power to control it? The novel Frankenstein was
definitely agood illustration.

Neverthel ess, the trend to study human anatomy was irresistible. The need of cadavers only
grew stronger and stronger with the rapid growth of population, as aresult of
industrialization and urbanization. Philosophers such as Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart
Mill came up with an ideology—Utilitarianism—to seek for policies, laws, or moral
decisions that would cause the greatest good to the greatest amount of people. Asit turned
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out, utilitarianism was not only an ideology, but pragmatism. It was a guideline, or
principle, for people to make decisions. So there popped up a controversial question: is
dissecting human body a good thing to most people? Some might say yes because it would
well contribute to the medical research; but some would doubt its morality and also the
potential threat of illegal corpse trade.

It wasin 1832 that Mr. Bentham requested in hiswill to have his body dissected as part of
apublic anatomy lecture, and it was also in 1832 that the Anatomy Act 1832 was passed by
the UK parliament. In my opinion, it was not a mere coincidence. The concept of
utilitarianism has more or less influenced all of us. In this case, although people still felt
uncomfortable with dissecting human body, the benefits that the doctors and educators
could bring to them were tremendous. Therefore, if under proper stipulation and
supervision, the fear of being murdered or out of control could be reduced. Asa
consequence, human anatomy has become a commonly accepted idea nowadays. We rely
heavily on the knowledge to perform surgery and medical inspection. However, in the
mean while, we should also be very careful whether or not we are innocuously abusing the
idea of utilitarianism. Perhaps, in some circumstances, we have just ignored the minority
who was in desperate need of the rights that we, the majority shared.
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Transnational Contagions and Ways of Seeing:
Pasteur and Victorian Slum Narratives

Chung-jen Chen
Taipei Medical University, Taiwan

Abstract

With respect to discursive formation, wretched city slum dwellers were often
depicted as victims of poverty, injustice, and misfortune. In order to achieve and
maintain the health of its population, Victorian England launched a series of
government-level slum cleansing and rebuilding efforts. Sanitationism peaked with
the enactment of the Contagious Diseases Acts of 1864 with further alterations and
editionstoit in 1867 and 1869 and a series of urban cleansing policies and public
health reforms. Meanwhile, awe and fascination with medical breakthroughs touched
the most delicate layers of the literary and public imagination. Narratives drafted in
this period bore traces of sanitationist health theory in which threats to human health
were tangible. In order to highlight uncleanness as a health threat, sources of
contamination and transmission were presented in forms perceivabl e to the observer.
This newly constructed narratives of contagion was transnational and transcontinental
in its essence as the dominant figure in the formation of such medical breakthroughs
came from Louis Pasteur, the French biologist and chemist, and Rudolf Virchow, the
German doctor and pathologist.

It is generally agreed that the great discovery of bacteriaand a series of related
breakthroughs from the 1880s onward forced a transformation in medical discourse.
Medical experts recognized not only that a balance between man and the environment
contributed to public health, but also the role of immunity as a health safeguard. As a
consequence, the causes behind visible symptoms were recognized, and such
knowledge was rapidly accumulated to establish a discipline known as contagionism.
Doctors and medical scientists decisively transformed the nature of medical
examination. Through medicine, human eyes saw what was once invisible while
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human hands explored the previously unreachable. Slum narratives in the 1880s and
1890s, such as the works of Charles Booth and Jack London, revealed an
understanding of how invisible contagions could infect individuals. Just asthe
invasion of bacteria dissolved boundaries between health and disease, sanitation and
filth, morality and immorality, disease transmission was endowed with a penetrating
moralist vision.
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Transnational Contagions and Ways of Seeing:
Pasteur and Victorian Slum Narratives

Chung-jen Chen
Taipel Medical University, Taiwan

With respect to discursive formation, wretched city slum dwellers were often
depicted as victims of poverty, injustice, and misfortune. In order to achieve and
maintain the health of its population, Victorian England launched a series of
government-level slum cleansing and rebuilding efforts. Sanitationism peaked with
the enactment of the Contagious Diseases Acts of 1864 with further alterations and
editionsto it in 1867 and 1869 and a series of urban cleansing policies and public
health reforms. Meanwhile, awe and fascination with medical breakthroughs touched
the most delicate layers of the literary and public imagination. Narratives drafted in
this period bore traces of sanitationist health theory in which threats to human health
were tangible. In order to highlight uncleanness as a health threat, sources of
contamination and transmission were presented in forms perceivabl e to the observer.

Starting from my discussion of the formation of the concept of contagions
around the 1860s, this paper focuses on how the understanding of contagions was
transformed in the “the golden age of bacteriology” in the last two decades of the
nineteenth century. It is generally agreed that the great discovery of bacteriaand a
series of related breakthroughs from the 1880s onward forced atransformation in
medical discourse. Medical experts recognized not only that a balance between man
and the environment contributed to public health, but aso the role of immunity as a
health safeguard. As a consequence, the causes behind visible symptoms were
recognized, and such knowledge was rapidly accumulated to establish adiscipline
known as contagionism. Doctors and medical scientists decisively transformed the
nature of medical examination and, through medicine, human eyes saw what was once
invisible, while human hands explored the previously unreachable. Slum narrativesin
the 1880s and 1890s, such as the works of Charles Booth and Jack London, revealed
an understanding of how invisible contagions could infect individuals. Just as the
invasion of bacteria dissolved boundaries between health and disease, sanitation and
filth, morality and immorality, disease transmission was endowed with a penetrating
moralist vision.

Starting with a brief review of the collaboration between medicine and literature
in Western civilization, this paper explores the establishment of sanitationism and
contagionism as medical discourse that isvalid not just in the practices of medicine,
but is also active in the formation of cultural and societal implications. While
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sanitationism proved to be the ultimate link between health and the environment,
contagionism reveal ed the invisible causes underlying visible symptoms of disease.
Despite different emphases of communal validity, the exchange, interchange, and
transformation of sanitationism and contagionism were major shaping forces
manifested in Victorian slum narratives. The induced incongruity of medical discourse
reflected in slum narratives was part and parcel of the same grand vision of Victorian
society.

This paper analyzes how medicine dominates the making of norms. In Victorian
slum narratives, personal and collective anxiety is largely defined by the dichotomy of
sanitation versus filth. Such abinary reading of “us” versus “them” is supported by an
inherent medical normatism. Reading symptoms of dysfunction, disability, and
degeneration in terms of pathology in Victorian Slum narratives, this paper triesto
relate a collective fear of degeneration to collective symptoms of disorder and discord.
With clustered symptoms suggesting both social influences and clinical implications
in which health and sanitation are essentially evaluative notions, slum narratives in
this period seem to reflect a medical norm by which health is synonymous with good
and disease is to some degree a condemnation. Filth in Victorian slum narratives helps
demarcate and divide London into two worlds, the west and the east, the healthy and
the unhealthy. The evaluative function of medicine becomes part of the social forces
pathol ogizing and marginalizing not the diseases, but the persons who are diseased.

Seeing the Invisible

The overall tendency of paradigm shift in medical discourse was seenin the
development from the earlier conception of a confrontational formation of health
versus disease to that of amore transmissible and transmutable while less
dichotomized cognition. However, demarcation of sanitationism and contagionism
does not suggest a clear cut demarcation in the domains of public conception or
practices in medicine. Therise of either sanitationism or contagionism in the
nineteenth century did not necessarily usher a zero-sum confrontation. Rather than
situated in a position of confrontation, the transformation of medical discourse from
sanitationism to contagionism was more like amove of emphasis or a shift of balance
in awide spectrum of medical knowledge. In many ways, contagionism did not
replace sanitationism but rather integrate and supplement medical knowledge of
disease transmission. In a sense, the correlation between sanitationism and
contagionism was more like a suffrage in mutual enhancement rather than
replacement or confrontation.

The major force that motivated the shift of episteme came directly from the
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advancement of medical technology and the establishment of bacteriology asa
discipline. Ever since, the gaze of medicine not only penetrated the onceinvisible
domains but also transcribed narratives of sanitation. The used to be solid and vivid
boundary merged between health and disease as projected onto the demarcation of
hygiene and filth was now dissolved; the boundary that was used to dichotomize the
invisible domain of disease was now proved to be visible. Accordingly, narratives of
penetrable contagion in literature, mostly categorized under the banner of slum
literature in the last two decades of English literature, enhanced the narratives of
transfusion greatly. As Pasteur inspired his contemporariesin seeing theinvisible as
he successfully devel oped his theories of bacteriology and immunology, we find a
similar discursive formation of “seeing the invisible” in the discursive formation of
late nineteenth century. What was used to be regarded as invisible, such as social
crime, cause of venereal diseases, or the spread of social diseases, were now
witnessed under the naked eyes of social, academic and literary inquisition as the once
invisible bacteriawas laid barren under the microscopic gaze of medical scientists.
Along with the change of the vision, an emphasized concern to the living environment
was highlighted in literature. The underlying principle in slum literature in this period
was that filthy environment would definitely bring degenerative influence over its
inhabitants. Such motif was shown in the plot setting that either clear and just people
were polluted and corrupted by the environment or that slum inhabitants indulged
themselvesin the filth and corruption of the environment.

With the effort of medical experiments and observations, “a decisive basis of
knowledge and technique” (Rosen 288) had been achieved by the middle of the
1870’s. According to George Rosen’s analysis, the advances needed for the following
two decades, in which he termed as “the golden age of bacteriological discovery”
(290), were mostly founded through medical advancement. In hiswords, “largely
between 1877 and 1897, the microbial causes of numerous human and animal
diseases were revealed for the first time” (Rosen 289). As aresult, the collective
medical breakthroughsinitiated by Louis Pasteur (1822-1895)" were only able to
launch the study of immunology. Such a breakthrough in medical technology did not
only have a profound and practical impact on the creation of a scientific public health
program but also change the episteme of the last three decades of the nineteenth
century. The active motif behind the practice of bacteriological and immunological

! According to Rosen’s study, Lille was at this period the richest center of industrial activity in the
north of France. At the center of the local economy was the brewing and distilling industry. From
time to time, beer would spoil or wine would sour without any discernable cause. Pasteur was
invited to study this problem of livelihood. With his firm belief in experiment and observation,
Pasteur set up laboratories to observe the presence and process of fermentation. From the study of
fermentation, Pasteur and his followers revealed the secret relation between germs and disease
(Rosen 280-83).
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study soon influenced the way people look at themselves. The summarized double
proposition concluded by Pasteur soon became the guiding principle beyond medical
studies:

1. There exist continually in the air organized bodies which cannot be
distinguished from true germs of the organisms of infusions.

2. In the case that these bodies, and the amorphous debris associated
with them, are inseminated into aliquid which has been subjected to boiling
and which would have remained unaltered in previously heated air if the
insemination had not taken place, the same beings appear in the liquid as
those which develop when the liquid is exposed to the open air. (Pasteur
186)

The way people examine themselves, the way they looked at their bodies, and the way
they think of themselves were now forever revolutionized. What was used to be
“invisible” was now “seeable” under the microscopic gaze. As aresult, the
relationship that human beings hold with nature and diseases were now completely
altered.

The study of infection and fermentation initiated and largely fueled by Pasteur
was not only contributive to the foundation of bacteriology and immunology as a
discipline, but also decisive to the establishment of public health as afield of
academic study and governmental mechanism. After Pasteur, prominent figures such
as Ferdinand Cohn (1828-1898), professor of botany at the University of Breslau, or
Robert Koch (1843-1910), country practitioner who discovered the obscurities of
anthrax, contributed greatly to the discovery of the relation between microscopic lives
and established of bacteriology as an academic discipline (Rosen 286-88). It was
about this period when living conditions were greatly improved: sewage were built or
renewed in large scale, waste removed, slum cleansed, housing improved, water
sanitized, vaccination widely applied, public health |aboratory pervasively set up,
potential carriers of contagious quarantined or treated compulsively. Due to the
collective efforts of governmental officials and scientific researchers and medical
experts, there was a continuing downward trend in mortality due to adeclinein the
frequency of certain diseases, chiefly yellow fever, smallpox, typhoid and typhus
fevers, maaria, and tuberculosis (Rosen 314). Under the banner of “aclean city isa
healthy city” (gtd. in Rosen 315), al “knowledge” and “tools” necessary for the
enhancement of a better living environment and for the elimination of threat to public
health were provided.

For most late-Victorian novelists and sociol ogists to be inspired by the poverty
and filth in the underworld London, the most fertile ground for their literary
imagination came from the visually conceived and recognized condition of lifein the
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underworld of East End London. With the breakthroughs of Pasteurian bacteriol ogy
study, the causes of disease, corruption and deterioration soon became visible to the
naked eyes. With a change in the method of observation from feeling to seeing,
sociological and literary works seemed to be bestowed a higher power of observation.
At aresult of the shift of vintage point, so does the key-tone of contagionist-seeing
discourse. As intimidation to human health and physical and moral corruption became
visible, a shift of attitude towards the filth of the society also underwent a
transformation: the previously invisible causes were now to be seen and examined and
discrimination, as if the previously invisible elements were now visible causes of
moral corruption. The responsibility of carrying asocia reform was no longer valid.
The medical gaze of the microscope now began to evaluate, investigate, delineate, and
finally, discriminated.

“A Clean City isa Healthy City”

With a series of medical breakthroughs in bacteriology from the 1870s onwards,
medical experts began to recognize that protection against contagious diseases
depended on blocking bacteria contagions and immune capacity. With the help of
new medical technologies, human eyes saw what was previously invisible, while
human hands explored parts once unreachable. Advancements in microscopy, surgery
and the discovery of the bacterial transmission of disease accel erated the
transformation of political, social, and medical practices. Medical conceptions
revolutionized the understanding of how human beings and the environment were
connected.

The study of infection and fermentation initiated by Pasteur and his followers not
only contributed to the foundation of bacteriology and immunology as disciplines, but
was also decisive in establishing public health as afield of academic study and
governmental policy. It was during the last three decades of the nineteenth century
that major breakthroughs in medical research bore fruit; it was during this period
when governmental officials became involved in macro-scale approaches to
improving public health; it was also this period that saw mortality rates drop and the
average life expectancy grow dramatically across western Europe, North America,
Australia, and many places around the world. Living conditions were greatly
improved: sewage systems were built or renovated on alarge scale, waste removed,
slums cleaned, housing improved, water sanitized, vaccinations widely applied, public
health laboratories set up, and potential carriers of contagions quarantined or forced to
undergo treatment. The collective efforts of government officials, scientific
researchers, and medical experts contributed to “acontinuing downward trend in
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mortality due to adecline in the frequency of certain diseases, chiefly yellow fever,
smallpox, typhoid and typhus fevers, malaria, and tuberculosis” around 1870 (Rosen
314). Under the banner of “a clean city is a hedthy city,” new “knowledge” and
“tools” for enhancing the living environment and for eliminating threats to public
health were at hand. Before 1870, “there was very little variation in the death rate
from ‘fever’ in London” as well as other major cities in Western Europe (Rosen 315).

Thisis not to say that medicine was not part of the discourse of contagions
before the late nineteenth century. It would not be accurate to say that medicine had
never previously played a part in the writing of serious literature. Quite the opposite,
references to medicine, poison, disease, plague, and infections either in British or
western literary tradition are abundant. There are many examplesto be found in
literary works of how medicine played arolein the history of literature. However,
many of the literary references to medicine remain on the level of providing a
background to highlight the development of the story or afanciful prop to enhance the
charm of acharacter. Medicine seldom was a main aspect of creating a character or
dramatizing plots or settings. In other words, although medicine appeared as a
frequent element in western literature, it seldom occupied the spotlight in literary
production or extended beyond supplementary dramatic elements.

However, the interrel ation between medicine and literature was not confined to
character enhancement or supplementary background for establishing a story setting.
Moreover, it would be a missed opportunity not to explore the significance between
medicine and literature. Medicine, as a highly disciplined knowledge, provides
another way of thinking and seeing for atime that witnessed dramatic and exciting
medical breakthroughs. A transformation of the climate of knowledge so drastic and
pervasive inevitably changes the way people perceive themselves: their relations with
other people, with the outer world, and even with their own bodies. This collective
transformation of knowledge constituted a shift in the medical episteme that occurred
in the nineteenth century.

The transformation of the medical episteme did not only occur in the field of
medicine. Foucault suggests that such shifts of attitude are a pervasive and
overwhelming change of atmosphere in all aspects of the society. The production of
the discourse of contagions in sociological works, such as the highly acclaimed
surveys of different walks of life in the districts in and around nineteenth-century
metropolitan London, demonstrated such shifts of attitude. Specifically, | will explore
Charles Booth’s colossal collection Life and Labour of the People in London (1895)
and Jack London’s travel ogue account of London’s East End, People of the Abyss
(1903). The construction of contagionist narratives in the influential journalistic and
sociological accounts of these writers revealed a structure of feeling in which
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whatever is deemed clean and healthy bears positive social and cultural connotations,
and whatever is condemned as filthy and sick carries negative ones. As these slum
narratives demonstrate a way of seeing invisible contagions, there opens up an
opportunity for the healthy writers and readers to examine the diseased part of the city
and to see areflection of themselves in the representation of illness and filth.

Thereason | first picked up late-Victorian sSlum narratives is not only that these
are the works that provide a channel for understanding Victorian society in amore
“scientific” way. Slum narratives are not necessarily truer or more scientifically
neutral and objective for revealing the social context than literary creations; far from
it. Thereason I’ve selected them is that the descriptions in these Slum narratives turn
out to be nearly identical with those in late-Victorian literary creations. In away, the
assumptions from sociological studies, interviews, and primary source data from
surveys and polls, as well as subjective observationsin slum narratives, turn out to be
the basis of literary portrayalsin the Victorian Era.

| suggest that the shift from a “to-be-felt” sanitationist cognition to a
“to-be-seen” contagionist medical and sociological discourse occurred around the
late-Victorian period. For most novelists and sociologists of this time who were
inspired by the poverty and filth in underworld London, their literary imagination
drew on the visible and recognizable conditions of life in the underworld of East
London. With the breakthroughs of Pasteurian bacteriology, the causes of disease,
corruption, and moral degeneracy seemed to become visible to the naked eye. With
this change in the method of observation from feeling to seeing, sociological and
literary works also seemed to acquire greater power of observation. This shift of
vantage point set a new tone, a contagionist-seeing discourse. As physical and mora
threats to human health became visible, the concept of filth in society also underwent
atransformation: previously invisible causes were now seen, examined, and
distinguished, asif these invisible elements had become visible causes of moral
corruption. The validity of social reform as a responsibility was eroding as the
medical gaze of the microscope began to evaluate, investigate, delineate, and
discriminate.

Slum narratives from the 1880s and 1890s reflected this new consciousness of
bacteriology. As the invasion of bacteria dissolved the boundaries between health and
disease, sanitation and filth, morality and degeneration, atheory of disease
transmission became the vehicle for a penetrating moralist vision. People suffering
from poverty and illness were seen as mentally degenerate, physically paralyzed, or
both. Medica breakthroughsin the late nineteenth century employed new methods for
examining human bodies, and, as aresult, transformed the boundary between self and
other. Along with the self-other demarcation established through the discipline of
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medicine, the concept of invasive contagions was endowed with amoralist judgment:
health versus disease, good versus bad, and justice versus corruption. Slum narratives
created in this period were largely indebted to a “seeing” policy that separated the
good from the bad.

Although Booth and London may be the most prominent figures in the formation
of the discourse of contagionsin the late Victorian Era, they were neither the first nor
the most influential forerunners of the discourse of contagions. Moreover, the
formation of adiscourse in any period of timein any society could never be attributed
to the charm or talents of afew individuals. The formation of a discourse, following
Foucault’s usage, would be a collective and pervasive shift of attitudes and
atmospheres over a huge dimension of history. However, this does not detract from
the importance of their contribution to the enhancement of the discourse of
contagions.

Charles Booth and the Degree of Sanitation

The monumental works of Charles Booth provide a detailed illustration of the
discourse of contagions and the economy of bad influence in the air. His descriptions,
especially of the shabbiness and filth of slum districtsin London, tended to highlight
the degree of sanitation. In Booth’s study, environments could be classified and
graded according to the newly founded standards of sanitation, using five degrees
based on the evaluation of “light and air.” Elements known and newly confirmed as
the main cause of contagions were applied. Here is one example of what Booth rated
as “very bad” in both air and light:

Buildings (“very bad” in both sections) isalarge plain brick building
with six floors, the lowest being half basement. Entering by a gate and
ascending a few steps, along passage is reached extending from the front to
the back of the building. About half way along this passage is the staircase,
and facing it is a window frame from which the sashes have been removed
and asink and water tap placed in the opening. This aperture looks out on a
small courtyard. On the staircase is another opening to a second courtyard,
long and narrow. These two open spaces light, or are supposed to light, the
black tenements: their walls have been whitened recently. Close by the sink
is the dust-shoot and a closet, and on the stairsis a second closet. This
accommodation provides for nearly twenty tenements, one and two-roomed,
whose doors open on this passage. The upper floors are similar, save that
the passages are much darker, as they have no light from the street and
make aturn at each end to give access to the remote tenements. The inner
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walls are dirty, and the plaster has fallen from the roof in patches. The

basement has been condemned and closed as unsanitary. (Booth 17)
For Booth, a set of criteriawere required to compare the sanitation of living
environments, with another logical set of criteriafor prioritizing improvements and
evaluating their effects. As he noted, the inhabitants’ environmental improvements
could be “grouped under three heads; viz. (1) better appearance; (2) better light; and
(3) more and better internal fittings” (Booth 24). Poverty now became not just a social,
political, ethical, or moral issue, but also an epistemological issue, as its assessment
required a scientific method of observation and systematization of knowledge as the
basis for understanding. Poverty initiated a scientific curiosity that could be examined,
compared, and evaluated. The importance of Booth’s works was underlined by his
scientific endeavor to examine the darkest aspects of the empire. Booth’s works were
ambitious in establishing connections among the hierarchies of medical science,
political science, journalistic reports, ethical dilemmas, and philosophical inquiries.

Other major concerns in Booth’s work, related to the Pasteurian discovery of

bacterial infection, were the themes of transgression and transmission. Personal
mobility, domestic migration from rural to urban areas or exotic passages from native
land to abroad, were framed in terms of the metaphor of the medica concept of
transmission: like the dissemination of bacteria, the movement of people was as well
penetrative. The movement of population, first of all, was a phenomenon to be studied
and classified as part of knowledge systems:

Immigrants into London may be roughly classified under two heads, drift

and current. By drift, | mean the general “set” towards a great centre,

carrying with it the restless and unsettled spirits with vague ambitions,

rather than definite aims, and bearing on its surface not alittle of the socia

wreckage of the provinces. By current, | mean the immigration of

individuals, often the cream of their native counties, moving to London to

seek adistinct economic advantage. (Booth 68)

Poverty now became not just a social issue, nor a political, ethical, or moral one.

It isaso an epistemological issue in regards to a scientific way of observation and a
knowledge system. By the end of the nineteenth century, poverty became a subject for
epistemol ogical cognition in Victorian society. Poverty, in short, was an episteme.
Since poverty became a scientific object, population in poverty could be examined in
terms of a knowledge system. Poverty was no longer just a problem to debate, but
also an issue to study. When scientific values permesate the study of poverty, more
detailed and specific terms of knowledge should also set in:

The greater proportion of minors among immigrants from nearer partsis

likely to be caused, at least in part, by the greater extent of immigration by
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whole families from adjacent counties, especialy from agricultural districts.
Long distance migrants probably include large numbers of young men
between the age of 20 and 30 who have served their time as apprentices in
industrial provincia centres, where apprenticeship still prevails, and then
come to London, attracted by higher wages. (Booth 69)

In this manner, the composition of the impoverished population should be
formulated: “the 1881 census showed that 343 out of every 1000 inhabitants of
London were born in the other parts of the United Kingdom” (Booth 121). Motivation
for population movement should itself be presented in a more scientifically neutral
way: “the drive for the movement is an economic one” for the outflow of population
(Booth 137). The result of population movement could therefore be expected: “free
circulation of labour isthe very life-blood of amodern industrial community” (Booth
145).

Jack London, theAmerican Visitor to London

Besides Arthur Morrison, another literary figure known for his writing on the
East End slums at the end of the nineteenth century is Jack London, an American
writer assigned by a newspaper to report on the degeneration and horror of the British
Empire. Jack London arrived in London in 1902 en route to report on the Boer War.?
When the war reporting project was canceled, he extended his stay in the slums of
East End London to a stay of seven weeks. During his stay in London, the young
journalist disguised himself and explored the darkest corner of the city Slum, in spite
of the warning from Thomas Cook’s, the famous traveler’s agents who could send
him to “darkest Africa,” but refused to offer him help to get into the East End as they
responded, “We are not accustomed to taking travellers to the East End; we receive no
call to take them there, and we know nothing whatsoever about the place at all”
(London 3).

What Jack London wrote as he explored the darkest corner at the heart of the
strongest empire on earth then was not merely an attempt to arouse voyeuristic
interest on the part of his readers. What drew his attention were not just the amost
grotesque figures and their miserable fates. Throughout the book, a particular
attention to the living environment and the health condition was always present. What

2 grrictly speaking, Jack London visited London in 1902 and published his observations under the title
The Peoplein the Abyss in 1903. By the time Jack London wrote and published, the reigning
monarch was no longer Queen Victoria but King Edward V11 and the timing was no longer the
nineteenth century. However, the shift in monarchs at the turn of the century did not offer a clear-cut
divide; in many ways, the main concerns of his book were a continuation of themes from the
previous century. In some ways, his book can even be regarded as the culmination of the concern
over city slums by the end of the nineteenth century; that is why this book meritsinclusionin my
discussion.
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Jack London saw was not merely wretched persons and their stories, but a setting that
correlated to their fate, their filth, and their wretchedness:
And asfar as| could see were the solid walls of brick, the slimy pavements,
and the screaming streets; and for the first timein my life the fear of the
crowd smote me. It was like the fear of the sea; and the miserable
multitudes, street upon street, seemed so many waves of avast and
mal odorous sea, |apping about me and threatening to well up and over me.
(London 8)

Jack London soon found his attention drawn to the living environment as he set
foot in this overcrowded part of the domestic domain. The experience accumulating
from medical breakthroughs involving contagious diseases like cholera and new
knowledge from medical experts such as Pasteur and Koch quickly found areas of
application in the highly condensed population in East End London. Lack of space,
lack of ventilation, ignorance of personal hygiene, lack of facilities for sustaining
public health, all were included in his observations on the living environment:

Not only was one room deemed sufficient for a poor man and his family, but
| learned that many families, occupying single rooms, had so much space to
spare as to be able to take in alodger or two. ... Not only did the houses |
investigated have no bath-tubs, but | learned that there were no bath-tubsin
all the thousands of houses | had seen. ... True, the sanitation of the places|
visited was wretched. From the imperfect sewage and drainage, defective
traps, poor ventilation, dampness, and general foulness, | might expect my
wife and babies speedily to be attacked by diphtheria, croup, typhoid,
erysipelas, blood poisoning, bronchitis, pneumonia, consumption, and
various kindred disorders. Certainly the death-rate would be exceedingly
high. (London 25-6)

By the time Jack London disguised himself in shabby clothes to explore the East
End, transmission of many epidemics not previously understood had become clear to
the general public. Cholerawas a particularly prominent example. With decades of
collaboration between medical knowledge and governmenta policies, the reading
public was now sufficiently educated about the transmission of diseasesto regard
unclean air, contaminated water, lack of sewage, ill-ventilated spaces, and even
malnutrition as highly risky conditions leading to epidemic outbreaks. This sort of
medical knowledge was known to London’s readers, and, of course, to the writer
himself. In Jack London’s narration, not only were the causes of contamination
revealed, specific diseases were also associated with those causes. Thusin his
description, we find a successful collaboration of medicine, public health, and
governmentality. Knowledge that had previously been owned exclusively by medical
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experts was now shared and transmitted with no clear origination. This sort of medical
knowledge had been incorporated into the common-sense knowledge of atraveler like
Jack London.

The city slum of London was described as organic in Jack London’s writing. Not
only was the East End described as “the Abyss,” it was further termed as “a huge
man-killing machine” where popul ations moving from surrounding rural areas around
the metropolitan London were doomed to die corrupt at the bottom of the organic
heap (London 47). According to London’s description, the young residents of slums
would inevitably grow up into degenerate adults, “without virility or stamina, a
weak-kneed, narrow-chested, listless breed, that crumbles up and goes down in the
brute struggle for life” (London 47). The corrupting power of the slum was not visible,
but, asin Morrison’s descriptions, to be smelled:

If nothing else, the air he breathes, and from which he never escapes, is
sufficient to weaken him mentally and physically, so that he becomes
unable to compete with the fresh virile life from the country hastening on to
London Town to destroy and be destroyed. Leaving out the disease germs
that fill the air of the East End, consider the one item of smoke. ... And this
sulphuric acid in the atmosphere is constantly being breathed by the London
workmen through all the days and nights of their lives. (London 46)
A similar concern for living conditions, particularly ventilation, and reasonable space
for each person, is also reflected in London’s observation. London noted the space
allocated to each person in the city and worried about the lack of reasonable space for
individual activity: an implicit relationship of medical knowledge and practices of
governmental control. Nearly through two-thirds of the book, Jack London quoted
popul ation statistics to support his observation:
There are 300,000 people in London, divided into familiesthat livein
one-room tenements. Far, far more live in two and three rooms and are as
badly crowded, regardless of sex, as those that live in one room. The law
demands 400 cubic feet of space for each person. In army barracks each
soldier is allowed 600 cubic feet. Professor Huxley, at onetime himself a
medical officer in East London, always held that each person should have
800 cubic feet of space, and that it should be well ventilated with pure air.
Yet in London there are 900,000 people living in less than the 400 cubic feet
prescribed by the law. (London 213)

If medicine was implicitly included in formulating the discourse about slums,
then, by the end of the book, Jack London was demonstrating medicine as a solid
component of the discourse of contagions. By the turn of the century, medicine had
become a dominant force stimulating the exchange, interchangeability, and
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transformation of discourses of disease. In away, housing reform, disease prevention,
and literary creation went hand-in-hand to form a seamless whole of the
late-nineteenth century medical discourse of contagions.

Conclusion

Narratives of contagions were not unique to the Victorians, nor were they
phenomena exclusive to any historical period. Quite the contrary, contagions are as
old as human civilization. To follow Foucault, discursive formations during certain
periods of history were never merely aresult of a sudden change in any one field of
study. At the center of Foucault’s concern is “awhole exact and articulated
knowledge” involved in “complex institutional systems.” Following Foucault, this
paper takes into account the history of medicine, the confrontation of different
political sensibilities, the evolution of understandings of contagions, and the
interaction and associations between medicine, governance, and public imagination as
they were shaped into a “discursive practice” (Foucault, Birth 11). Comparative study
of the development of medicine, the burgeoning growth of London after the Industrial
Revolution, the birth of public health, the advancement of bacteriology, should be
combined with literary, journalistic, and sociological accounts of the slum areas of
London, in order to provide a more comprehensive look at discursive practices of
“regularity” or “normality” in the late-nineteenth century medical discourse.

While reading about the exchange, interchange, and transformation of the
discourses of contagions and governance in late Victorian London, | hope to explore
the narratives of contagionsin relation to medical advancements, social movements,
and works of sociology and literature. With the formation of polarities of health and
disease, empire and colony, and literary conceptions of self and other, an evolution of
an episteme in contagions within and across the boundaries of late Victorian London
was also formed. The rampant filth that boosted contagion in East End Slumsis not
merely abackground for analysis but, rather, atopic that involves a synthesis of
medicine, literature, and cultural and social narratives. The model of polarity between
health and disease sustains the formation of normalcy and abnormality in slum
narratives.

The perceiving subject at the center of medical discourse in the nineteenth
century shifted from an awareness of dichotomy to that of transgression and
transformation. The previous model of confrontation between the observing subject
and the observed object, which had been central in western culture since the time of
Socrates, was challenged and changed. The subject of cognition was now vulnerable
to invisible and pervasive invasions, or at least attempts at invasion. What was at
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stake was no longer a concern over whether the subject could be shielded from
possible attacks from without; it now became a question of to what degree the subject
was influenced and transformed by externally imposed forces.
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® Records of population census showed that the growth of population was frantically expeditious. In
England and Wales the population doubled from 8.9 million to 17.9 million between 1801 (the year
of the first census) and 1851. Over the next sixty yearsit doubled again to reach 36.1 millionin 1911
(Gladstone x). As aresult of overpopulation and poor living environment, the percentage of urban
dwellers had reached 50% in 1851 and 77% in 1901, from 35% in 1801 (Gladstone xi). That general
trend, however, conceals the impact of the growth of particular towns and cities.
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® To be more specific, the outbreak of cholerain almost every major city in Europe in the first three
decades of the nineteenth century was a cross-continental phenomenon. It was widely believed that
the transmission of infectious diseases became much easier as the transaction and transportation
across continents started to become fervent and frequent in the nineteenth century. Rapid
transmissions of infectious diseases were one of the by-productions. It was commonly held among
medical historians that the spread of cholerawasinitiated in India and soon spread to Russia,
Germany, Italy, France, the Britain, and further north to the Nordic countries. Almost all major cities
in Europe were under the immediate sway of cholera. To sum up, effects of cholera outbreaks were
not limited only in the first three decades of the nineteenth century. It is ahistorical truth that major
outbreaks of cholera condensed within the first three decades of the nineteenth century; however,
outbreaks of cholera never actually stopped in the Britain or the whole Europe, only with smaller
scale and intensity. Theoretically speaking, there were reports of cholera outbreaks throughout the
entire nineteenth century in the Britain. Cf. Baldwin 7-30.

" On the whole, different countries took strategies with variations between the two extremes of either
guarantinism or sanitationism. While quarantinist government enforced coercive methods to break
chains of transmission and interrupted the circulation of carriers by means of cordons, quarantines
and sequestrations, sanitationism sought to improve the sanitation of living environment by draining
stagnant water, separating humans from their filth and excrement, building better housing and
encouraging individuals to change their predisposing habits. Peter Baldwin argued that conservative
autocratic powers such as Russia, Germany and Prussia took more coercive and conservative
strategy in applying quarantines. On the contrary, the British Empire allowed more liberal methods
in resorting to the improvement of poverty and urban filth. The pleafor social reform and urban
re-planning proposed by Edward Chadwick and his followers was an evident example. See Baldwin
7-36, 59-99.
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8 Sir Edwin Chadwick (1800-1890), amember of the Royal Commission authorized to study and pass
the law, was a key figure in the transformation of greater atmosphere of the society. The stimulus to
raise attention to the reduction in the burden of poor relief and to formulate preventive social action
in response to the problems of poverty and disease were greatly indebted to him. The collective
effort of Chadwick and his followers, James Phillip Kay, Neil Arnott and Thomas Southwood Smith,
John Simon, all distinguished physicians and inspectors of the Royal Commission, culminated in the
Report on an Inquiry into the Sanitary Condition of the Labouring Population of Great Britain in
1842.
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® In awider historical scope, Chadwick sustained a social reformist legacy passing from John Stuart
Mill and Jeremy Bentham to substantiate “an ideal project towards social unities.” Jeremy Bentham
recognized in Edwin Chadwick a new disciple and trusted him with cherished utilitarian ideas of
fifty years. In return, Chadwick responded with his own sanitary conception of utilitarianism.
Chadwick wasin hislifetime widely regarded as the most distinguished of the school which
Bentham had established. (Richardson xxvii)

19 The SSA was founded in London on 29 July 1857. A massive inaugural congress was held in
Birmingham some weeks later in early October. Thereafter, its annual conferences, usually held in
major cities with thousands of attendance, captured national attention for a generation. The SSA
annual congress provided opportunities for communication among distinguished figures from
various fields, such as Edwin Chadwick, William Farr, and John Simon, all famous public
administrators, and intellectuals like John Stuart Mill, John Ruskin, Charles Kingsley, and F. D.
Maurice. And among all the heated SSA debates, issues of public health had been one of its main
concerns. Sinceits establishment, the raison d étre of the mediatory SSA was to “construct an
informed public opinion on social questions and instruct parliament in the right course of action”
(Goldman 15).
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1 peter Baldwin argues that there were basically two approaches in environmental prevention of
disease: the socially reforming concern (the contagionism) and the socially controlling interest (the
guarantinism) throughout the medical development of public hygiene in the nineteenth-century
Europe. According to Baldwin, quarantinism was “authoritarian and interventionist in a drastic and
imposing sense, legitimating the state’s right to infringe on its subject’s liberties by invoking a higher
good, posing a zero-sum tradeoff between individual and public wealth” (12). Most continental
autocracies in Europe during this period, such as Russia, Prussia, Germany, France, Italy, belonged
to this category of his definition. On the other hand, another approach that emphasized to launch
hygiene reform to hold out opportunities of checking the spread of filth diseases and, in the long run,
improve the lives of those who had suffered from industrial urbanization. For this branch of medical
policy, unless all diseases were prevented simultaneously through hygienic reform, measure targeted
only at specific illness was pointless. Therefore, at the core of this theory ran a motif that “medicine
isasocial science and politics nothing but medicine on a grand scale” (qtd. in Baldwin 13). The
British Empire, in Baldwin’s words, belong to this approach of sanitarianism. To alocate these two
different approaches on the spectrum of Ieft-right politics, quarantinism that shifted the blame for
disease for socia condition to microbes usually applied the techniques of police control and was
thereby regarded as conservative doctrine, while contagionism that dished out environmentalist
concern with the social background of the disease was considered characteristic of the left. See
Baldwin for the definition of quarantinism and sanitarianism on Baldwin 4-36. For his analysis of
the development of cholera policy makings among European countries, refer to Baldwin 107-22; for
the Britain sanitationist policy, refer to Baldwin 123-43.

84



85
Motd e L3R

ﬁgﬁig’g_;u;;-_g_ﬁﬁt %gg CIAREER AT AP EF R O L 2 2 4 T ¥ &
W%ﬁgJ“*m%ﬁ*QFWWﬂ%m%4ﬁ F 2o R BFSALR 2K LD
BE KT ARt REFL msﬁ'lff’ibééﬁ?lr*# o iR RS o B E S
FRRIE L o SR ﬁé_?'ﬁ » &2 — 78 2 ¥ | (Chadwick, Health 82) - % 4§ s 5. &
¥ £ R AR SR s R T g L LA (qtd-in
Bynum 72) - i v &?Eﬂgﬁ’?ﬁﬂr%fuﬂﬁ%“é%ﬁﬁiﬂ ¥ ABRRBR L RE
A FREY NS 'I’Vl’ffiﬁﬂ"ﬁ"i? ie A4 S RACE R B R fﬂ—* °
A FFEIL R A ’L‘I'_‘ % "ﬁ%fﬂ“—‘@ﬁb:}ﬁsﬁ’!:}ﬁs/ﬁ" ﬁ*ﬁ?ﬂf‘:&i%ﬁ'ﬁiﬁ
m??ﬁﬁiﬁiiﬁ FA LB RE F RGBT o RT3
» @A R R TR Wm Q) WA F AR FA R AEREY AR
PR PR R R FR AT B ARk B BRSO ETLd s BB
WAkaﬁﬁioii'”@%fﬁéﬁf A v LR LD EF
R TEFORILSE T BB Y NF AT F P R AR o o B BENR
PR RN AR RF RO HA L. %ﬁ'z‘iv?% BATHR T~ E R Rl
AR FRCORFIARLEE BERTE - THPE L PRI EN A
- 2 ERAHRFFEMVI RS L FL R ARES R
@’E%§4£ IR
FERAAHNERFEL Y ORBES LR R SURTRERS e
g o B ELTRRGOPFEAFER A UEALE 7 \%ﬁ“gﬁg@_m@ ) 4 gg#:ﬂ,;m,igi
FARPADZRZER L PR ES FH o g R @ LA F IR FH AR
BOALMIT § - BATIOETE A BT 25 Sk ﬁﬂ’“t”’“éﬁ’ i ARS

.\;

Pkt o 2
)

gi‘iﬁ/i*’F\?Eﬂ?"ﬁ*%—Lﬁkﬁ“ﬁﬂ%ﬁ-‘ E?‘ A= 7 g FAMe
hF s o P ko O R LTRSS i {81 3 0 O X Fd R AR Y
MG N E- BPRSDRE A EFPE A RS L o R R AL

L
A% (NorrisPope) #u 5 1 { #rhded o X %?4 o REnard - 0 R A
EEALFE PO BFRGR L Fene ] 3 RGP RS A W

T Rt M AL RLPRES o P Y 5 1851 & - Bt X 3N g
4 2 ¢ (theMetropolitan Sanitary Association) i ® » 2 B #F4f 1L a4

2 Four massive infections of cholera broke out in 1831-32, 1848-49, 1853-54, and 1866. Casualties
caused by cholera cast a shocking shadow on the city's inhabitants. The process of infection was
known to be fast and efficient, and great pain was suffered. Victims dying from cholera were all
reported to suffer great pain before they finally passed away. The massive casualties were another
reason to fear. The overcrowded population in the city became an easy target for the spread of
cholera: in 1850 alone, 50,000 people died from the disease (Flanders 336, McLean 3).

3 Norris Pope documented Dickens’ philanthropic endeavors and argued that Dickens was devoted to
the environmental reforms of histime. Based on his correspondence, lectures, and novels, Pope
claims that Dickens tended to facilitate this concern with sanitary improvements in his depiction of
the neglected dwellings of the poor. According to Pope, Dickens was associating material
degradation with moral decline (Pope 5-10, 200-5).
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14 Joanne Eysell, in A Medical Companion to Dickens's Fiction, suggests a plausible and powerful
Chadwickian influence on Dickens. Eysell states that a civil engineer, Henry Austin, who worked
closely with Chadwick in the Metropolitan Health of Towns Association, married Dickens’s younger
sister, Laetitia. Eysell regards this marriage as “a connection of mutual benefit” because Austin could
rely on Dickensto “espouse the cause of sanitation reform,” while Dickens could rely on Austin for
“inside information on topics under discussion by the Association.” Dickens even became a member
of the Association. Eysell suggests this biographical fact may affirm the belief that Dickens obtained
his knowledge and sustained hisinterest in public health from first-hand expertise and knowledge
(Eysell 166-7).
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5 George Ford and Sylvére Monod note that the pollution of air, water, and food is the main issue of
Bleak House. They compare the time of epidemic outbreaks in England and the time Dickens wrote
to emphasize the synchrony of hiswriting and contemporary issues. Just a year before Dickens
expressed his commitment to the promotion of sanitary awareness in the preface to Martin
Chuzzewit, there was an outbreak of cholerain 1848 that caused 14,600 casualties. In 1853, England
suffered from the greatest mortality from smallpox throughout Europe. One year later, Dickens came
out with Bleak House, and pollution became the major concern of this novel (Ford and Monod 901).
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¢ Four massive infections of cholera broke out in 183132, 1848-49, 1853-54, and 1866, not to
mention some minor outbreaks throughout the nineteenth century. Some medical historians argue
that those chol era outbreaks throughout these decades were actually continuing outbreaks with
recessions in between. Transmissions of cholera had never actually stopped, but only rested and
waited for their reconvene. Casualties caused by cholera cast a shocking shadow on the city's
inhabitants. The process of infection was known to be fast and efficient, and great pain was suffered.
Victims dying from cholerawere all reported to suffer great pain before they finally passed away.
The massive casualties were another reason to fear.
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For the Health of the Race:
Discur sive Formation of Tropical Fever in Nineteenth-Century Adventure Stories

Abstract
Chen, Chung-jen

This paper attempts to read into the exchange, interchange, and transformation of
the discursive practice of public health and imperialist policy in the second half of the
nineteenth-century-Britain. By exploring why belief that “the future of the empire lies
in microscope” encouraged and supported dominant and coherent discursive practices,
this paper examines why and how overseas military power of the British Empire
marched hand in hand with domestic medical research and publication of adventure
stories at its prime.

Starting with areading of adventure stories favored by young readers, a
comparative reading of the phenomenal discovery of contagion of diseases and the
establishment of public health as anew discipline, this paper argues that
transformation of medical discourse as reflected in literary works was part and parcel
of the same grand vision of the imperialist discursive practices. By tracing the
formation of the polarity of health and disease, self and the other and its
transformation into a discourse of contagion, this paper tries to examine theinvisible
image of the imperialist adventurer. On top of these, this paper argues that
sanitationism combined social, medical and literary practices into a remarkably
consistent and unified vision which is indispensable to a national identity and an
epistemol ogy fundamental to the expansion of the empire.

Keywords: tropical fever, malaria, contagion, adventure literature, H. Rider Haggard

99



100

For the Health of the Race:
Discur sive Formation of Tropical Fever in Nineteenth-Century Adventure Stories

Chen, Chung-jen

This paper attempts to read into the exchange, interchange, and transformation of
the discursive practice of public health and imperialist policy in adventure stories
during the last three decades of the nineteenth-century-Britain. By exploring why
belief such as “the future of the empire lies in microscope” encouraged and supported
dominant and coherent discursive practices, this paper examines why and how
overseas military power of the British Empire marched hand in hand with domestic
medical research and publication of adventure stories at its prime.

Starting with areading of H. Rider Haggard’s adventure stories, this paper
conducts a comparative reading of the phenomenal discovery of contagion and
discursive formation of tropical fevers, and the establishment of research institution of
tropical medicine as aform of colony governance. This paper examines how the
discourse of “tropical fever” became an imminent ingredient of the adventure and an
effective enhancement of congquerors among adventure stories and their readers. This
paper argues that transformation of medical discourse as reflected in literary works
was part and parcel of the same grand vision of the imperialist discursive practices.
By tracing the formation of the polarity of health and disease, self and the other and
its transformation into a discourse of contagion, this paper tries to argue that
narratives of tropical fever contribute to the dichotomization between the imperial self
and the colonized other. Also by tracing the research of malaria and the
institutionalization of researches on tropical diseases, this paper argues that discourse
of tropical diseases was not only related to the development of medical science but
also associated with national pride and imperia interest. On top of these, this paper
argues that discursive practices of tropical fever combined social, medical and literary
practices into a remarkably consistent vision which is indispensable to a national
identity fundamental to the expansion of the empire.

The Medical Sructure of Attitude

Edward W. Said argues that imperialism is not just awhole array of battleships
and guns, or merely a collective endeavor to seek for the expansion of territory and
profit from overseas trading and plantation. Said argues that there is a commitment
over and above profit, acommitment in constant circulation and recircul ation that
allows men and women to accept the notion that distant territories and their residents
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should be subordinate, inferior and, therefore, subjugated. Said claims that thereis an
inert regularity within the texture of linguistic and cultural practices that suggests
something taken for granted.

Said extends his search in the imperial map of the world in literature for what he
defines as “a structure of attitude and reference.” Said refers to awhole set of
incorporative cultural form defined and informed by moral and socia valuesin many
novels. He argues that overseas possessions are mysteriously necessary to the poise
and beauty of domestic prosperity. The right to overseas possessions, even only
dlightly suggested and never carefully depicted, is directly involved with the
establishment of social order and moral practices at home. For Said, “the empireis
everywhere acrucial setting”: things involved with imperia enterprises function for
much of the European nineteenth century “as a codified, if only marginally visible,
presencein fiction, very much like the servants in grand households and in novels,
whose work is taken for granted but scarcely ever more than named, rarely studies, . . .
or given density” (63). Either with or without knowledge of overseas plantation, the
production and consumption of literature subscribe to the historical facts of imperial
exploitation. Thisiswhy Said famously concludes that in Austen’s novels, and so do
many other English novels, “no matter how isolated and insulated the English place
(e.g., Mansfield Park), it requires overseas sustenance” (89).

Following Said, | would analyze how adventure stories encompass medical
elements in characterization, setting, or plot arrangements in the way readers take for
granted. | would examine narratives of tropical fever in adventure stories and use of
medicine in the institutionalization of tropical fever that has long been taken for
granted as indispensable waving textures in the late Victorian period.

Shivering with Fever

Medicine, or medical elements, was an unsaid but fundamental axis of life
pattern on the Victorian soil and their imagination realm in adventure stories. For
adventure stories, fever and sudden strikes of ague, weakness were common,
predictable and even expected challenge occurring to adventurers. In many ways,
catching afever and the arrangement of the rampant existence of tropical fever were
indispensable parts of the adventure, one of the essential but unnoticeable el ements
like what Said defines as “very much like the servants in grand households and in
novels.”

Haggard’s King Solomon s Mines provided afull array of formulaic elements and
stereotyped adventurers. As he started his journey to seek for legendary buried
treasure, the middle-aged narrator, Allan Quatermain, dished out the underlying
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atmosphere of the structural attitude of fever. Before he met his adventure partners,
Sir Henry Curtis and Captain John Good, he revealed his past record of surviving
tropical fever: “I had been up elephant hunting beyond Bamangwato, and had had bad
luck. Everything went wrong that trip, and to top up with | got the fever badly” (King
Solomon's Mines 10). Soon before Quatermain met Captain Good and was told the
legend of Solomon’s mines, readers were notified of another strike of fever: “l had an
attack of fever, and was in abad way generaly” (King 23).

Asthey started to seek for Solomon’s Mines, the structural attitude of tropical
fever was further enhanced in its pervasive yet invisible existence. What was striking
here was a keen and accurate attention paid to the haunting existence of mosquitoes
and the inhabitant environment of tropical fever, “for we have few mosqguitoes here
unless there happens to come an unusually heavy rain” (King 41). The awareness of
threat posed from surrounding elements now seemed most acute in pinpointing
several of the key features of medical breakthroughs proved to be true in causing and
transmitting fevers: awet environment suitable for the disease to spread out and an
effective carrier, here mosquito, to maximize the potential infection of fever.

The striking pervasiveness of structural attitude also found embodiment in the
readiness in attitude to receive and fight the strike of fever. Similar to what Dr.
Livesey represented in Treasure Island, here on the journey through the African desert,
aposition of adventurer/medical service provider/knowledge consultant found an
attractive candidate in Captain Good whose medical knowledge was proved efficient
and helpful:

Next came the question of provisioning and medicines, one which required
the most careful consideration, for what one had to do was to avoid
lumbering the wagon up, and yet take everything absolutely necessary.
Fortunately, it turned out that Good was a bit of a doctor, having at some
period in his previous career managed to pass through a course of medical
and surgical instruction, which he had more or less kept up. He was not, of
course, qualified, but he knew more about it than many a man who could
write M.D. after his name, as we found out afterwards, and he had a
splendid traveling medicine chest and a set of instruments. (King 43)
To further consolidate hisrole as amedical service provider, atangible check-list
before they set their foot on the desert was to assure the adventurers and the readers of
the safety of the journey. The check-list of “a selection of medicine, including an
ounce of quinine, and one or two small surgical instruments” (King 71) highlighted
the importance of medicine among the full array of adventurous arsenal and
necessities.
Another masterpiece of Haggard, She, also posed the inlaid structura attitudein
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the arrangement of plot and characterization. On the trip to discover the mysterious
white queen of a central African tribe, the narrator of this story, Lugwig Horace Holly,
experienced a journey where medicine was indispensable. In their search for the
gueen whose astonishing title She-who-must-be-obeyed, testified to her undying
beauty and magic powers, not just a pervasive atmosphere of excitement but also an
untold undercurrent of medical reference was revealed. Reference to tropical fever in
She that occurred to minor characters might seem indirect and insignificant for the
plot development. However, such medical reference was rampant and omni present
throughout the whole novel.

AsHolly decided to take part in the journey, he was highly aware of therisk it
might take. He wrote aletter intended to be shown to his son in case of his death.
Inside that letter, Holly expressed his ambition for adventure. He told about a story
occurring to him when he was nineteen. It was this story that made him determined to
investigate the truth and to see things with his own eyes. He remembered a man
speaking adiaect of Arabic who claimed to be ruled by “a beautiful white woman
who is seldom seen by them, but who is reported to have power over all thingsliving
and dead” (She 28). The man who made it in the escape from the tribe did not make it
in escaping the invisible power. “Two days after | had ascertained this the man died of
fever contracted in crossing the swamps, and | was forced by want of provisions and
by symptoms of an illness which afterwards prostrated me to take to my dhow again”
(She 28).

AsHolly later decided to join the adventure, his conversation with Leo about the
difficulty in recruiting staff reflected the same structure of feeling. No one would
come with them for the adventure as all knew the danger in the deadly swampsin
Africa

“No,” answered Leo. “He says that the country is all swamp behind,
and full of snakes, especially pythons, and game, and that no man lives
there. But then thereis a belt of swamp all along the East African coast, so
that does not go for much.”

“Yes,” | said, “it does—it goes for malaria. You see what sort of an
opinion these gentry have of the country. Not one of them will go with us.”
(She 49)

From Haggard’s description and what occurred to his young partner Leo in the sudden
attack of fever and weakness, we might safely come to the conclusion that Haggard
knew not only how tropical fever was transmitted but also what carried it. As Leo
shouted under his blanket, “Curse it! A mosqguito has bitten me on the nose,” (She 67),
afuture infection of tropical fever was highly suggestive to fall on Leo.

This part of their journey was composed of afew consecutive nights fighting
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against mosquitoes. With acute awareness that such a great mass of mosqguitoes

adhered to wherever they explore, the tone of narration in this part seemed to turn to

be sarcastic:
| am bound to say that when there was sufficient light to enable usto see
each other’sfaces|, for one, burst out into aroar of laughter. Job’s fat and
comfortable countenance was swollen out to nearly twiceits natura size
from mosquito bites, and Leo’s condition was not much better. Indeed, of
the three | had come off much the best, probably owing to the toughness of
my dark skin, and to the fact that a good deal of it was covered by hair, for
since we started from England | had allowed my naturally luxuriant beard to
grow at its own sweet will. But the other two were, comparatively speaking,
clean shaved, which of course gave the enemy alarger extent of open
country to operate on, though as for Mahomed the mosquitoes, recognising
the taste of atrue believer, would not touch him at any price. How often, |
wonder, during the next week or so did we wish that we were flavoured like
anArab. (She 70)

The passage of the initial phrase of journey was the part they finds no ways of
resistance. Holly continued to explain their miserable and unavoidable situation in
which “we could not stop where we were, to be baked by the sun and eaten up by the
mosquitoes, till we died of fever in that dreary marsh” (She 72). Histone of narration
started to become ironic for their fate: “At dark we halted for some hoursto rest and
enjoy the mosquitoes” (She 72). Little did it seem plausible for them to react but keep
on taking dosages of quinine: “All the way we passed through a region of almost
endless swamp, and | can only attribute our escape from fever and death to the
constant doses of quinine and purgatives which we took, and the unceasing toil which
we were forced to undergo” (She 73). As Holly said to spend “the night in warfare
with the mosquitoes” (She 71), there seemed to them no way of resistance but
sustaining their journey with unpractical and false fancies, such as to become
“flavoured like an Arab” or to be covered with beard or to have darker skin color so
that mosquitoes would not victimize.

The formidable power of the queen seemed intimidating in controlling the tribe
people with terror; the more threatening power that the queen held seemed to be a
supernatural power that was “reported to have power over all thingsliving and dead.”
The surrounding marsh around the tribe was not impassabl e either from the inside or
from the outside. The swamp was not for anyone to cross not just for the difficulty of
finding the route but also for the mosqguitoes and fever that most certainly
accompanied those who dare to attempt in crossing. The swamp that prevented tribe
people from escaping and enemies from attacking seemed to be one of her
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commanding powers over the tribe people: for those who dared to crossit, “half of
them were drowned” and the other half would “soon died of fever and starvation”
(She9l).

Imagination and Institutionalization of Tropical Fevers

Medical historian Charles Rosenberg argues that “medicineis behavior aswell as
cognition; it isthe everyday life of village apothecaries as well as the lectures and
experiments of professors” (4). His argument leads to a “contextualist” reading
strategy necessary to the exploration of the width and depth of social significance of
disease or medicine. Medicine should be positioned in its social context for a
thorough examination. Epidemic of diseases indicated the existence of social and
economic problems and reflections within the community. In this sense, any epidemic
diseases should be social diseases, medicine should be social medicine.

Malariais not adisease found in recent history. Medical records of malaria
patients could be dated as early as 1623 in the death of Pope Gregory XV (Packard
36). The original root of malaria, mal’aria, literally “bad air,” indicates the
misconception of this disease (Sherman 132-33). It was originally believed to be
caused by a noxious gas emanating from swamps and rotting vegetation during the
hot seasons or hot areas (Packard 36-7). Its classic symptoms of intermittent bouts of
high fever and profuse sweating followed by chills and argues, bears striking
similarities to the symptoms depicted in adventure stories. This does not mean that my
reading intends to provide diagnosis over suggestive passages of fever in literary
creation. To affiliate descriptions of fever in adventure stories with referenceto classic
symptoms of malaria does not mean that this paper is capable of diagnosing this
disease. However, this paper aims at directing descriptions of fever in adventure
stories to a structure of attitude and reference which shows not only coherencein
narration but opens up alarge and collective mentality outside the realm of medical
study or literary creation.

Malaria, a disease caused by a parasite transmitted through the bite of female
anophel es mosquitoes, is arguably the most fervent transmissible disease associated
with the collective imagination of the tropical fever in the nineteenth century.
Although the relations between climate and disease were hotly debated (Harrison 134),
many people tended to believe “imperial expansion had long been thwarted by
diseases such as malaria” and that “the tropics were the white man’s grave”

(Porter, ”Medical Science” 185, Blood and Guts 90). Many other diseases of febrile
symptoms may be closely affiliated with tropical fevers, for many people, malariais
even synonymous with tropical fevers: as Paul Farmer collects, “when we think of
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tropical diseases, malaria comes quickly to mind” (40). By the nineteenth century,
malaria had been regarded “a southern disease”: it was epidemic over most of tropical
Africa south of Sahara. Even in some of the seemingly safer highland areas in eastern
and southern Africa, epidemic malaria still occurred occasionally (Packard 102). The
great discoveries of the germ theory and the investigation over intermediate and
vector hosts did not alter the previously held conception that malaria along with
several epidemics were assumed to result from the tropical climate; the majority of
infectious fevers were thought to arise from “poisons in the tropical air” (Farley 14).
The Dark Continent and its climate conditions provided a fertile ground for spread of
malaria. Medical Historian Douglas Haynes argues that in practical and cultural terms,
“malaria posed the single greatest challenge to the expansion of European colonies”
(3). Such acall seemsto become urgent since white medical doctors were convinced
that blacks were immune to the fever (Watts 219). Malaria was considered to be
life-threatening exclusively to the whites. Haynes argues that the wide swaths of the
tropics, ranging from Africato South Americato South Asia, designated as the “White
man’s grave” testified to the high level of morality and morbidity of European
civilization. The remarkably high mortality and yet unknown paths of transmission
made malaria an even more notorious disease. For the British civilians at home,
malaria’s close geographical affiliation with Africa and its high mortality rate fortified
its stereotypical but wrong image of malariaas the tropical disease. For the mgjority
of the nineteenth century, malaria signified the backwardness of indigenous societies
and the threat from the primitive.

It was only until the 1880s, the age known for the wake of the bacterial
discoveries, when researches on malaria, so did its cultural significance, stepped onto
anew stage (Worboys, Spreading Germs 3). Medical historians generally agree that it
was after the great leap of bacterial discoveries of Louis Pasteur, Robert Koch and
Joseph Lister, when a new methodology and avision of public health emerged
(Ackerknecht 177-85; Porter, Blood and Guts 84-90). Researchers began to am at
ensuring health by identifying and attacking the germs that caused disease. According
to Randall Packard, after the great discoveries, bacteriological laboratory became the
central symbol and weapon in this “new pursuit of health”: as awhole, the new public
health professionals sought the causes of diseases “under the microscope” (116). This
shift of paradigm and the development of more effective tools for preventing malaria
and reducing its impacts on human health contributed to the later discovery of malaria
parasites, anopheline mosquitoes, and the confirmation of the route of transmission
(Packard 115, Sherman 134-38).

It was also about this same period of the great bacteria discoveries when
adventure stories thrived in the amount of publication and consumption. During the
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same period of time, scientists strove to find solutions to prevent the transmission of
malaria. Preventive methods of malaria proved beneficial to colonia enterprise. To
ensure interest harvested from amore efficient colonial exploitation was one of the
major reasons that tropical medicine came into the spotlight of medical research. The
other major reason is for self-protection. The belatedly realization of the immense of
studies of tropical diseases came from afear that epidemic diseases “would know no
colour bar” and thus threatened both the side of the colonizers and the colonized
(Marks and Anderson 259).

Either from the humanitarian concern in the pursuit of health for the human
beings or from a sense of urgency of the penetrating and pervasive intimidation from
bacteria transmission, there were acute concerns over preventive methods on malaria,
along with other epidemics believed to be tropical in its essence. The pervasive
awareness in the society accelerated counteractions against the spread of malaria. The
necessity to set up schools or institutions devoted to the research and education of
tropica medicine became not just an urgent demand but in a sense a consensusin
public opinion. Accordingly, the immediate objective for setting such institutions to
“prepare colonial officers for the tropics” (Lyons 247), in many ways enhance and
consolidated the advantage in colonization. The booming research and demand for
study on tropical fever led to the skyrocketing fame and power of two dominant
figuresin medical fields: Patrick Manson and Ronald Ross. Manson had already been
an expert in parasitological research and the leading metropolitan authority on tropical
diseases and then the first medical advisor to the Colonial Office since 1897. He was
later appointed the head of the new London Scholl of Tropical Medicine (Worboys,
“Manson” 21; Farley 14-5). Ross was the director of the equally new Liverpool
School of Tropical Medicine. He had been anational celebrity in confirming
mosquitoes as the mgjor carriers of malaria and was soon to become the first Briton to
win the newly instituted Nobel Prize (Worboys, “Manson” 21). These two dominant
figuresin medical studies turned out to be collaborators, not rivals, to advance the
study on mosquito-malaria and were identified by most medical historians as the twin
leaders in the exciting new areas of tropical medicine in this period.

With the prestigious achievement of Manson and Ross, the importance of study
on tropical fever started to raise nationa attention. And such national attention, in
many ways, consolidated and accelerated the collaboration between medicine and
empire. The establishment of the London and Liverpool Scholl of Tropica Medicine
in 1899 was a prominent embodiment of the collaboration between medicine and the
empire. Other measures in response to the demand of empirical need included the
foundation of schools in order to prepare sufficient colonial officers for the
management of tropical and subtropical colonies, a plea made in 1898 by Joseph

107



108

Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the Colonies. At his command, more hospitals
with branches of tropical medicine were set up in the hope of investment. Ever since
the very beginning, the foundation of tropical medicine institutions had never been a
materialization of humanitarian concerns, but with aspiration for the dividendsin
return (Lyons 247). What made these medical institution influential were that the
courses provided were not only given to medical missionaries but also by overseas
medical men (Worboys, “Manson” 25). Since then, a pervasive involvement in the
study and elimination of tropical disease were activated. In British India, the periodic
outbreak of cholera, enteric fever, maaria, dystentery and diarrhea, indluenza and
kala azar endangered the lives of colonial officials—civilian and military alike—and
their families. The urgent demand for amedical and governmental enhancement of
their safety led to the establishment of medical colleges in Calcutta and Madras
Colleges in 1835 and the Bombay and Lahore Collegesin 1845 and 1860
(Ramasubban 39). Also a mechanism of report on the climate, medical topography
and sanitary statistics of the districts, stations and cantonments under care was
established in order to formulate better guidelines for sanitary improvements in
barracks, hospitals, transport ships and camps. As aresult, a pervasive army and
sanitary reform was activated in the British India (Ramasubban 39-43). In South
Africa, public health officials were in the forefront of the demand for urban residential
segregation and socia control in the face of typhus fever (Marks and Anderson
264-77). In Australia, the development of colonial sanitary practice during the last
quarter of the nineteenth century confirmed the interlocking functions of Melbourne
and Sydney not only as commercial centers but also cultural transmitters of empire.
The crucia point in the development of these two cities occurred in 1881-2 when
local administrative sought overseas reference points from images of London slums
and copied blueprints from British sanitary administrations (Mayne 219). Also in
Australia, New South Wales also provide an example of how medicine set foot in the
enhancement of infant health and maintenance of “the health of the race” when the
empire decided that this be their settlement as “we are al one family, all one blood, all
one faith” (Lewis 301-6).. It may be fair to say that there was no such athing asa
single colonial medical policy; different medical institutions might encourage
“different kinds of science” (Worboys, “Manson” 33). However, the clearly
aternative policies on how to apply medicine for the use of colonia administration
usualy led, without exceptions, to the efficiency of colonial administration and
economical exploitation.

An archive in London School of Tropical Hygiene and Medicine revealed that in
the 25 year Commemorative Talk for the United Fruit Company, J. L. Todd
expressed his most outright comment on the conspiring relationship between medicine
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and empire: “the future of imperialism lay with the microscope” (qtd. in Lyons 245).
This utilitarian attitude for manipulating medicine for the benefit of empire was the
ultimate motivation and the overall guideline for the establishment of medical
institution devoted to studies of tropical diseases. The principle motive was to provide
a better training of the colonial officers and a more efficient and protected expansion
of their service. The most eminent perspective in the collaboration between medicine
and empire was itself an integral part of its strategy for imperial expansion. Medical
researchers were aware of the power of medicine as one of the most efficient tools of
their administrations, even more powerful than that of the guns and powder.

As public health was relatively new in the medical history in the British Empire,
the field of tropical medicine was even more novel, and promising in the positive
resultsit assured. It was therefore not surprising to note that Todd again made an even
more straightforward pleafor the collaboration of medicine and empire: “Medicineis
now more than the healing of the sick and the protection of the well. Through its
control of disease, medicine has come to be aworld factor of limitless power” (gtd. in
Lyons 245). Or, as Michael Worboys claims, “tropical medicine was seen by the
Colonia Office as an integral part of its strategy for imperial development” (Worboys,
“Manson” 25).

Conclusion: Fever in National Pride

Michel Foucault stated that the essence of fever was “afinalized reaction of the
organism defending itself against a pathogenic attack or substance” (178). Foucault
was right, both pathologically and metaphorically speaking. Pathologically speaking,
fever is a symptom of the body’s response to invasion by bacteria and viruses (Shorter
120). Metaphorically speaking, medical advancement launched by germ theory or
bacteriology materialized the commands to “visualize hidden threats” and to think in
terms of “inside” and “outside” (Otis 5-6). This dichotomy clarified a concept of
boundary and identity in which medical hero defended the bacteria enemies that he
knows. In the microbial age of tropical medicine, medical scientists were assumed to
be “the creator and defender of empires (Otis 28).

The inside-outside dichotomy was enhanced into a collective mentality in the
Victorian period as ingrained with medical knowledge: the imperial Britain was often
constructed “as active, healthy and masculine” versus “foreign identities which were
passive, fevered, or feminine” (Gilbert 2). Knowledge of medicine and disease was
for the Victorians not just abstract or cognitional conception but embodiment of a
collective mentality; Victorians used their medical knowledge to “stage the symbolic
dissolution of the British self and to reformulate that self from the very materias that
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had threatened to destroy it” (O’Connor 13). Medical knowledge, be it speciaty
exclusive to the laboratory researchers or cultural and social significance taken for
granted in adventure stories, constituted “an elaborate meditation on the relationship
between objects and persons” (O’Connor 15). The collaboration between medicine
and colonialism was not just motivated by an incentive to satisfy scientific and
medical demands on the level of searching for knowledge and truth. “Research,” as
Michael Worboys claims, “was not in itself amain vehicle of colonial development: it
was a catal yst and adjunct to other forces” (“Manson” 25).

Tropical fevers werein many ways regarded to be major influences of climate
that opposed and deferred colonization in tropical areas. Infectious microbes that
caused tropical fevers were then assumed as enemies to which white colonizers
declared wars with afirm belief that they will definitely prevail. Medicine, asan
established discipline and science, was usually the most helpful force that
accompanied the application of military force and politics in colony acquisition and
administration. In short, medicine and empire marched hand in hand in the name of
disease treatment and prevention. The “professionalization” of modern medicinein
Western Europe was indispensable to “the control of a specia body of knowledge”
that had been used by the profession “to bolster claims to privileged status and
economic advantage” (Lewis 301).

Asaform of privileged knowledge belonged exclusively to afew medical elite
in the ruling class, medicine was from the very beginning easily subject to
governmental manipulation. The result that medicine and empire collaborated in
domestic and colonial administration is therefore an expected result even if not a
conspiracy based on individual intentions. In terms of colonial rule, the “health of the
race” (Lewis 302) was the ultimate guideline that justified all distortions of medical
ethics and scientific neutrality.
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Medicine and sexuality were brought into contact through the family: by
calling upon the doctor and by receiving, accepting, and when necessary
applying the remedies he prescribed, the family linked sexuality with a
medicine that previously had in practice related to sexuality only in avery
distant and indirect way. The family itself became an agent of the
medicalization of sexuality within its own space. Thus we see the
emergence of complex relations with a sort of division between the mute
surveillance and nondiscursive encirclement of the child’s body by its
parents on one side and, on the other, the extrafamilial, scientific discourse,
or discourse of confession, localized in medical practice, which thus
becomes heir to the techniques of Christian confession. . . . In short, thereis
an exchange in which medicine operates as a means of ethical, physical, and
sexual control within family morality and in return makes the internal
problems of the family body, focused on the child’s body, appears as
medical need. (Foucault 253-54)

BORSEBN SRS H A EE S EFEE L F I L RS o
AFEFL P PR EFTRERE ?\gfg« hnFEEA R - L] e
5 U AL ey ,TJD—Q = s o dopt — % 2, M ﬁ’l*‘-fg }g‘@%—ﬁ\:ﬂ_/’ e
PRI > T HFLE P ARIENFE > b TR E 2R R AT ARER
AT A E AR e B RGBT R ) FARE F I a0 B R u 4
EREARERVEREOME 7P PG ERASES L LA S L
%ZE*” PR TR L RPEE 2 EIE R TP Y R E B KL

° H v il FRFFE- 2 TRy g A o SR IR R
‘-ﬁi?tﬁ R e 1 el

Z 4 "LrFﬁmﬂk%F'“r ¥t FrAR Rk 2 - BB LEN S B RS
AR - ERERZCERN KT CETOELS > Aok FE Y iz f AR
B AR TR R P“f%? CET S In R BT niEFEg o X I E gk
o #F] (KellyHurley) 3 31 - B3~ §+¥%—€N~ AR E > AT R B
T B ERILEH R m,@@./,%@.ki’,u'rﬁ AP AN PR AR F AT LG IR
R A EPEiE RAT HOTAL € B In AR 6 Tendd 2 B g Hehst it ((5) e
e Al R Eerz e en T B Y A 5F  (abhuman) =80 2 fEe T

5

120



121

B A (fullyhuman) tpF eng > w21 T —*‘Ff it |, (othering) #£4 T 3 4r
Fhas e s B s BRA R LRARET (94) el RNGFSEE > B IRG
REEEFF T H AR MR ROl U il R
T iRy fnp S LR R S5 A B (Araal) . | ei
TSN LR AR L ST NESE R SRR S
f%a‘ﬁﬁﬂ%{r%im*“*’ig ARHEAE R TR e R iR
2 TR, BEEE R R (Araa2) -
FIERSE B P (RobertMighaII) AR~ %‘?ﬁv&ﬁ; T e d A
i rvﬂ*npy_’ BRARBFRNYRBRE LR T AR BEREAD R
TRARRGES - AR #\mm:&,\zﬂ A E T m PERLZHFTIPERIE
SRR - %%Jﬂm)ﬂaﬁﬁk—ﬁmﬁ§l£’§§ﬁ*¥¢§ﬂ$ﬁ7*$
Frord T T B E R 1 2 o B )RR REME R 5
Eped g REALBEEVR O QAFE AR A4 fﬂf‘a?
BEPEY] o @ BT (AndrewSmith) S pAgapE s i AR EarL T BF
Pehd - BEEE LR BE R Y Folint it kiR AP T R
LI ko ~"'#Zkﬂ'F€f§%*ﬁ%— n‘@‘ FRESHT LA LB o L R2r
e Fﬁﬁf‘ fAE T PIRELE LR E (7). 2BEET ZLRAL
W eigsey o FEAREA I LEE L F LR LFRC RN T LR A
ﬁ{ﬁ’éﬁrﬂ@ﬁﬂ%&iﬂﬁ%ﬁyiiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂéﬁﬁﬂm—i
Hm LB ~mudpien 836 # % % 1 (alanguage of othering) > iz 235 &
JEP BN RONF AL ELTREIIRE > TEFVLE /R DL
Ex3wit (8)e r%«nwi‘m%?J FERELGE EERY G Es K
mEdd 9 A ¢ ARFRT A %mfﬁ’@¢ah% AHIFNE R B S o
B E IR S I A ARG LR TG BT R IR 0 F
EAFA G B F*Bi@f**%fiﬁﬂ’ééf,."‘v e X e AR AR FH Y
Ehl P Ao~ e B aTeann B 50 2 A b B AL M LR R
{@ PBAREREEE - FHE > KB FE e RER {fk%&gf%ﬁ— FIefa
RS FES WAL AP AEARFE F2 B & BRI P i
lg_lgijrp,u—:— FE »m %%?L’Pmliﬁﬁizia ‘%""Jfﬂ—?'% = m%ﬂ ’ 1? E= T &
@*ﬁﬁo‘?gl—xﬁzl‘ﬂé’_‘,%&§"+—l—,i‘+_\_'“ §6;};\,§@‘_\§4P4 g d o BB R
R IR BN E r’ﬁ%gﬁ&.é’ ’}—}*5?’555&.3 m—ejzk v .\».} iﬁ
ccﬁ‘mz»;ie‘mx‘;\%‘to A I IR HELRY 4R mPE}% l’h’§<,mhm%5§i‘r'
sF Ry iﬂ}ﬁm; A (FLF 4 ) (Frankenstein)® i 35 &
‘@izf*;}iﬁr‘A m-aw% W i ETn (Victor Frankenstein) A <<é?é‘£'~f"%§>>
(The Srange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde)® 4 * # 4 % -k if ¢ FREREE MR
BI7) % 1 etk Fgr (DrJykell) - LR 5 Famwfrmfm dofhAR
B pge ?éﬂ’fﬁwkgﬁ$ﬁLiﬁ££¢Emiﬁ’%<£ﬁ%>$
¥ EERESIAF FEF (Drlivesey) & 8 (fiv i) § 7 B R SR

121



122

R R R g&éﬂ? °
(Ewi) wF? HFFLFRM GRS 2178 FEFRARE < R 4p
o E D e 7R g, 2 el 4R %Eﬂ”éﬁ“ e AR A
EEEA RS FRIEL - P REEE LS R FRERSER LR
}*a}lisze Fr BB oKy BEARE %5}\% w RS LR Fﬁ}% R
oo i tF - R KF g H f\fﬁ“”ff/r‘ o WIDHRPARFF E T o 'Fgﬁ ﬁp’ﬁ.
PRGNS B 2 LR (e ) PR - 1”"*}‘3*me“;&
5 % mfﬁﬂ? (Dr. Seward ) - @ﬂﬁér;mfﬁé’&ix”‘fi—m“*h RFEE 0
f% B RE it > BT AR TRHAFET PR mf?%
ES D SUNEE Rt I
Heisan excellent parti, being handsome, well off, and of good birth. Heis
adoctor and really clever. Just fancy! Heis only nine-and-twenty, and he
has an immense asylum all under hisown care. . . . He seems absolutely
imperturbable. | can fancy what awonderful power he must have over his
patients. He has a curious habit of looking one straight in the face, as if
trying to read one’s thoughts. (Stoker 56-7)
" EH AR RE (AT 5 S A ‘iﬁ%‘éﬁii@%§§
ﬁﬁtrb'?;fi,}‘;t’;& BENATINE 22 o JEAF AL B s el 20 EE JLF}
en% ¥ 57 %7 (Abraham Van Helsin, MD., D.PH., D.LIT.) » ig#* # *ﬁ“d B (B A i 1
mw’ $OTE G A R B R  B AT ATEME S ¢ b TS Koty
AT ORI AT PRER A PRI RL -G R e
Fopa o~ WL s BB A S R RV IR LR b I
%ﬁp%%ﬁi‘@ﬁﬂ%:}%ﬁj;f—?ﬁ q}l‘gmf%‘fﬂi_ﬁj\p )’;‘;rﬁg«:?%%:};:f%;;
gEA R R aE TR v REgpTT ;{;3& ER o v | T i
T R CHF PR B RS RE RS g ook 4
L3 RIEOFRE L VI L AR I F R LR T g R
%% 0 4 q‘a— R e f%ff%‘ ACREE R S F?Eﬁw e R ikl s
25 4.

i+
H4
“:2}*
a;
&

3
0y

| have written to my old friend and master, Professor Van Helsing, of
Amsterdam, who knows as much about obscure diseases as any onein the
world. . . . Heisaseemingly arbitrary man, but his is because he knows
what heis talking about better than any one else. He is a philosopher and a
metaphysician, and once of the most advanced scientists of his day; and he
has, | believe, an absolutely open mind. This, with an iron nerve, atemper
of the ice-brook, an indomitable resolution, self-command and toleration
exalted from virtues to blessings, and the kindliest and truest heart that
beats—these form his equipment for the noble work that he is doing for
mankind—work both in theory and practice, for hisviews are aswide as his
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al-embracing sympathy. (Stoker 105-6)
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| rose and bowed, and he came towards me; a man of medium height, strongly
built, with his shoulders set back over a broad, deep chest and a neck well
balanced on the trunk as the head is on the neck. The poise of the head strikes
one at once as indicative of thought and power; the head is noble, well-sized,
broad, and large behind the ears. The face, clean-shaven, shows a hard, square
chin, alarge, resolute, mobile mouth, a good-sized nose, rather straight, but
with quick, sensitive nostrils, that seem to broaden as the big, bushy brows
come down and the mouth tightens. The forehead is broad and fine, rising at
first amost straight and then sloping back above two bumps or ridges wide
apart; such aforehead that reddish hair cannot possibly tumble over it, but
falls naturally back and to the sides. Big, dark blue eyes are set widely apart,

T =l

and are quick and tender with the man’s moods. (Stoker 163)
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We have on our side power of combination—a power denied to the vampire

kind; we have resources of science; we are free to act and think; and the

hours of the day and the night are ours equally. In fact, so far as our powers

extend, they are unfettered, and we are free to use them. We have

self-devotion in a cause, and an end to achieve which is not a selfish one.

These things are much. (Stoker 210)
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He seems to have some settled scheme of his own, but what it is| do not yet
know. His redeeming quality is alove of animals, though, indeed, he has
such curiousturnsin it that | sometimes imagine heis only abnormally
cruel. His pets are of odd sorts. Just now his hobby is catching flies. . . . |
must watch him. . . . He has turned his mind now to spiders, and has got
several very big fellowsin abox. He keeps feeding them with hisflies, and
the number of the latter is becoming sensibly diminished, although he has
used half hisfood in attracting more flies from outside to hisroom. . . . He
disgusted me much while with him, for when a horrid blow-fly, bloated with
some carrion food, buzzed into the room, he caught it, held it exultingly for
afew moments between his finger and thumb, and, before | knew what he
was going to do, put it in his mouth and ate it. (Stoker 69)
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focaft B gt L 3 g S ke b (I must advance my own branch of science to
apitch compared with which Burdon-Sanderson’s physiology or Ferrier’s
brain-knowledge would be as nothing” ) (Stoker 71) -
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. | secured afew drops of the blood and have analysed them. The
gualitative analysis gives aquite normal condition, and shows, | should
infer, in itself avigorous state of health. In other physical matters | was
quite satisfied that there is no need for anxiety; but as there must be a cause
somewhere, | have come to the conclusion that it must be something mental.
She complains of difficulty in breathing satisfactorily at times, and of heavy,
lethargic sleep, with dreams that frighten her, but regarding which she can
remember nothing. . . . | am in doubt, and so have done the best thing |
know of; | have written to my old friend and master, Professor Van Helsing,
of Amsterdam, who knows as much about obscure diseases as any onein
the world. (Stoker 105)
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When | bent over her | could see that she was still asleep. Her lips were
parted, and she was breathing—not softly, as usual with her, but in long,
heavy gasps, as though striving to get her lungs full at every breath. As|
came close, she put up her hand in her sleep and pulled the collar of her
nightdress close round her throat. Whilst she did so there came alittle
shudder through her, as though she felt the cold. | flung the warm shawl
over her, and drew the edges tight round her neck, for | dreaded lest she
should get some deadly chill from the night air, unclad as she was. | feared
to wake her all at once, so, in order to have my hands free that | might help
her, | fastened the shawl at her throat with a big safety-pin. (Stoker 88)
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She was ghastly, chalkily pale; the red seemed to have gone even from her
lips and gums, and the bones of her face stood out prominently; her
breathing was painful to see or hear. Van Helsing’s face grew set as marble,
and his eyebrows converged till they ailmost touched over his nose. Lucy lay
motionless and did not seem to have strength to speak, so for awhile we
were al silent. Then Van Helsing beckoned to me, and we went gently out
of the room. The instant we had closed the door he stepped quickly along
the passage to the next door, which was open. Then he pulled me quickly in
with him and closed the door. “My God!” he said; “this is dreadful. There is
no time to be lost. She will die for sheer want of blood to keep the heart’s
action as it should be. There must be transfusion of blood at once. Isit you
or me?” (Stoker 112-13)
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The body is the ultimate reference for the state of desire, permeability,
non-completion. The condition of life is one of uncertainty, movement,
continuation of the body with the environment, and of vulnerability as an
entity to that “external” contact. The body is read as asignifier which
communicates the condition of that continuation with the environment . . .
and the environment itself is read as a continuation of the body through
metaphors that have their roots in the way human physically experience the
world. (Disease, Desire and the Body 46)
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His face was a strong—a very strong—aquiline, with high bridge of the thin
nose and peculiarly arched nostrils; with lofty domed forehead, and hair
growing scantily round the temples, but profusely elsewhere. His eyebrows
were very massive, amost meeting over the nose, and with bushy hair that
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seemed to curl in its own profusion. The mouth, so far as | could seeit
under the heavy moustache, was fixed and rather cruel-looking, with
peculiarly sharp white teeth; these protruded over the lips, whose
remarkable ruddiness showed astonishing vitality in aman of his years. For
the rest, his ears were pale and at the tops extremely pointed; the chin was
broad and strong, and the cheeks firm though thin. The general effect was
one of extraordinary pallor. (Stoker 23-4)
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What | saw was the Count’s head coming out from the window. | did not see
the face, but | knew the man by the neck and the movement of his back and
arms. In any case | could not mistake the hands which | had had so many
opportunities of studying. | was at first interested and somewhat amused,
for it iswonderful how small a matter will interest and amuse a man when
heisaprisoner. But my very feelings changed to repulsion and terror when
| saw the whole man slowly emerge from the window and begin to crawl
down the castle wall over that dreadful abyss, face down, with his cloak
spreading out around him like great wings. At first | could not believe my
eyes. | thought it was some trick of the moonlight, some weird effect of
shadow; but | kept looking, and it could be no delusion. | saw the fingers
and toes grasp the corners of the stones, worn clear of the mortar by the
stress of years, and by thus using every projection and inequality move
downwards with considerable speed, just as alizard moves dong awall.

(Stoker39)
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There, in one of the great boxes, of which there were fifty in al, on a pile of
newly dug earth, lay the Count! He was either dead or asleep. | could not
say which—for the eyes were open and stony, but without the glassiness of
death—and the cheeks had the warmth of life through all the pallor, and the
lipswere asred as ever. But there was no sign of movement, no pulse, no
breath, no beating of the heart. | bent over him, and tried to find any sign of
life, but in vain. He could not have lain there long, for the earthy smell
would have passed away in afew hours. By the side of the box wasits cover,
pierced with holes here and there. | thought he might have the keys on him,
but when | went to search | saw the dead eyes, and in them, dead though
they were, such alook of hate, though unconscious of me or my
presence. . .. (Stoker 50-1)
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She was ghastly, chalkily pale; the red seemed to have gone even from her
lips and gums, and the bones of her face stood out prominently; her
breathing was painful to see or hear. Van Helsing’s face grew set as marble,
and his eyebrows converged till they ailmost touched over his nose. Lucy lay
motionless and did not seem to have strength to speak, so for awhile we
were al silent. Then Van Helsing beckoned to me, and we went gently out
of the room. The instant we had closed the door he stepped quickly along
the passage to the next door, which was open. Then he pulled me quickly in
with him and closed the door. “My God!” he said; “this is dreadful. There is
no time to be lost. She will die for sheer want of blood to keep the heart’s
action as it should be. There must be transfusion of blood at once. Isit you
or me?” (Stoker 112-13)
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She still advanced, however, and with a languorous, voluptuous grace,
sad: —

“Come to me, Arthur. Leave these others and come to me. My arms are
hungry for you. Come, and we can rest together. Come, my husband,

come!”
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There was something diabolically sweet in her tones—something of
the tingling of glass when struck—which rang through the brains even of us
who heard the words addressed to another. As for Arthur, he seemed under a
spell; moving his hands from his face, he opened wide his arms. She was
leaping for them, when Van Helsing sprang forward and held between them
his little golden crucifix. She recoiled from it, and, with a suddenly distorted
face, full of rage, dashed past him asif to enter the tomb. . . . The beautiful
colour became livid, the eyes seemed to throw out sparks of hell-fire, the
brows were wrinkled as though the folds of the flesh were the coils of
Medusa’s snakes, and the lovely, blood-stained mouth grew to an open
square, asin the passion masks of the Greeks and Japanese. If ever aface
meant death—if looks could kill—we saw it at that moment. (Stoker 188)
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Arthur took the stake and the hammer, and when once his mind was set
on action his hands never trembled nor even quivered. Van Helsing opened
his missal and began to read, and Quincey and | followed as well aswe
could. Arthur placed the point over the heart, and as | looked | could seeits
dint in the white flesh. Then he struck with all his might.

The Thing in the coffin writhed; and a hideous, blood-curdling screech
came from the opened red lips. The body shook and quivered and twisted in
wild contortions; the sharp white teeth champed together till the lips were
cut, and the mouth was smeared with a crimson foam. But Arthur never
faltered. He looked like afigure of Thor as his untrembling arm rose and
fell, driving deeper and deeper the mercy-bearing steak, whilst the blood
from the pierced heart welled and spurted up around it. His face was set,
and high duty seemed to shine through it; the sight of it gave us courage, so
that our voices seemed to ring through the little vault. (Stoker 191-92)
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He puts his hands on the Professor’s shoulder, and laying his head on his
breast, cried for awhile silently, whilst we stood unmoving. When he raised
his head Van Helsing said to him:—

“And now, my child, you may kiss her. Kiss her dead lipsif you will, as
she would have you to, if for her to choose. For she is not a grinning devil
now—not any more afoul Thing for al eternity. No longer sheisthe devil’s
Un-Dead. Sheis God’s true dead, whose soul iswith Him!”

Arthur bent and kissed her, and then we sent him and Quincey out of the
tomb; the professor and | sawed the top off the stake, leaving the point of it
in the body. Then we cut off the head and filled the mouth with garlic. We
soldered up the leaden coffin, screwed on the coffin-lid, and gathering up
our belongings, came away. (Stoker 192-93)
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LoveintheTimeof Terror: Post 9/11 Trauma and M etaphor of 11lness

Abstract

This paper addresses to a deeply felt anxiety of paralysis and destruction
accomplished in Ian McEwan’s Saturday. The twofold anxiety in this novel not only
indicates an individual experience but also amplifies a collective sense of insecurity in
awider cultural-social context. Such an anxiety is created with McEwan’s use of
metaphor of illness. Diseases in Saturday, demonstrating symptoms projected from
the personal to the collective anxiety level, revea aworld of discordancein the
post-9/11 era. With a pathological reading of the neurodegenerative diseases crucial to
the development of this novel, the Huntington’s Disease and the Alzheimer’s Disease,
this paper analyzes why medicine performs as an evaluative norm in measuring
violence and traumaand how it suggests a possibility of reconciliation and
compensation for the individual and collective loss.

In light of Susan Sontag, this paper attempts to discuss the possibility of a neutra
and value-free strategy in reading illness and its metaphors. By ascribing the brutality
and injustice of pathological symptoms to the illness/health binary opposition, this
paper seeksto find away to do justice to a neutral reading of diseases. After Georges
Canguilhem’s notion of normatism, the reason why health bears positive socia and
cultural inference and ilIness carries negative one is examined. By resorting to Jacque
Derrida’s discussion of autoimmune and hospitality, this paper concludes that
medicine, in presenting the practices of hospitality in the time of terror and in the face
of disease, forecasts the possibility of compassion and consolidation. By reading the
clustered symptoms of clinical implications and social influences, this paper argues
that this novel is both about how we see ourselves and how we are about to see the
world under the shadow of terrorism, disease, and trauma.

Keywords: Sontag, metaphor of illness, Canguilhem, normalization, Derrida,
autoimmune, hospitality, post-9/11
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